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INTRODUCTION. 



TO THE GENTLE READER. 

Should you jterchance have pe- 
rused certain three small Tolumes, 
called The Adventures op Hajji 
Baba of Isfahan, and had the pa- 
tience to reach the last page, you will 
there have seen a sort of declaration, 
that if the translator were to meet 
with encouragement, he would inform 
you how his hero (if such he may be 
called) accompanied a great ambassa- 
dor from Persia to England, and of 
their subsequent adventures. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In all humility I beg to inform you ■ 
that I itr( that tfeii^lator; but in' 
making the said decUSratidft, I found 
that I liad placed'mysblf iil 'a dilemoj^ ; 
for What is encowragttae^t?' let' me 
ask. Is it the"B{ipHiuse of frT^Sfds?' 
No ; they are partial. The notice of 
the daily press? Puffing is no en- 
couragem^t. The criticism of re- 
viewers? ' They lose sight of the 
work, and "Vrite their own essays. 
N(ifr' eveii the several editions through 
which 8 book may pass can be appealed 
to as a' decided test ; for nDw>a-days, 
ia England, reading societies are as 
numerous as reading men in other 
countries, ftnd they alone exhaust a 
firat editipn, whether the book is read 
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INTBODUCTION. XV 

OV not; whilst the second geiiierally 
rf^aiffj^ to tuniber the booksellers' 
sI]^eJ,V,ef;i tl^f^o^e, ,;un1e^ tl^e copies 
sol4.b|^.,^)ipt^i-Bot by hui^reds, but 
b^ ^h9.^^saji^s, ^,.?.v,tlior can scarcely 
be.,|^a^': tp, hay^, acquired decided 
succe^,,,, ^ , .... 

,.., ■„ >, ,,■■-■ M. ->-. ] 

..Siuifh tteing the case, to use Hajji's 
Ivfguage, ^1 fijilded the arms of idlej- 
n^,.flvfir the bi^ast qf resignation j 
ai;i|d,,;^nce my ,booIp had scarcely ex^ 
hausted,a second edition, I was de- 
tecmined to bid adiep to ambition, and 
to seat fnyself amongst theobscure clasa 
of second or third-rate scribblers. In 
the mean while, certain duties having 
obliged me to cross the Atlantic t« visit 
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XVI INTRODDCTION. 

certain countries in America, I had al- 
most forgotten the projected continua- 
tion of my translation; and, absorbed 
in the a^rs of the New World, I 
became neglectful of my plans in the 
Old. 

On my return to England, I wbs 
one morning roused by the rec^tion 
of a letter from Persia. It came from 
one high in office, and with whom I 
had lived in habits of intimacy during 
my residence in that country, and its 
perusal threw me at once into the very 
heart of my Asiatic recollections. As 
I considered and reconsidered its con- 
tents, I could not forbear exclaiming, 
* Encouragement [ do I seek for en- 
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INTBODUCTtON. JTll 

counigement to proceed with Hajji 
Bafaa? Here it is in abuntUace— 
tliis l^ter alone is aufficieot !' ' 

I will now venture to lay the said 
-letter before you ; and suppressing the 
first paragraph, which is evidently 
written by an English hand, I will 
then state why I look upon it as ' en- 
couragement.' 

It is as follows: — 

* Tehran, ^Ut Mm/, 1826. 

' Mr DBAB FRISND, 

' I am offended wiA you, and not 
without reason. Whatjbr you writt 
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XTIU INSHOOUCTlOn. 

Hyii Bdba,xirJ. Kiiigveryaxi^^i 
sir. I jmetasiim^ i/iau ne«£r.wn^, 

peopk iserif-angr^mtktyoitr sir. • T-kia 

so bad? I ven/ angry,, Sheikh ^ii 
dtd Rtissaol* write oh! very long 
letter totht king 'dout4hat book, sir. 
He si^you teU'kingis wife one bad 

" The governor of Bnsbtre, in the Persian 
Gnlf; tiy whidi it appears that Ihe'book 
rMKihed Pertfttthrongh-Indto. " •''- 
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INTRODCCTIOK. XIX 

w<ffn0Hi -s^ttd jnn^ kHl her. ■ I very 

diid I-teH'fm^'^fmbb write all Ik. 
¥^' caS'me Minsa-^miifs, I know 
v9*^ vkS, akd st^.I taikigreat deal 
itdH^s&.-^-Whkn'I. kdhv-vtonsenK ? 
&ki grtw^ th^c\yiiuiae{f(WKif. dever 
«Qmv iAtiiH^ Hi^iiSabavKryijBoiuA 

Ohtk-kietiffooiish. . ^ < v 

^Mngiisk.gentlemensenf,HoiJiBaba 
ve^^'siever. book, .but S- think n6t 
clever at all — very foolish hook. You 
•miiSt not be angry with me, sir, I 
your oldjriend, sir. God know, . I 



:sdi.,Google 



XX INTHODUCTION. 

yQitr very goodjriend to you, sir- 
But now you.must write other bookt 
and praise Persian peoples very muck. 
I soiear very muck to the king you 
never write Hajji Baba. 

' I hope you wili forgive m€, sir. I 
not understand Jlatter peoples^yau 
know very well. I plain man, sir — i 
speak ahtxys plain, sir; but I alwtofs 
very goodjriend to you. But why. 
you write 'bout me? God know I 
your oldjriend. 

'P.S. I got very good house now, 
and very good garden, sir; much 
better as you saw here, sir. English 
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INTBODVCTION. ZXl 

genilemans teU me Mexico all silver 
and gold. You very rich man noWf 
I hope. I like English Jlowers in 
my garden — great many ; and king 
take all my china and glass. As you 
write so many things 'bout Mirza 
Firouz, I think you send me some 
seeds ^d roots not bad; and because 
I defend you to the king, and swear 
so jnuch. Utile china and glass Jor me 
very good.' 

And now, very probably, you will 
ask, How can you gather encourage- 
ment &om such a letter as this ? for 
|| sounds very much like the story of 
the horsti-dealer, who, in showing off 
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fais horse, received a kick in hi? ribs* 
and, although smarting und^ t^ 
pain, made up the best face he could, 
imd exclaimed, .^ Pretty, plajtful prea- 
ture, it is nothingbut playi' . \. 



■ I proceed to assert, that I look upon 
it as an encouragement to have pro- 
duced any sort of seosatioD amopg a 
lively people like the. Fersisas, . by 
which they may be led to reflect upon 
themselves as a nation. Touch but 
their vanity, and you attack their 
most vulnerable part. Let them see 
that they can be laughed at, ypu will 
m^e them angry. Reflection will 
suci^d anger } and with reflection, 
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INTBODCGTION. XZIII 

who knows what clianges may not be 

fleeted? 

But having prod^ced'tiris e£fect, let 
me ask vrhit Airther gOc<I may not be 
expected by placing them in strong 
contrast with the nations of Chris- 
Inanity, and more particularly with 
ourowli bl'esfied country? And it is 
this which has been Attempted in the 
following pagedl In talent and na- 
tural capacity, the Persians are equal 
to any nation in the world. In good 
feeling and honesty, and in the higher 
qualities of man, they would be equally 
so, were their education and their go- 
vernment favourable to their growth. 
What is wanted, then, but some strongi 
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iocentive to reflection ? And if 
an insignificant work as the one in 
question can have produced the feel- 
ings with which the foregoing letter 
has been written, what might not 
the labours of some of the high and 
mighty in genius and ability pro- 
duce, if applied to the same purpose? 
A change in the edifice may be made, 
that is certain; the only question is, 
on what side of it shall we b^n to 
knock down? 

Adopting his style of language, X 
answered my fiiend's letter*; and 
forthwith determined to proceed in 

* The fallowing letter can be lodted upon 
as of no eatuequence, excc^itiiig, perhaps, to 
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unrarelling the maauseript of which 
Hajji B^ had made me master. I 

iUustrote the sort of answer which is likely 
to have weight with a Persian. 

'London, lOth Sept. 1826. 

' My tJetir FrieRd,-~I httie received y<mr 
Ittter, audi pro/ that your sHadow m^ itever be 
tat. 

'At /or ITiyJi Baba, vhat/or you not read 
that book before you write me inch letter, tir? 
Sheikh Abdul Rvstooi great fool; he eatt dirt, 
and knowt mo better; but you, MathaBah! you 
very dever man, air, now, vizier, hov you Mt 
read before you write? Ton say HaJfiBaba all 
ha. To be sure ell lieg. Tbmsai^ and One 
Ifighta all Ikt. AB Persian story-books Ue»; 
but nobody anffry lOouttketn. TTunuiky/oryou 
angry mth me? You say Pa-aim people very 
VOL. I. b 
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''■>tliitril>i OB (!('Vf ■ist3X ano ni ooelq 3J00J 
fAof; hut thttt't all. You $01/ yov my very good 

but one thkffUtitbMn YoinK^ tteiute'^atUlio 
rich, I very rich. T^at not very clever, rir. If 
<rtaf. krttov iHkAim^t^^y»»IMry^iat,tiat 
^ii^. "r«M)# 'ia'"1im,^''M yett grm Mftr 

S«lrf«aw'**gW«l*>te8«."- ■:■'-■ :-\^'<Vn,. - 

'•'^t%<^'^^oiif»ryiik mi tt^i Iito V l M.i' ilm J 
JIatter peoples; you knano very veil IplatiUmm, 
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t6<^ place in ooe year wu bo ideDtified 
o4kM.^'..i€N( ^M>K.{ row >W>W^ 

■W tis ■•.■:,. ■ ..-• . ..:.:.. 

WAI'^-,*.;/ »«.«•». J«(l( Wjr# »0W, ««(,»«» 

>ifMiCif^ Jw.'jr tiffiA yw tmd mt tenu tilvp- 
andgM; and beem«I got^oiwi/'e aiidcAili 
•>aNK.'jtt)t& «A«iiiii and Owpimt /or m» verjf 
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-Alas ^khlbBipamigaJ»Ms4MK 

l#«l» ^IsgliaidilnKUe «fi!MB«naB 
tab MuMogatlitK &iB> U» Miffik 
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jClU.\DUgHtaeas0;tiat4>e«o when tbey 
^Pfftted3^|)rjiUa,(I lui« endepraared 
tai^^sen^lifii spiritiof the ongmdF, 
altluH^k.'! hajve nminjj'devi&tsd frtM 
its text. 

m-Aatdtloref fbrwjr otm |)«rt« I ft^ 
kwe ta .diatllim> f^nmmiiAy of any 
Und. The letter? ottove pited of tOfi 
eomm fiioHl ^Mnhoirititdlyaa^ 
diiddual n^ ttkd a:eharBct«i^«o tiint^ 
iift^ wMcW «Itjtotigh tit mirf->«r4H 
^tee pntst yet AoeawAmf^ lAu^ 
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tributed a feature. ?k inu. ,rjrr>i.t. 

And. sh<»Jd yofl, mj rfffi^T^.''per- 
c}iimcb''t£:^^<ja^aia •somtfisiut'n&ch 
ypu may recollect, do not immediately 

Q^U^tSI^ il|'J^.3ttQlK4MtOlQ,'! W, 

ItOTiefme«^^«flI|.lbK«iJmfprle(;ti;Qcm» 
<l4^fip%,;: 'IIb4rf^,id«i qflUlubtqatu^ 
^NTsiw ^muii^ h{ir.contrK^ iwibh, tbiwe. 
of England has hemivay^h^fht^hff 
direction of. my Mecca. It is unne-; 
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INTBOtMICTlOH. XXXi 

maauj'V) say ttu* the- dark might 
^ve bften' extmded:'tbraugb"ig«ti]r 

Totmned^ 80 ricA- uid' «iniAir>i> tbe 
sabjatti; bit I felt tti*t iAaiU woaM 
be better than.' more elaborattr descrip- 
tions ; and as 

Tht! Bli^test'sketeli, If jnsllf ttutti. 
Ib by iU-cd*aniig ibe more deftieed ; 

so I thought if I dwett too much uptm 
subjects which were obviooB in them- 
selves, my book would be thrown asidej 
and I should be preparing for my^tHf 
that greatest of all calaniities, - ^z. 
being voted a bore. -^ ■'- 
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TiMt yon maf mt tfai^ me so* uid 
that the pTDtee^^ dndow of your 
ctMOteaMace wxy not be withdrawn 
fiom me, is theearaeit prayer of your 
faumUe a ' 



THE AUTHOR. 



IM* Afril, ld38. 
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, ADVEKTURES 

OF 

HAJJI BABA. 

CHAPTER I. 

Baxji Baba, ntnu a man of eotue^ence, enjoyi his 
£g7tity. — St it ordered to coUccl ^esenlt, prt' 
_jtar<itOTy to ax embatiif to England jrom ikt 
ShxA of Persia. 

When I entered Ispahan as the shah's 
depaty, so much wind had inflated my 
brain, and my nose was carried so high, 
that I looked upon my townsmen, the Is- 
pahanie, in no better light than stones in 
the highway. Most luckily my mother 
and her husband, the aakhon, had quit- 
ted the city, and taken up their abode in 
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2 THE ADVENTUUEa OF [CHAP. t. 

a mountain village, the aakbon's birth- 
place, Bome fifteen parasangs distant, and 
therefore they did not obstruct my gran- 
deur. As for old Ali Mobamed, the door- . 
keeper of the caravanserai, whose presence 
would probably have interfered with my 
vanity, he bad hastened to follow my poor 
father to the grave, and the inexorable 
Azrael * bad long since separated his soul 
from his body. I almost instinctively 
avoided the approaches to our shaving 
shop, that scene of my early days and 
subsequent adventures, and indeed took 
but little pleasure out of the house, where, 
however, I took care to enjoy as many of 
the privileges attendant upon my new dig- 
nity as I possibly could, i ceded the seat 
of btmour to no one but the govenuv of 
the city himself, and even with him I 
never failed to go through all the restive- 
ness of a man of consequence, who, in 

' Asreel is tb« angel of death, atcording to tlw 
Maboraedan faith, who, at the death of a true be- 
liever, separatee the loiil fioni the body. 
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forcing aaotherto the seat of honour, shows 
that he does not thereby relinquish some 
pretessioan to it himself. To any one who 
was ignorant of my origin, my knowledge 
of ceremony and forms of speech must 
have appeared quite natural, so perfectly 
at home did I find myself in my new cha- 
racter. 

Tlie bueiness with which I was intrusted 
was one of no small importance, inasmuch 
as I was commanded, by virtue of a special 
firman, to levy upon the cities of Ispahan, 
Shiraz, and their dependencies, almost 
the whole of the presents intended to 
be sent to the l^ing of England by the 
projected embassy. ' By my head, friend 
Hajji,' would I occasionally say to myself, 
' thou art bom under a fortunate star ! 
Here are the beards of the inhabitants of 
two of the largest cities of Persia and their 
provinces placed in thy hand, that thou 
mayst pluck them at thy pleasure.' But 
then, recollecting some of the wholesome 
lessons- which my past life of adventure 
b2 
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4 THE ADViiK'TirKes OF [chap; I. 

and' vicissitude had taught me, I deter- 
mined to make the head of prudence gdide 
the hand of moderation, and for otace to 
show the Ispahanis that conscieac'e ib'a 
thing known in the heart of a^ least oix6 
of their fellow-citizens. ' 

The finnan was accompanied' by a cttfle 
of idstnictions, both of which, during the 
journey from Tehran, were tht^ objects of 
my frequent meditation, more particaliMy 
because they contained one certaih little 
word, upon which my mind constantly 
dwelt, and which raised my vanity to a 
most unruly height. I was styled dli- 
jah\ the high ifl station, or the Exalted 
Hajji Babal If any of my readers know 
whdt w6 Persians arfe, they will readily 
ascertain the reasons of my exaltation ; but 
those who do not must be told, that if 
there is one point of ambition among, us 
greatei' tiian another, it is ^at of being 
called alipih. Here, then, my ranki' in 
life was settled. I bade adf«u, ^ I hoped, 
for ever to the mortification of being called 
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^^9l4uiig b)it. an. alishaon *, vh.\f)i was, the 
,^e as loiig as I had been an execuUoner's 

,ji)flSjC,^r. f^ ^o|lah, apd a merchant; and 
my_ i^ftgina^oQ covld scarcely' contain the 
,ji[^ag^& o(, splendour and prosperity with 
which I was pleased to fill it. ' Let those 
j>oor deyils, the alishoom, now,' said I, 
'<hide theii::&.ces iwdier the annpit of hu- 

jinJIity! I,,who am aii alijah, may hold 
VLp my head, and look at the sun wit^ im- 
.punity/ And I did npt restrict my feel- 
ings w^hin the bounds of mere words ; for 
those .who l^ow me are, I am sore, aware 
that none ever supported his dignity better 
than I did. I did not hesitate to, ' thou' 
and. ' thee ' those whom I bad locked u^n 
as my equals, and to drawl out my de- 

* Although amah and alUhaon are worda nearly 
of die same import, viz. exalted, eminent, high in 
itctioni &C. ; atill custom has produced a strong 
dInm<nJon in fkrour of the former. 'Itis a ^le be- 
stowed on Awse of undaubtia rankj whilst Ibe latter , 

' ia.otwd ki OrddTeniug persopt in the middling cUwes 

:,of|aoctet;. 
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wat^k^t-chdlii, ' Is thy.braiuin a gt&t&of 
»aaily V with tiie superior tone of one w}h> 
takeB uuother under his jntitection. How 
delighted did I feel when I could day to a 
visitor, ' Sit,' instead of ' Be pleased to 
cotnmaDd,' the form of Apeech to which my 
lips bad hitherto been aoaisbomed ! and 
it was perfect music to my eats to bear 
myself addressed by the inSating epithets 
of ' lord and master ;' I, who throng 
life had never beea &voured with any ^- 
reesee fnuD the hand of fortune, without 
having veiy soon after received some c«r- 
responding bafifet. 

^ The instructions from the shah were to 
the following effect : — ' That the high in 
station, Hajji Baba, was to use his best 
endeavours, with that wisdom for which 
he is famous, to procure several heads* of 
slaves of different denominations, worthy 
of being presented to the king of* the 

■ Horses, asses, mules, black cattle, slieep, aDil 
slaves are sold by the ras, or head, in Persia. . 
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Fran^*; tbat they should be skilled in 
virions arts; aod that one at least, of 
cboice deformity, should be all reftdy pi«> 
pared to act as a guardiui in the infidel 
seiaglio. 

' That, in dcmsideration of diat holy in- 
|«action of the Idessed Mahomed (upon 
whom be blessings and peacel) who or- 
duoeth to give to those who hare not, and 
to be merctfel to those who are in need, the 
said Hsjji Baba is ordered to procure divers 
hotses, Arabian, Turcoman, and others, 
wiiich, on being presented to the shah of 
^e Franks, may draw forth lAw admiration 
of bis infidel subjects, and at tbo same 
time do credit to the king of kings in a 
foreign land ; and that, moreover, by way 
of a mark of special favour and friendship 
to the said Franks, a mare, if to be pro- 

" i;he PersiauB have but recently learned to dis- 
crimitiate one king of Europe from another; and 
' king of the Franks' even now is, perhaps, used as 
conunonly by them to denote oiu' soverdgn as ' king 
of England.' 
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cartel, may ti^ added, and thus .perpe^ui^te 
t^ UeBBiog of giving & jmx »f tioi^^s ;tq 
those wbo now, only, pqss^ss jade?^ w^ 
ppjmoting thpsa who Jiithfirto have, gn^ 
yelled in the miid to, be carried 9r},hJsl^ 
with theirbeadsioth^ fifth beav^m i- 

' That, as it beliPTeth tie dignity pf.thfl 
king of kingB. [ta, clothe tbo^e whom hs 
loveth ia dxesaes^HojC honour- and Jugh can- 
aideratiow,, the., Raid.. Hajiji, Baba is com? 
manded to select and gain pqasesaion of 
ceriUuD atom pfl:ffoq*deia,.^8, and y«^elB 
bom the (ojrL .manu&ctorieB of Jsp^iaii, 
Yezd, and Kaaban, as tvell as to procuie 
the ahawls of Casbiniie. woven in the 
looms of industry' by the band of scicQCi^, 
aoited to the..wamts, tastes, and fancies of 
the foUoviera of the blessed laau, in order 
that the shah of Engfond may make clothes 
thereof suited to bis own taste and pleasure ; 
and that the love of the shah to tbe whole 
Frank nation, female as well as male, may 
b^ i^aniftiBt, the s^d HaJJi is ordered 
to emplpy tailpra, ,and men cmming in 
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tte'^Aishlnihg of clothes, td itaake two 
fiill suits of dress for tbe queen of the 
Franks, '^itailar to those worn by the BancSli 
of thri rtfpl' Tiarem, dnly adOmed -with 
fAre'cloiiri strines, before and behind, above 
and bel6w, atitJ to add thereto a store of col- 
tyiijhi'.for -the eyes, kkenndk fcr^tfeming 
Ate 'hands tcaA feet, jewels for the note, 
aiia-jewtfc 'fof the eai-,' pitiB for t'he' sHiift; a 
zWib f(Sr tfrt waist, andriflgS for ftng«ra as 
*ensWfi>es. ' ■ ■: 

''iHiat, the pearl'behKg' the ornament 
pe^iar to toyalty; the said Hajji Bciba is 
enjdinedto seek for and pOs^esi'suchp^atls, 
01* strings of peari, us nfey foftn siliiable 
presents to thekirig of thfe'FranfeJ ajftd'if 
in fhe royaV fishery at BEflirtin'any sio^e 
pead df consequence has been lately' di's- 
eovered, he ia OKlered to give 'due intima- 
tidn'crf the same; ■ ■■ ' i , . 

"■ ''And he is further coinmii^ded to'miike 
tiolliofi^onsoftnrquoisesdfihdftiiestdfaour . 
of lUfe 61d mitte, in order'that; b^irig %orii 
iiid^Hlti^ about' to augiist peribtl'tif the 

*'* 
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10 TU£ ABVBNVtISBS OF [«IUIV. I. 

sovereign of England, he and bis family 
may be effectually protected ftom glances 
of the evil eye| or from looks foreboding 
misfortune.' 

To these were added several other arti- 
cles for which Persia is famous, such as 
armour, swords, specimens of Une writing, 
inkstands, paintitigs, and tatismans poo- 
sessing various virtues. And, in fine, 
I was invested with almost full powers 
to attain for the use of the *hah every 
thing that might be worthy of being pre- 
sented to a crowned head. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Jle deseribe$ the mode oflemfiitg the preitnti, Mid 
telccts ilaveijbr the me of the kijig of Engiand. 

When I exhibited my iiiBtructioDB to 
the governor, lie was struck dumb with 
astcMiiBhmeiit, and, as the phrase goes, his 
bead weot rourul and round. He was the 
SOD of the lord high treasoier, and, in his 
own estimation, a personage of great con- 
Bequeoce, and was therefore extremely sur- 
prised to find that one of my hitherto 
insignificancy should have been intrusted 
with a business of so much importance, 
and placed as it were over him, and out of 
the reach of his control. But he knew 
that the grand vizier was no friend to his 
father, and therefore he felt, however hu- 
mitiating my presence at Ispahan might be 
to him, still he was bound in policy to be 
civil to the servant of that great dignitary ; 
for such I took particularcare to call myself. 
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- ''WboBiBTpiwetdfiBd^&iblJbise tfainp, 
in tlK 'iiaiHe:of.AUah?.''8&iiitiie goTemor. 
'The kiik^ ray^iare.poor, Biid>^he'aK- 
ticlos'hste lengnwnted.'aiei only, to be 

Tfbnnd.amtogtbe.H'eslitfay. "yOul[:witfl"aBe 

(diminislwiil^dttbe'tliatigtat.'i., "' .1 ■■■[■ 
'-laneiiftewd,)' Az'&Castoijr'iziteiiferaibe 

tgoeat I am leSB thaa,dfMt{Hbul<llere.iaitibe 
kill's. finmn|.aBclvyoS'TnUi]Lilow, O >ge- 
vernor! that if these things do not'eadsbon 
jth9'faceioCdi£'«aitb,.i!kieianfM9naiiiM ^ro 

-dnae tb&mi^fltiithfliu.be'jbBaBiiiDnd.baB- 
dcediigaMla^k i..Ajd«s9efbio/^fa<pjdduos8 

iqtcitigiQuraiMutlesj''., . .' n -r.i' * j .:' 
', "' jYds/jthab is'. 'Ycryiitrqe/iaaid <ha> -a& 'be 

lO^'ki^ifiyA lOrarjittBriiratimctionQ ;< * but 
Ispahan iKBotTSiufaiay/tfafll •ItiDsa ony-be 

'pnicutodiataittiamMt^s iilDti«;.iHir Is it 
Ai^ ft^Bori Gnb^,4faat Iiiiffi^ > Eire. tOibe 
had vheilicaBcd>£ir;'nocatBthe|p«arLbMii8 

I aCiBcfaieiivolDse at hnndk. no ntrfe tfaMi>tJie 

-■■'''^' ?Vy'i/,"l'^e pro'vince iA' AVibli Wheii^'eiiii^'iie 
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taiaii^rSSlidtasbmfycttaquonem 'Silks 
uid-JTebeU< ibw.'posaeaky and Back «iB we 
have^Jid'itheiname^of'tlierPH^lwt, tale; 

'idodJailbTO, by th« Uessttg- of Alii- to-idake 
4henli 'opv ' ^e faure io abunduice; and 
upon my head iba it'to fulfll Aat pait of 
idBBiMda»ofithei.CeiitK of the Uoivetse ; 

')Uat:iBBi'f&>ri<thg *ndt, 'OUT bandit Uft'Ost 
riKH.andiiteinnist put'onrtnot ia JItb- 

•wHeitc^-' ' ■■■■,, i:>ii' .1 ' 

>'"f bUsteBWot^b'OfmyiJtuDtrrinfea/to 
bnovi'wheboetbesedifficndtiulsaavMt therb- 

'fonlliqpit^ \tbiaf9tbd/into' tiii •garBtaat'B 
ear, that I was not one c^ those ^ho'ioapt 

'<di»aaaideof mypabn in darkoesRy-bilt was 

iwlUiQ^-toifihue-irathihimiMt^adTfifcitRgea 
'SB fata might thibw in odrnmy^ i.> ij-t. 

II fThtseaidcIfouQiithatt^iiigEitookttaew 
lUun; >(Uffieahifea diBappUned;' ond^^rl&t 

^ttefordmap aoti>t« be^found^.aUjat onoe 
'bdoudd ipIoiti&U Slaves^aowitfateb^Bd 

j|^e^^9UB^ ^, l^ioises^ of all descrip,tipn^ ^ere 

.^^»fl^f>HlM,ye^T6t8.8^lawia,a^d<;al;pet8 
wenz^eti i^ia^be ootnsra «fL.iBy.a{>Q)!t' 
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mcnte; and merch ante froa Hind, B^dad, 
itad Khorasaan came in bodtea to exbifait 
thfiir men^iandise. 

CoDBidehng that I was a party concrancd 
in the embassy now id contemplation,' and 
tbat much of its credit or discredit would 
accRM to me from tiie nature of tbe pre- 
sonts by which it would be accompanied, 
I became very anxious to make a selectioa 
of slaves, whose good qualities being boA 
agreeable and useful' to the ahah of Eng- 
land, might cement tbe good uoderst&nd- 
ing between otir respective states. Many 
of both sexes were brought to me, who 
had been taken from the harems and 
households of the principal men and mer- 
chants of Ispahan ,- but few met with my 
approbation, because few were ac«om- 
I^hed in tbe arts wh^ch I oonceired wtmld 
be prized among the Franks. 1 at length 
fixed upon one, a woman ot Ethiopia, who 
had acquired the peculiar habit of hving 
almost without sleep; and when she did 
sleep, it wee with bet eyes open ; so^ if placed 
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at niglit at Aa door of the ftbnii of EDgland's 
ofaamber, she would keep Tratefa better than 
the fiercest lion. She was abo wamntcd 
not to snore ; a quality in a watohug siarre 
no doubt aa much oHteemed among 1^ 
Franks as it is in Penia. I pitched upoa 
a aecimd who was celebrated for boibni; 
rice well, and for her ekill in composing 
piroTOcatiTes ; so that whoever eat of hei' 
hondywork might be said to live twine as 
long as any othwpersoo ; and this I thought 
was the higheat compliment that could be 
paid to a crowned head, who ought, m jus* 
tioe end oooeistenoy, to tiTo twice as long an 
other mortals. To these, as a speoimenof 
the bodily strength of oar Eastern dubjectBi 
I added ^ipehlivan, or prize-fighter, a n^ro 
wliose teeth were filed into satvB, of atemper 
as ferocious as fais^ aspect, who could throw 
any man of his weight to the ground, 
carry a jackass, deronr a sheep wholes 
eat fire, and make a fountain of his inside; 
»o as to act as a spout. 
Thbse I was lucky enough to secure.; 
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hofl!:fitf^«f.thf9i,weftkei:,B«x,.WM,notflf»«h 

arfl f}l ^v(^<ot^ cweequence^o lie emgvc- 
iat^njjfld by pQch,pffl:BOoa,;% theyai;* tbe . 
appandfigq^flfjifimely ^^te, andof,tboBe 
upon whom the riches of tha.^Qiid \)Ay^- 
ima plwMtfvUK.ehiftwepedn, M,y, in^iiifs 
W]metattepd#(J to,Sih«az..,wJ)ere tfie princt} 
govBiWit'Of '(itiAtt.9]a¥ie)-oeJehi>t«d for the 
m«gpific«ace ,qf h>ft bait^ia, mAiot^wsd 
seireoU ; but ;who could dare, to insist upon 
his ii^UiMj^i&l^ingOD^naeiely foi tl^e oonver 
iii§iice:Of.jflfid¥fei,^ Ideapajced of hearing, 
of .ftny^th^ng W^h Qtighit suit my ,vi»vi», 
when juy ,emiwary , in . ttte ci^ assuxed m« : 
that h9,hM:CtV^iwd ipt9ll^eQQe.,qf one' 
wlipBftJwlwwa 8^(fiRt;W'W,all '■l>at I ftOttld 
dewfi, .«iul wjitwe price jKas.heysnd.rBx . 
biw ftnd,,dianvi»ds. ,,.He,>ya8 reported- tQ. 
b«.thfi,fltft8t,yindifiHy*» spitefjuj, and iftexr. 
oraWe of ihis,8pec^,, afl,,.wfsitchful, a^ a , 
lynx, and as w(iry Evi..ft j^c^l. , ,.^^itOu 
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gain poesessitm of him wottM' ifeqilire- i6ni.^ 
xrf, since he was the property bf the head 
of tive law of Ispahan, tat titA, decrepit, 
and jeE^ous rasa, whose numftrotis .wives, 
it wftB'said, made him eat more ahomina- 
tioti in the eonrae of a day than did all 
the revierses common to i^ortalB in the 
course of a year, 

I'tttf Boon found that my appUcatiood 
to obtftiD him were uwless, for 1 had to 
treat with a man of cotuiderable influence ; 
and as I knew that it was the wish of tbe- 
shah to keep w^ with the iateTpreters of 
the law, I did not press so immediate a 
cwQpliance to the orders contained in my 
firman as I might have done. However, 
I thought it right to despatch a courier to 
the grand vizier with the intelligence, re- 
questibg that a special command might be 
sent t6 give up this prize into my hands, 
and to hare it strongly stated, that none 
but tike' peraoa in question was fitted tO' 
fill ths high post of guardian over the wi*ei'" 
of th4>8hah of England. ' " ' 
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This instrument Bo<m produced its edect. 
The head of the law, with despairin his 
heart, heightened by j«elouBy, at length 
aabmitted to part with his treasure, and 
M^rwari, or the Pearl, for that was his 
name, was delivered over into my custody. 
For ibe information of the curious, I must 
take the liberty of describing a specimen of 
inch rare and precious deformity. In the 
first place, he had a head of enormous size, 
placed upon a thin shrivelled neck, that 
seemed by much too slender & pedestal for 
ito fluppoFt. The fade was composed of a 
sncces^on of wrinkles, which festooned 
over his features in folds of loose skin. The 
eye8.lai^e,wateTy, and bloodshot, possessed 
the heavy dulness peculiar to the snake. 
The nose was merely an indication of that 
feature; but the mouth was that upon 
which the value of the deformity princi- 
pally rested, for it was more a rent than 
an opening, the lower lip falling prone 
upon the chin, showing an inside of flesh 
seemingly on the brink of mortification. In 
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short, MfiTwari was per&cti<m. His rdioe 
was more like a «ro^ than any othier 
sound ; and, altogether, when his features 
were aet into motion, and when, at iixi 
sametime, he exerted his lungs, it is posi- 
tive that no woman, be she demon or uigel, 
could ever for one nuMnent Aaie to expose 
him. 

My assortment of Blaves being complete, 
I soon collected the remainder of the pre- 
sents, and then made my preparations for 
returning to Tehran. The governor and 
I had succeeded much beyond our most 
anxious expectations, for the surplus which 
we had managed to secure to ourselves was 
very handsome, all things considered; and I 
found the grand vizier's words verified ; for, 
as the reader may recollect, he had fore- 
warned me that this part of my commission 
could not fail of being beneficial to my in- 
terests. I determined to hoard this piece of 
good fortune as a provision against future 
want, and instead of laying it out in vaniti^, 
and in preparations for a journey to the 
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iafidels, to bury it many gez deep, well 
secured id sealed hags, in some safe and 
secluded Bpo^> ; None) Ivit [^y^elf should be 
acquainted with my secret; and then, come 
what might, the day of neeeeai^ might 
ovectake me, but it Tvould find Hajji Baba 
provided against its severi^. 
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'- CHAPTEIt^IIlL . 

1 2V m/tient «^ Ptrtiaiu and MagHjhpien ,vpon tlaiitt 
tff'fiun^ iq if at variance, — fffflj' Baba dt- 
icribei an interview with the Engliih Eichi. 

I REACHED the capital in safety with 
the presents ; my female slaves packed in 
baskets, my males on horse or mule-back ; 
my carpets, shawls, and silks made up into 
bales impervious to rain; and my precious 
stones, Sec. well secured in my own trunks. 
I made my way at once to the vizier's 
house, where I landed the caravan ; and 
having gained an immediate admittance to 
his presence, made myself welcome by a 
valuable present, which I freely assured 
him was all that our destinies had placed 
at my disposal, although certain myste- 
rious sacks at the bottom of my yakdan, I 
knew, were laughing at his beard. I iben 
gave him a long and faithful account of my 
proceedings. 
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He very acrupulously ascertained the 
amount of my offering before he paid atten- 
tion to other matters ; and at length, having 
cheered me by the smile of satisfaction, and 
the corresponding compliment of 'Hajji, 
your place has been empty,' he then pro- 
ceeded to inform me that the eminent and 
exalted Mirza Vironz, the intended am- 
bassador, had not been idle during my ab- 
B^ice, for he had been fnlly taken up in fur- 
nishing out his own state and ratinue, and 
that all now to be done, previous to his de- 
parture, was to communicate with the En- 
ghah elchi upon the letters to be addr^sed 
to the king of the Franks and his court, and 
abo to exhibit before him the different arti- 
cles which had been sheeted for presents 
to his sovereign. No embassy, in modem 
times, had been sent from Persia to the in- 
fidels, and therefore we w^e anxious to 
produce aa good an impression aa possible 
upon their minds of the wealth, power, and 
ingenuity of our country. 
The English elchi was invited by tlie graod 
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lizier to visit him one moraing, and Mbza 
FLronz waB also ordered to be io attendance^ 
when the.Tvhole of the presents should be 
displayed. No hint had yet been given of 
what they were to consist, and, excepting 
whst he might have gathered frtHn ccun- 
mon report, he -was auf^sed to be igno- 
rant of that which he was about to see. Hs 
came, and was received in the dewankhotiei, 
or hall of audience; a ceremooy seldom 
itdopted by the grand vizier, who was an 
old man httle given to show, but who 
thoagbt it necessary on such an occasion 
to make a sort of official display. The 
curtain was drawn up and extended in 
froDt of the room, the fountain in the 
marble basin was made to spout forth its 
water, and bowls of iruit, cooled with ice, 
w«re spread upon the floor. 

When the ainba8aad<» and his Boite had 
taken their seats, and when they had been 
pnpeily welctHsed by the viiier, I, who 
stood at the farthest end of tbe apartment, 
was ordemd. first to present to tbe ambaa- 
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Mtdor a list ot tbe mtended preeents, and 
thea to exhibit eadi article ra rotaticm. 

TW ilaTCs and Mfirwaii, who were in 
attcndanc*. were nuuile to stand fi>rward 
and range themBelves in a row on tbe border 
flfthebasin. AaBOonasthedchihadlotdied 
at the bat, he stopped at tbe first article, and 
esclained/Howistbis? Slaves! — Thiscac- 
tuA be — we allow of no alares in England.' 

' What words are these?' said tbe rizier 
calmly; 'you have no slares? Then how 
do you manage? who serreH yon?' 

' We are all free in our country,' said 
tiie ambassador, * and whoever contea thM« 
is free also.' 

'But, surely,' said the vizier, 'yoursbah 
most bare slaves. A king without slaves ! 
Why, yon might as well have a body widi- 
ont hands and feet. Who cooks for him? 
who attends him in the bath? who watches 
over him when be sleeps?' 

' No,' answered be, ' our king has no 
more right to a slave than any one of his 
snbjects. What you do by purchase we 
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doJby hint^ btid, irlm%4fi vtdre, ife n«t-ofl}y 
do not idtiMt ef i^srefy in our- own poasM' 
sions, bitt (mr king is usiiig'fais best io- 
flDeMSe-td ]hit i t do«a A o^fter stMes ahm.' - 

* Indeed !* siiid tfie v^er, optaio^ all liis 
ey«» flAid looking mach astonished, ' yoii 
ittely caMiot be - eo cHtr^ ? What >oaM 
bAeome of Ae pbor slavee if thsy were 
fn«1 ' Jffotbing can be happier than - tbe 
l0t'Of obrs; -but if they were abandoned 
td'-Cheir fate, dley would -etarre and dte4 , 
They are onr chHdreti, and fenn a part trf 
onrfanoty.' 

* Btat you have it in your -power to 
destroy them.' ' 

' Destroy them !' exchnmed the' mier. 
' Who ia fool enough to set Are tt hisown 
bodfle ? Who *ouW wMagty lose tHfe 
price of his slarel' 

' At all event*,' aosw^ed l!he ambds- 
sador.'you can beat them atyoutpleisore, 
and no tmo can Call yon to tin accimAt for 
po doing.' 

■' And what van hinder my beatinp; any 
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Other servant, be he ^ve oi not?' aaid the 
vizier. 'All ranks here partakeof the vtidc, 
eaoe])ting the shuh, (vfaooa: Allah inrhiii 
mercy jveserve!) trotn Jn6,iw^'<mi'tli« 
rizter,totbecoyrtfH;ulU(»i'! bndwerettDQt 
for that, who covlA eiaat, BiQ<>Bg sucb a sdt 
of madmen as we Persians. afe?' '■ ■ 

' But,' said I, in gr^at hnmillty, ' if the 
anAuBadordidbutknow'tha'^HdlfioatiiHis 
•f'thCM daves,' I am bum h« wonlil not 
feMBt their piioceadingto£^land. Uiidev 
the protection of Uie - one, the efaah of 
England might sleep .as secuiely from 
trea^enf asif he were watched <byalitini; 
and eating q£ the food prepared by 4jie 
other, ha woald newr die,' 

' Our raannefS are difienent to youre,' 
answered the tunbassador with great |mv 
liteaesB. ' Out shah, HeaTea bless his 
majesty! sleeps, like his subjects, in peace, 
— he wants no one to watch him, — he eats 
his food without the fear of poison, and 
puts as much trust in his cook, as in his 
grand vizier.' 
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* 'Then/ said' I, ' here' is the fiuaous 
paUwaa; ■■ Heis aic«a^lete AiE&adi^*; 
»'bocly'OfilKraui;'«ad haodr^f iioa ; jtta. 
ffOb't'»uniy'r«Aise:!himl' Suehvinr^M 
fwWMary tb'4fae'»talt« of . every ahoh. «iid 
faer« ib'OBe:wboluL8aDeq«al; with proper 
treatment hewiHufi^t inv^thingthitmay 
be 'Opposed' to hRAt' 

•-''iVMjttfdut-^rRee of Allah I'excUtmed 
the fiM miMlBter, ' whaterer is of-Frank 
4nigid, he WgjoU aoon-wwiiwlfite it. He is 
an aaiiaalita ke^ in a stable.' ' 

' We' baTe"oui< pehSranft too/ said th6 
ambasBidok'; ^ 'but if tkey were to be de- 
prftred df tbeiri liberty, woald toM their 
streagth. No, wecannot admit of ahtvee, 
and therrfrse i oaatiot agree to receireeven 
this one as a present tc our sbah.' 

' * Oh tiiift ismtKt wiHtderAil !' did weaH 
«x(da»n. Bvery Pemian looked astooiahed; 

• Asfandiyar, the son of Kishlasp, in Persian 
hblor;. He was called 'Braien-bodT* oti account 
of Us fKBt RtrcDgth, and ie e»t«eittedoaeof'tbe 
PenUn heroH. 

c 2 
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and Mirza Firouz seemed vexed at being 
deprived of the advMitage of making pre- 
sents, which, in our eyes, were expected to 
ensure the success of the embassy. 

' Well, but you won't refuse this,' said 
the vizier, pointing to MGrwari, — * this, 
who is without a price, — who has not his 
equal, — which even our king, the Asylum 
of the World, cannot boast of possessing.' 

' Our king is in no want of such an 
officer,' sai'd the ambassador ; ' we do not 
even know what the office means, much 
less what is its use.' 

' No ? ' sud the vizier ; ' but your 
king has his wives, in the name of the 
blessed Mahomed ! and, therefore, he 
must have guardians to superintend them. 
No women can exist without guardians' 
(looking round him at the same time to 
gather the approbation of the bysjtanders), 
' no more than an orchard can be safe 
without its walls.' 

'What words are thesel' was echoed by 
every one present, this being a matter of 
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such common acceptance as not to be 
•doubted, until they were stopped by the 
.B&glish ambasBador saying, 

' Our king has only one wife, and the 
whole of his government are guardians 
over her good ctmduct ; they are his 
Mfirwaria.' 

- Upon this speech all the PersianB laughed, 
and cried out, ' Laillahahiliallah! there 
ia but one God !' 

' How,' said the vizier, ' only one wife 1 
Then what is the use ofhis being king? 
Suppose he gets tired of her, what then V 

' How can I explain,' said the elchi, 
' that which to you must be so difficult of 
comprehension "i Women have frequently 
been our sovereigns. The meaning which 
we apply to the wife of your shah, and to 
an English queen, are totally diiferent.' 
: ' It is plain,' said the vizier, after weighing 
the subject in his mind, ' that there is great 
difference between our customs and youi«. 
Women here are counted as nothing. We 
put no trust in them. We look upon them 
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as entirely devoted to the use of man; and 
you M^t Jls welt expect tkk tigtx'ta do 
homag^ e6 the lamb, ks'to aee'a PeniaD 
'Staboiill to 'bi ruled Vy ^ wotHtai.' '• No;!iio, 
the fttZ2H*«»A only srtbmitB W ih* brdw^ 
hti wte wf<^ds the HbatpMt mari. ' '^hto 
sword ! the dword !' exclaimed the gVUid 
vizier, makblgb horizotttal motion witfa }m 
hand at thesame time ; "^ 'tis the Bwotrd which 
s;ovHm9 us; there is tiothing like a good 
tuaifakei'**" ' 

' fiut, hi the name of the Prophet, tcU 
me,' said Mirza'Fkooz to the ambasBtdDr, 
' your ahah must liave more women belong- 
ing to his household than this one wife? 
He must have bis dkncing and singing 
women, — the keeper of his clothes, — 
his fitoryiellers, to set him to sleep, — his 
watchers at liie door, — his private cooks, — 
besides, the chief wife, the Bantnt of the 

" Zuairaker was thefamoosBwordof the Propbet 
Mahomeil, which he alleged to have received ftrom 
the angel flabriel, and presented to hi> mnJn-laW, 
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btwem-^-the moBt be waited apon; and if 
,«be tus chUdren, tbeymust be served l^ 
yimmB^i, asd »ll, these women together 
require the codAioI wxisupariDteDdeiice of 
ntch persons w Mflrwaii. You cannot 
.f$A.e uK.bsliflTe that the wcwaen (tf-your 
country are so diffenn^ faaa ours, that 
iibey, are .left without pT<^ier spies and 
.gqstdiaiiii ovet, ihtmJ 

..' However extraordinary it may appear 
to you/ answered the ambassador, ' sach is 
really the case. Ooi wofnen are under no 
control, and are jovt as free as oar men. 
Our fcii^;, respected and loved aa he is, 
icould no more attempt to keep his wife and 
■her atteudfuits in the state of aubjecticHi 
and confinement in which they are kept in 
Penda, than he could, without a trial, cut 
off tbeir heads. The taws would not allow 
it. And as for placing spies and jailorti 
over them, that would be totally impoesible. 
In the first place, where could he get them?' 
' Getthem?'exclaimed the vizier; 'make 
diem, to be sure, in the same manner that 
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they are made here. A vizier who mis- 
behaves, — a refractory khan, — a thieving 
mastofi, or secretary, — in short, any thing 
will make a Mfirwari; and a very good 
situation they get of it, let me tell yon. 
Then all one's prisoners of war are ta^ed 
to such good account in this manner.' 

The ambassador appeared horror-struck 
at this speech, and still persisted in refusing 
Murwari to proceed to England aa a pre- 
sent to his sovereign. But he assured ns 
at the same time, that when the anxiety 
of the king of kings for the s^ety. of 
the honour of the British harems was 
known, he made no doubt tiiat such good 
intentions would he received with suitable 
expressions of gratitude. 

But having refused the slaves, he made 
up for any unpleasant feelings which he 
might have caused in our minds*, by the 
rapture which he expressed at the sight of 

• The refuml of a preaent in Pctms is always 
esteeined an afFront, and between crowned heads is 
s signal of naitike intentions. 
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the hwses which were intended to be sent. 
He was, luckily for us, no great judge of 
them; and, therefore, the animal which a 
Persian would m<»t likely have rejected, he 
accepted with joy. What they wanted in 
excellence we, however, made up in tine 
Bounding titles. One covered with marks, 
foreboding • ill luck, was called Khoda- 
bakth, or the Godsend. Another, white 
with age, was the Pearl. A third, who 
would never permit its ears to be touched, 
was known by the sportive name, of Ser- 
mxtt, or Drunkard. Besides which there 
was a Hawk, a Hero, and a Bosom-friend, 
all names descriptive of the qualities of the 
animal. It had been in contemplation to 
add an elephant to the horses, seeing that 
its daily consumption of food was very in- 
convenient to the shah's treasury ; but the 
ambassador having remarked that it would 
be difficult to transport it on shipboard, 
ihat part of the plan was omitted. 

To the other presents the ambassador 
^ve his ready approbation. In the same 
c5 
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manner as we had named the horaes, so 
we dealt with certain Bwords and pieees of 
armour. One sword Was called Timoor's 
whip, and another traS said to be the very 
scimitar with which iN'adir Shah made his 
entrance ihto Delhi. A' handsome cohilet, 
helnifet, AtiA coishes of steel inlaid with 
gold. Were prGBented as baring beloiiiged 
to the fkitioua Shah Ismael; wllilst a shirt, 
iriscribed sffl Over with choice sentences of 
the Koran, arid which had been worn by 
the shah's -ancle, the great Aga MtAamed, 
dtiriilg tdl' his vran, was sent as a specif 
mark of the friendship of the shah to the 
person of his brother of Ei^land, with a 
pressing reqiiest that he would wear it. next 
to his skui whenever be went to battle, for 
that it was a sure talisman against any 
danger m or out of the field. 

To the shawls, the nu^ificent quilts, 
the Herat carpets, the silks, the Telvete, 
the brocades, the ambassador made no 
objection; and he also accepted, without 
hesitation, of the pearls, the turquoises, 
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the rubies, and the emeralds. The con- 
lemjilatioD of the dresa intended for the 
.queen seemed to afford him some amuse- 
ment. When it was spread out, the jacket 
.opeaed to ditplay tb& embroideTy, the shirt 
.wid) its ingrafled precious stones, and the 
trowsers so well padded and overlaid with 
cloth of gold ^ to Ktand by themselves in 
jthe middle of the room, he laughed out- 
right, and although he assured us that his 
queen would find it inconvenient to put 
(m these artiQlea, since the Frank women 
dressed differently to ours, still with great 
good will he Bgiee4 to number this among 
. the presents. 

The conference being thus terminated, 
the ambassador returned to hie house, 
leaving us to express our astouishmeat at 
the stxange things we had heard concerning 
Ute extraordmaty countries which we were 
about to visit. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Oflhemannerofcoadtictiitgarm/alcorretpondeiice 
in Peraia. — A genuine teller from the king of 
Pfrsia'i chief wife to Ihe i^m of Engbind. 

The next most important matter to 
settle was the letters to be addressed to 
the king of England and his ministers, in 
answer to those bronghtby bis ambassador. 
This was a subject of much consideration, 
for it was a long time since we had ad- 
dressed any one of the kings of Frangistan ; 
and it would be difficult, in so doing, to 
ascertain how far the Asylum of the Uni- 
verse might compromise his dignity. The 
ambassador from the shah of England, 'tis 
true, had brought several oddly shapen, 
oddly written, and strangely sealed letters, 
whose form and appearance were as dif- 
ferent from tiiose used in Persia, as was 
the ambassador's smooth chin to the grand 
vizier's bearded one. What the Franks 
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expluned to as, as intended for the seal, 
bnt which we thought at first might have 
been some precious salve, or ointment, was 
that which created the greatest curiosity 
amongst us. It was contained in a gilded 
box, and upon it was impressed a figure of 
strange import, representing a man on 
horseback killing a beast. Our learned 
men were called upon to offer some- ex- 
planation. The nearest which they could 
ftfford was a conjecture that it might re- 
present Rustam killing the celelvated wlute 
devil ; hut this was laid aside, for what bad 
the Franks to do with onr great hero, and 
where was the white devil ever heard of 
except in Mazanderan? The explanatioQ 
which the Franks themselves gave was 
this, that it represented one Oeorgio, one 
of their favourite im&ms, who was always 
at work to keep a furious dragon from 
desolating England, and attacking their 
king ; and, therefore, that the representa- 
tion of this great and everlasting miracle 
teas used as a talismaq to all writings, and 
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to every ttHDg ivlating torojralty,byi«tiidi 
means^ecoUotiy was jveserred in safety. 
This seal being attached by CCrtaib ibUcful 
■trings to'the bottom of t&eJetter.Vaithe 
caaSeof mufcb didcnsBioBbetweebtbegivnd 
vizier abd the elcbi".' 'The'for^ei"a6faeHtil 
thatit denoted and acquiesced in inferibritif^ 
the latter main^amed thot'nD'sadi fcnlebt 
could be itnplied,''for''tk8t tJte'Mng'of 
England' esteemed himaelf itifbrior M iM 
crowned head in 'existMce; We astetted 
our'right to place the shah's cieal at iht 
verytdp of the letUr; but this l4ie elcht 
rejeCtled with much h^ignation, because 
he had fooQd out tbat diis form was only 
iwed'itr 'Persia toWardb an inferior. Wie 
then ofi^rdd' to stamp it on one side of the 
writing ; tliiB also 'he objected to, because 
that might look like too much fatniliarity. 
He then sug^sted that the seal'might b« 
[daced on a separate piece of paper, and 
inserted loose in (he letto*; to which we 
willingly agreed, because whilst he as- 
serted that it was placed where it ought 
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!» be. we might) on our put assert, if we 
cbeWf &at'it WS4 tDteM^ for the very 
top'of thei]ett«a' - 

-Tfa&ietter U<lbD^ traa camposed, and 
wMrbx^^edupoDitifiia-iaodel of fine writing. 
3^ MooiKhi ed Matnalek, the great mooo- 
shiof state himaelC had applied the whole 
of-hif g^u8 tei:a^4ctid^:Hu^ flowers of 
lai^iiage aa would not £iil to difluse joy 
whoD exhibited Id those derk atid dank 
regions of the north ; and it was remarked 
l^at-the refined alliiHions which it con- 
tained, .were 80-4iffipiUt<if comprefaenwon, 
except t>y minds the most acute, that no 
cpmmOB mortal could e¥er ' pretend, thcK 
roughly to understand what was meant. I 
cannot. charge my memory with the coQr 
teats of the whole letter, butibere was one 
passage in it which was admired by all the 
court as a. most finished piece of doquence, 
and repeated from mouth to mouth as the 
acme of composition; it was this: — 

' When the flmver-garden from which 
the sweet-smelling flowers of this letter 
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have beeD culled shall be Tefreshed and 
Watered by the oscillatiotis of yourmajeBty'a 
eyes, beaming good fortuse, and when their 
fragrance ehall have risen in soft incense 
into the inmost chambers of yonr under- 
standing, at that auspicious moment may 
you be seated on the throne of health, and 
reposing under the canopy of a well'or- 
ganized brain.' 

]yow, what common mind could ever 
suppose that this was only intended to 
mean, ' we hope that this letter will hnd 
your majesty in good health?' 

There still existed one difficulty, and 
that was, to answer a letter which had been 
Written by the queen of England to her, 
whom, in the ignorance of our customs, 
the English called the queen of Ir&n, and 
which was accompanied by a present, con- 
sisting of a portrait of the queen, set round 
with diamonds, suspended by a chain to 
be worn round the neck. Now, although 
the shah's principal wife is called the 
Banou Harem, or the head of the seraglio, 
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yet her sitaation in the state bears as 
little affinity to that of queen of England 
(from what we could ascertain) as, one 
may say, the she bu&lo kept in the en- 
closure for food and milk, has to the cow fed 
and worshipped by the Hindoo as his god. 
Our shah may lull and create banous at 
pleasure, whereas the queen of England 
maintains her post till the hand of fate lays 
her in the grave. However, it was neces- 
sary to answer the letter; and after it bad 
been tried by several of the office scribes, 
it was at length undertaken by the great 
(uoonsbi, who had succeeded so well in 
the former instance. As such a corre- 
spimdence was new in the annals of the 
empire, I will herewith give a copy of this 
letter, in order that the world may know 
that genius and wisdom are flgwere pecu-< 
liar^ to the soil of my country :-t- 
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\Lettp-Jr(M.tk€,tiKg.fifiPa!mU chief ^w^e 

gWFflWit,ftf Iho Vu;Eq*iMwyi^;tBP(t«d pf 
fakei aecns3ti(Hi« and viih. BfiJM»^iiim,tiait 
*M. t^itestirafniyiif >3P rgvnia^£KnBiiff.49^ 
his (nptfaflr'8 Tirtipei rWe twilHjBIBraiiaoBi^, 

tb* aoc<mf^9d «f ^e fl{^; srboae beft4 

ees§es of the sky; aitd BolwgjBS ti^^tgn 
Gemini, reseooUing the cma&i, is a^o^- 
Fent in the heareiui. . We beg te^e !• 
aasure your mftjest^ of our EOBCsre .(tfisc 
tioo.aQd to acquaint you thatatAA au^i- 

* The sanctiua of the highest authoTity has been 
gradously given Co the publicatiuti of this original 
letter.' 
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ciotu period l^e lite ^Itreath of the angel 
Gabrid comtnaniciltiitg gretc^/'aiid at & 
CiaK' like' thA itrt^bt^tiDg respihitkm of 
lA^Wka^-Hsaithe letter 6t ifat helo-ni 
«Mefv^MM!«d'iritlk nnMk and zaAiergra, 
(«st^^'AN;W^4eFa^io, iMrfiii&in^ btr 
aaMttlI%' With Ute Ijteatli of otir belofed 
Bitrter.'ttad'fbasMisg our' deligbted senaet 
Wilh'ttw iaftoieating odoar ofitfte'Hlj. 
IW'^Wiw^MA taatmV, whibt tfa'^'g^ai^ 
fiM'inWtfa tile "aHauTHnotof your m>i^«sty*i 
fHffidlditp, werefitiiEiattM'bf the aceomr 
pIMnnenU df tUeu^tul' of ow iUaBtHous 
siBter.' By theblessii^of AUfth, tbe^- 
asoe Wweea the two st&'tes ie so finn, 
tiratthe distiHattotais-of thfr pen in the gar- 
den of conotffd, tbe variegated flowers of 
haroiony tutd unanimity thereof, are esult- 
ing and Boriling: From the exchange of 
ambassadors the doors of friendship are 
thrown dpeQ on all sides. It is necessary 
that the sweet-singing nightingales of the 
pen of correspondence shonld warble some 
notra in the garden of affection, and open 
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the buds of our deeigii ia performing the 
pleasing duty of acknowledging, witb 
tbankB, the receipt of the acceptable pre- 
sent of OUT beloved siater, which we have 
hang upon the neck of accekapI»hiB«st. 
May your house, the dweiling of kindness 
and friendship, ever flourish. The duties 
of friendship point out the neceesity of 
occasionally sprinkling drops fiOBi the 
cloud of Uie pen, to increase the verdure 
of the meadow of affection. May your 
majesty's honour and glory be perpetual.' 
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CHAPTER V. 

3fte nblA a ambtuaior to Ettgland and Bt^i Baia 
■ ,^ltteiHifii[ au4i*«ce qfleavfof the Asj/lum of lAe 

I<'Tbbsd letters, with otiier8,fn»ntb«mi- 
anitera«rf Persia to those of England, in 
-which the business and interestsofthetwo 
states were discussed, Jiaviag: been. duly 
written and communicated to the English 
ambassador, nothing was now left to be 
d«ne previous to our departure, but that 
Mjrza Firouz should receive his audience 
of leave from the king of kings. 

The astrologers were consulted upon the 
most fortunate hour for the beginning of 
of an enterprise of such great importance 
both for the individuals engaged in it and 
for the state whose interests were con- 
cerned, and they fixed upon the anniversary 
of the death of Omar; a day sacred to joy 
among the sectaries of Ali. On the day 
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previous to that of departure we were 
ordered :to take leave of the shah, a^.the 
Eoglish awbaasat^i w^ »Uq. invited tp.be 
preseat ou the occa^on. Ip order, to tx-' 
od*% evfry advantage from the awirdt of 
fete, the king determiaed to seat himself, 
for the first time, in a saloon which had 
been newly erected, aa aet always looked 
upoB as productive of. good fartniiB, and 
thither we. repaired.. His majesty was 
seated in a |Coiiwr> reposing on hia peari- 
ingrafted cushion of state, and OH' his carpet 
ornamented with, precious stoncfi. The 
grand viuei, the iord high tteasarer, aad 
the seaKtary of state were standing before 
him, when Mirza Firoux, followed by my- 
self, entered the court-yard; and after hav- 
ing stood on the buder of the marble basin 
for some time without our shoes, Mirza 
FiroBz, S3 a maik of peculiar cMidescen- 
sion, was ordered into the room, and took 
his stand near tfie viaier, while I remained 
fixed whore I was. 

The Mirzft thought it necessary, and in- 
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eteed it'w^ proper etiquette OQ such ao 
cidsaAioa, to felothe his face Wilh looks of 
gtfeat d^jftfetf(Mi7 coMdfermg How soon he 
«bs tb't)l^''d^ved'6f 'AeaQ-itis^iHog, 
aa(J''aH-:exltllArating preeence' of the grext 
IS/B^'i and-i^en he ' -stood' ' tefofe his 
itaftj«8tf «i^"'dowti(t«8t '^ee, i^ilb hie 
Itantebefore him; and vtiUi a hnmble' half- 
incltned' ctirvatnre of' the body, one might 
nppoa^'tfaat h« Was a eritHlnEd'bi^tight 
up for eortdeBmatiiMS M9ier Uion obe' who 
was about to be clothed wi'di' the great 
digaity of being reptistentatiTe of one of 
the greatest soreteigns of liie itoHd. 

• Whjrare yon thus dowticaatt' exclaimed 
the ehah ; ' after all, do not you enjby the 
king's coKdesceosion ?' 

' Beiii', belli, yes, yes,' exdaimed the 
three ministera all in a bi«ath, whilst 
Mina Firoua's looks were cm the brink of 
tears. ' Y«b,' said the vizier, ' the con- 
descensicHi of the king of kings once se- 
cured, can any thing elso be required?' 

' Tis true,' said his majesty, addressing 
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himself to Mirza Firouz, ' you are about . 
embarking in a Bhip, you are going on the 
Bea, and will live among the infidels, but 
recollect that by so doing you ensure to 
yourself the shah's approbation, and then, 
Inshallah ! please God, when you return, 
your face will be whitened to all eternity. 
What can you wish for more ?' 

' Inshallah! InshallahF was echoed by 
the three viziers, whilst Mirza Firouz 
knelt down and kissed the ground. 

' Besides,* said the shah, raising his 
voice to a tone of gaiety, and smiling with 
great benignity at the same time, ' besides, 
reflect what wonders you are about to be- 
hold. Instead of losing the faculties of 
your brain, consider yourself one of the 
most fortunate of men. You are going to 
see the most celebrated beauties of Fran- 
gistan. You will see the faces of the wives 
of my brother the king of England, doubt- 
less the gems of the beauties of his domi- 
nions. You will see more wonders than a 
Persian ever yet saw ' 



:sdi.,Google 



CHAF. T.J HAJJI BABA. 4B 

Upon this, Mirza Firouz broke thesileoce 
of his tongue, and exclaimed, ' May the 
condescensioQ of the king of kings never 
be less. May be live a tboiuand years. I 
am less tban diu>t, and am ready to cover 
my bead with ashes. Let me but live 
to return witli a white face, and I am 
willing to undergo whatever miseries the 
infidels may choose to inflict. Whose d(^ 
am I, that should refuse to obey the orders 
of the king of kings ? I have only one 
supplication to make before I go, and 
which I b^ permission to place at your 
majesty's feet' 

Here he paused, waiting for the royal 
answer, when, after a minute's interval, 
the shah exclaimed, ' Say on.' 

' My supplication consistB in this, that, 
encountering the dangers, so celebrated 
and well known, of the great seas, the 
tempests, the rocks, and the monsters of 
the deep, dangers which no Persian can 
think of without shuddering, should this 
least and most insignificant of your ma- 



i. '.ooglc 



60 THE ADTEHTDSEB OF, [cHAT. T. 

jesty's slaves happen to be swallowed up, 
he hopes that his house* may still enjoy 
the protection of the king of kings ; and, 
moreover, that his son, now an infant, his 
only child, may ever sit nnder the shade 
of the throne. I have said my word, and 
my supplications are at an end.' 

'Yes, by the head ofthe shah,' answered 
the king in great good hnmour, ' yes, make 
yonr mind easy ; lay your head on ^te 
pillow of confidence for whatever may 
happen after all I am a king ; your son 
shall be our son ; and from this day we 
appoint him one of our slaves in ofSce ; and 
when he shall attain the proper age, shall 
wait upon our person, and watch over our 
safety. Go, go; collect your fears into a 
heap, and bid them rest' 

Upon this, Miiza Firouz again knelt, 
and touched his ff^ehead to the ground ; 
whilst the viziers exclaimed, * Moihaliak, 
Mashallah !' 

■ When a Peraiaii t&Iks of bis khaneh, or bonee, it 
is nnderstood that be meaiH bis women. 
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. The English ambaasador was then in- 
troduced, and with bim a yonng infidW; 
one of hia stiite, who was appointed to 
attend the Fereian enibassy to Engknd to 
act as inteqireter, and, when the occasion 
required, as mehmander. They were per- 
mitted to be covered by the same roof 
that sheltered the Asylum of the World, 
and were invited to take post in the room'. 

-When the accustomed bows end pro- 
strationfl bad been made, and the shah bad 
delivered his kXosh amedeed, ' You ere wel- 
come,' he said ; 'by the blessiagof Allah, 
i^chi, this will be a fortonete day ftn the 
interests of our two states. The ^ah has 
spread his carpet in a new place, aad he 
hopes that the despatch of his embassy U 
£nglend will be attended with the good 
fbitune which siich an act secures;' 

To this speech the elchi bowed>, and sftid 
he fervently prayed that the friendship 
which now existed between England and 
Pereia would last for ever. 

The shah then expressed a hope that 
d2 
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the person whom he had selected as his 
rei^esentative would be agreeable to the 
English nation, and requested that the 
elchi would make it known to his go- 
Terament that he was a man enjoying the 
royal confidence ; and in order to that he 
added, ' You will be pleased to notify 
officially to my brother, the king of Eng- 
land, that he has been honoured with the 
highest distinction which a Persian subject 
can enjoy. The shah this day endows him 
with one of his own robes.' 

Upon thts.asigualbeing made, a servant 
brought, wrapped in a napkin, a catebi, or 
furred cloak, which had frequently graced 
the royal person, and it was immediately 
transfiNTed to the shoulders of Mirza Firouz, 
who ODcemore knelt and kissed the ground, 
whilst the viziers and the elchi compli- 
mented him by saying, ' Afobarek, may 
you be fortunate.' 

The shah then addressed theking of Eng- 
land's representative, and asked him, with 
great politeness, whether he was satisfied 
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with tlie presents which had been selected 
for his court? to which he received a 
flattering answer, and said that only one 
thing was wanting to make them com- 
plete, namely, a portrait of the king of 
kings, in order that the people of Eng- 
land might fonn some conception of the 
beauty of his person, and of his dignity as 
a sovereign. 

To which the shah was pleased to make 
a suitable reply, saying, that he had not 
been unmindful of that part of the am- 
bassador's wishes, for that his painter-in- 
chiefhadbeen ordered to preparea portrait, 
not only of himself, but of the princes his 
sons also, which he trusted that his brother 
of England would accept as a mark of his 
peculiar friendship. The painter-in-chief 
was then ordered to exhibit the portrait, 
which was indeed a great and immortal 
effort of art. It represented the shah in 
the chase, in the very act of piercing an 
antelope with a spear on the fullest speed 
of his horse, with the crown on his bead, 
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his magnificent annlets bacUed to his ana, 
and dressed in all the state jewels. The 
paints:, with inimitable ingenuity, had 
contrived to introduce forty of hiB sons, 
like ao many stars in the firmament blazing 
in different constellated gronps ; bat for 
want of room he could not introdnce the 
rest. 

After it had been sufficiently exhibited 
and admired, it was rolled np, and prepared 
for the journey. 

The assembly was now about being dis- 
missed, when the shah stopped the English 
ambassador, and sending for the court poet 
said, ' We hare still one other mark of our 
friendship for the king of England to show 
you. Through your hands, O elchi! the 
shah received a box, on the lid of which 
your aged sovereign (for we have p«ceived 
that his hair is white *), has caused his own 
person to be painted. We have faithiiilly 
kept this gift, and cherish it as it deserves. 
* In this portrait of George III. the hair wu 
powdered. 
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As a tetnni, we have caused this trinket to 
be made.' At the same time he drew from 
under his pillow a pocket looking-glaes, 
cnriously painted and enamelled, upon the 
lid of which was a miniature pwtrait of 
himself. ' When my brother shall look 
upon himaelf in this miiror,' said the king 
of kings, ' he will also see our portrait; 
thus two sovereign heads wiU be reflected; 
and in order to illustrate this we have 
caused our poet to write the ode which is 
inscribed on the surface of the frame.' 

Upon which Asker Khan, the melek-al- 
ikokeroh, or the prince of poets, who had 
now appeared, was ordered to read aloud 
what was written on the opposite lid of the 
glass ; and clearing bia voice, and stroking 
down his beard, sang as follows : 
* Go, envied glaM, ta wfaere th; deatin; calU thee; 
G<v thou leaveat the preKnce ot oae* Cswr t« 
receive that of another. 

* To thi* day one of the tillea fay which the sul- 
tan of the Totka ia known in Penia i^ Kaiser 
, Bim, the Osar of Rome. 
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Still thou bearest within thee thy nverdgn's form ; 

And when thou 'rt opened again hy Britain's king, 

Thon It reflect not one Ciesai, but two CeeBara; 

Not one hrother, but two brothers; 

Not one Jemsheed, but two Jenisheeds; - 

Not one Darab, but two Darabs: 

And as the two Cesara thus become one. 

So will the English and Persian nations uaite. 

The friends of the one will be friends of the other; 

And the enemies of either shall be enemies to both. 

Go, envied glass, to where thy destiny ualls thee ; 

Go, leave the presence of thy soTereign fo Teceive 

that of his brother.' 

All the assembly seemed struck by the 
beauty of the poetry, and the ingenuity 
which gave rise to it. The English elchi 
assured the shah that it would be received 
with the greatest satisfaction by his own 
sovereign, who would not fail to look into 
the mirror at least once every day; whilst 
the viziers and Mirza Firouz did not cease 
to extol the wisdom of their royal master for 
having contrived so infallible a mode of 
uniting the two nations in friendship, and 
of bringing their respective sovereigns so 
near to each other. 
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DuriBg all this time I had stood on the 
brink of the basio, and the ehah had not 
deigned to notice me. But when be dis- 
missed Mirza Firouz from his presence, 
and when I was pointed out to him as one 
who was to accompany his ambassador to 
England, he exclaimed in a loud voice, 
whilst I kissed the ground, ' Qo, do good 
service; labour hard to make the shah's 
face white in a foreign land. Open your 
understanding and learn things useful. 
The shah expects you to understand all the 
languages of the Pranks at your return, in 
order that you may be able to translate all 
their books, and let us know under what 
star the infidels of those unknown regions 
draw the breath of hfe. Go, and having 
done this, the condescending looks of the 
king of kings await thee.' 

I had ^carcely strength to stammer out, 
' Be cheshm, upon my eyes be it,' so over- 
powered was I by the shah's kindness and 
affability; and as soon as Mirza Firouz 
had reached me, and we had gathered up 
d5 
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our slippers again, we retreated whence we 
came, and went our way to make prepara- 
tions for inunediate departare. 

But however exalted I might have felt 
by the magic* of the shah's words, still I 
clung in preference to realities ; and, there- 
fore, at the close of day slipt out into the 
skirte of the town, and in the burying 
ground, near to the tomb of the unfortunate 
Zenab, I bur^ one heavy sack full of 
tomans. At least, «iid I to myself, there 
■hall be one spot in the world towards which 
my thoughts may turn with interest and 
affection! 
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CHAPTER VI. 

7^ Fertiaa emioMg leavet Tehran. — The oin- 
baitador maket a tolilogt^; and Sqjj/i Saba 
tiounhoiD aellhtcan taake htTtuelf agreeable. 

The embassy to England was composed 
of the foUoffing persons : — 

Mirza Firouz, . ambassador. 

MirzaHajjiBaba, secretary. 

-, , , _ ("the master of t 
jUohamed iiee, -^ 

\ monies. 

Ismael Beg, . aazir, or steward. 

Aga Beg, master of the horse. 

( peish khedmet, or foot- 

i man. 

C jehwdars, or head 

t grooms. 

r ferath, or carpet 

I spreader, 
running footman. 



Hashem, . . 

Abbas Beg, . 
Hossein Beg, 



f the cere- 



Taki. 

Sadek, 
Feridoon, 



barber. 
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Hassan, . , . cook. 

_, , , , (black slare, the trea- 

MahbooD, . . j 

* surer. 

c ., C ditto, valet de cbam- 

^"'' • ■ • 1 b,e. 

Besides many me/iters, or stable boys. 

The young infidel before alluded to, who , 
had accompanied the English ambassador 
to Persia, and who knew but just enough of 
our language to misunderstand all that we 
said, was to proceed in the train of Mirza 
Firouz, and when we had reached his own 
territory was to act as interpreter; for be 
calculated that during the journey he would 
be so much under the necessity of learning 
Persian, that before we reached England 
we should be able perfectly to understand 
each other. 

On the evening before the festival of the 
death of Omar the tents of the embassy 
were pitched at one parasang from the 
city; and on the morning of that day, when 
every good sbiah was devoutly heaping 
curses upon that long deceased usurper. 
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precisely at the moment prescribed by the 
aatrologers, Mirza Firauz and suite issued 
froib the Casbin gate. We were followed 
by our respective friends, who did not 
cease to put up prayers for our prosperity ; 
and the day was passed io'frequent com- 
munications with the city, in order that 
every part of the baggage and equipages 
might be got together, previous to ulti- 
mate departure. 

I, 'tis true, had but few friends to re- 
gret my loss. Hitherto, I had formed no 
ties in Persia; I had neither house nor 
child belonging to me, and I left Tehran 
with few regrets. But it was not so with 
my companions. The ambassador himself 
had only one wife and one child ; but he 
had, besides, a large establishment of 
slaves, who, as report gave out, contri- 
buted to his happiness. Several of hia ser- 
vants had wives and families ; and it may 
be imagined what black water * was shed, 

*M liah, black water ; so the Fersiaiu figuratively 
call tern. 
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when it wae known .that the object of the 
journey they were about to luidertalLe wa* 
Frangistan ; a countcy which, in the miod 
of a Persian, scarcely exists but in imagi- 
nation, where the unclean beast is eaten 
without scruple, and Mahomed the blesaed 
treated as an impostor. I had conversed 
&eely with most of my future companions, 
and learned that very few of them had evw 
been beyond Ispahan ,- so igncnant were 
they of almost every thing save their own 
hills and plains. God knows by what 
magic I had acquired a sort of reputatioo 
for knowing a great deal about the manners 
and customs of Europe ; .and it was qoite 
amusing to listen to the extraordinary 
questions which were made me concerning 
them. One asked, ' How shall we get 
there ? underground, or how V Another, 
' We hear that their only food is the UDr 
lawful beast; how can a Mussulman exut 
there?' A third said, ' At leaat we shall 
get wine, for we are told they drink no- 
thing else, and that all their water is salt.' 
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The nasir avowed his intention to take 
•sreral loads of rice with him, expecting 
to find none in Europe; end he seemed 
very much puzzled how to convey a anf- 
ficient quantity of Shiraz syrup in bottles, 
to make his master's sherbets. The stable- 
men were anxious to know whether barley 
grew in the countries they were going to 
vieit, and whether chopped straw wsa 
also to be had in abundance. The bar- 
ber wished to ascertain what quantity oi 
soap he was to convey; and the cook 
whether pots and pans were common to 
Franks. 

Having been joined by the EngHsbman, 
who had clothed himself in onr dress for 
the journey, we at length departed, and 
toroed our horses' beads towards the land 
of infidela. I must not otoit to mention 
here, that, out of compliment to us, he per- 
mitted his beard to grow, and thus cleared 
up the question whether Franks ever could 
luve beards 1 All those who visited our 



:sdi.,Google 



64 THE ADVSIJTITBBS OF [CBEAP. TI; 

country looked as if they had been pre- 
pared for offices in our harems; but now 
that we were positive they possessed the 
seeds of a beard within the soil of their 
face, we were angry that they did them- 
selves and their conntiy such little justice 
in oar eyes. 

Ever since my return from Ispahan I 
had endeavoured to ascertain upon what 
terms I stood with my new master (for 
such I must call him), the Mirza Firouz. 
It had been whispered to me that he was 
jealous of the selection which the grand 
vizier had made in appointing me to col- 
lect the presents. He very probably would 
have liked that commission himself, or, at 
all events, he expected that he might have 
saperintended it, by sending one of his own 
serrants to execute-it. I was told, that, 
dependent as I was upon the prime mi- 
nister, the ambassador looked upon me in no 
better light than as a spy upon his actions; 
and as the grand vizier himself was his 
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enemy, he natnrally expected that I should 
be 80 also. Therefore I was advised to 
keep well upon my guard, to open wide 
the portals of prudence, and to close the 
avenues of indiscretion. 

In order to do away with those im- 
pressions I endeavoured to insinuate my- 
self into his good graces; I well knew 
his weak points, and'there made my ad- 
vances. My former experience of his 
character bad taught me that with flat- 
tery, flattery as palpable as the gold which 
covers the coppered cupola of the im- 
perial mosque at Tehran, 1 might, if I 
chose, always carry bis beard in my hand, 
and make him walk round and round 
my little finger. Accordingly, I sought 
every opportunity of entering into conver- 
sation with him by riding close behind 
him whilst we were on the road, or stand- 
ing before him when we made a halt; and 
I so humbled myself by not presuming 
to sit unless he bid me, that he became 
much pleased with my attenUons, and with 
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the tone of defeninoe and autuoission tliat 
I bad adopted. He had alwayB been- fa- 
mous for the indiscreet uae which he nude 
of the great powers of speech with which 
he was endowed, and every one luiew it 
was Qwii^ to that circumstance the grand 
Tizier had determioed to inflict upon ium 
the honour of beii^ an ambaeaador to 
countries beyond the sun, in the hope of 
being rid of him and his tongue pechaps 
for ever. 

We had not travelled many paiKsangs 
ere he broke loose from every restraint,' 
and gave fiill vent .t^ his feelings. - Sor- 
rounded by his servants, who, although 
taken up with their own thoughts upon 
leaving their homes, etiU were ready to 
take part in what was passing in his, 
he lanched out into the following stdi- 
loquy : — 

' I have done the. needful to his 'fatjier's 
grave ; I will neither spare his wife jioi 
his sisters. May an old ass make love 
to his mother! By the blessing of the 



:sdi.,Google 



CHAP. VI.] BAJJI AAAA.. 67 

Prophet, a hundred dogs, one after an- 
other, will make a corner-stone ofiua beatd, 
and every day bring tbeirfriendsJio follow 
their examples ! Ob, thou old flint-heart i 
thou whose stone never sweats * ! In- 
shallah 1 please Allah ! whatever curse WM 
ever conceived, or whatever misfortune 
was ever known to befall, may they all 
alight on thy head at once !' Then tumit^ 
round to me, be exclaimed, ' Hajji! by my 
soul, and by your own death! you who 
know the world, who have eaten the dirt 
both of Turk and Turcoman, how is it 
possible that you would consent to eat 
that of an old niggard?' Then looking 
straight forwards, and talking aloud as he 
rode at the head of the par^, ' Well, and 
now I am an elchi! and to whom? to the 
Franks — to the king of the Franks ! May 
they and their fathers' graves be eternally 
defiled I And I am, forsooth, to leave my 



■ This designation is irequentlj applied t 
misei; as vre might say, a sldn-flint. 
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femily, my child, my country, to go wan- 
dering into nnknown regions, amongst 
beardless infidels, all because this old ill- 
begotten vizier chooses to think that the 
shah was beginning to he too mindful 
of me!' 

' Yes,' said I, ' whatever you are pleased 
to say is true, and I, who am less than a 
dog, agree in all your feelings. But, in 
the name of your child, the shah's business 
must be done by somebody; if it be not by 
you, it would be by some one else; and by 
your own beard, let me ask, who is there 
throughout the whole of Iran, excepting 
yourself, who could undertake it?' 

' There is no one else,' exclaimed Mo- 
hammed Beg, the master of the cere- 
monies; 'mashallah! praise be to Ood! 
who is there like our aga now in Persia? 
Who is the master of wit, the master of 
thought, like him?' 

' Yes, yes,' echoed I, ' and the owner 
of accomplishments, the lord of penetra- 
tion.' 
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' A man of judgment and design,' re- 
joined the master of the ceremonies. 

' Of good heart, good temper, and good 
fortune,^ answered I. 

' True, true,' said my companion, • thera 
is none his e<jua1.' 

' Besides, mashallah ! look at bis person,' 
screamed I ; 'a handsome youth, with 
narrow waiat and broad shoulders ; a good 
rider, and one who has not his equal with, 
the spear.' 

Upon hearing this, Mirza Firouz, who 
bad permitted the free circulation of our 
words to enter into both bis ears, struck 
Uie stirrups into his horse's flanks, dashed 
(^ at a bound, and making a deviation 
from the road on the fullest speed of bis 
horse, took a long sweep, and returned 
to as, apparently quite pleased with bis 
feat. He then suddenly stopt his horse 
with all the force of his arm a few yards 
from xa. 

' Praise be to God ! ' was echoed through 
all the baud when they saw this, which wafl 
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answered by the ambassador by calling 
for ajerid, or staff, and exclaiming, ' Tis 
most true ; I swear by the beard of A)i, 
that in point of horsemanship there is no 
one like me.' Then calling out to me, 
' HaJJi, in the name of Allah/ said be, 
' let US make a little play.' Upon this I 
dashed my horse onwards, and fled &om 
before him, in the most courtier-hke style 
possible, when, as he followed close upon 
me, he was pleased to lanch his jerid at 
my head, and inflict thereon so serere a 
blow, that the stick rebounded to some 
distance, and left him nothing to wish for. 
This was a signal for the rest of the party 
to abandon the sobriety of their steady 
travelling pace, and to commence a skir- 
mish all over the plain, hooting, kicking, 
pulling up, advancing again, and, in short, 
doing all that which men taking a ride for 
mere pleasure would do. 

When this exuberance of spirits had 
8ul»ided, and we-had again collected into 
the train of our cluef, he asked for his pipe, ' 
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and Bmoked and chatted until we reached 
our first stage. 

Notwithstanding the blow on my head, 
which had in a great measare stopped the 
flow of my applause, I managed to keep 
up a good countenance; and though I 
rubbed the sore place, I still conld laugh 
at the jokes of my chief. By way of 
a jeer, he frequently said, ' Ay, Hajji, 
it ia lucky that the blow was not worse. 
<$od was merciful ;' which set all those 
around us upon the broad grin, and in- 
creased the satisfaction which he enjoyed 
at the contemplation of his own draterity. 
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CHAPTER VII. ■ 

Titambaaador eaerciitt hupriviltgf*t AntXotm^ 

ajtds^tt, fit defiance a paiia of three lailt, — T'heg 
reach Constantinople. 

We traTelled' through Penia' by easy 
stages, and made a halt for a few daye at- 
Tabriz, to reeeive the oommaads of our 
illustrious prince royal, preriouBlyto quit- 
ting the territory of Persia. Having 
taken obwge of -bi» lettsrs for Ins ancle, 
the king' of England, as well as some 
additional presents, we pwseeded on our 
march agmn, passed Erivan, ranged the 
foot of Agri-dagh, or the Wild Mountain, 
slept at the Armenian monastery, and 
crossed, without an accident, the rapid 
and dangerous stream of the Aipachai. 
TraTersing the frozen re^OQ at Armenia, 
we reached Kara, where we rested two 
days; and, without meeting any of the 
much dreaded Cfirdish robbers on tite 
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mountains of Saraalu, at length reposed 
in An Room. 

Here the ambassador was well received 
by the goveinor of the province, a pasha 
of three tails, who did bis utmost to make 
our stay agreeable ; but it was evident tbat 
we ent*red his t^ty at an unlucky hour, 
because a circumstance, not long after our 
arrival, took place which destroyed the 
good understanding that at first had 
subsisted between the ambassador and the 
paeha. 

Sadek, the running footman , as depraved 
and worthless as the worst of his fraternity, 
had shown dispositions to abscond even 
before we reached Arz Roum, having more 
than once expressed bis sorrow at leaving 
his own country and its pleasures. We 
had not been many days arrived, when it 
was announced to the ambassadw that he 
was nowhere to be found; and moreover 
that one of the gold pipe^eads and a horse's 
gold chain were missing. Instantly a 
search was instituted ; the pasha's officers, 
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as well as some of the ambassador'a Own 
servants, were sent in pursnit, and in two 
days after the fagitive was lm)aght back, 
and convicted of the theft. He iras sauted, 
tied hand and foot, and the ambassador, 
in the hearing of tb« TniUsfa officean; pro- 
claimed his intention of'outting effhis 
ears. This was reportedtothe paeha, who, 
feeling that no punishment of .that de- 
Bcnption ought to be iaflioted eaefipb-by 
himself, and that ti» peralit bnefa ao act in 
his own city would be tlrdwin^ away his 
consequence and au&orityt lis determined 
upon making a reraonstranoe ' with the 
ambassador; and' ordered his pna^iped 
chaousb, an old grave Tnik wi£h a white 
beard, to carry a very civil message td dut 
purport. , 

The ambassador was aunoinded by all 
his servants when the chaonsk entered, and 
was still in t^e bei^t of k£s fliry at the 
delinquency of his running footman. He 
was pouring out a torrent of words, cursing 
first the day he had set out on this ex<- 
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ipedition, then the vizier who sent him, 
then the Turks and their country, when 
the 8<Mmn sod of Ounan interposed his 
telam ale^tuni, pesne be with yon! and took 
Im seat with ell due levereope. ' 

' What has happened 1' extJumed the 
ambassador to bis visitor, ' 

' Nothing,' answered ikv i^aonsh. 

' Have you seen what abomination that 
rascally conntrymau of ours has been com- 
mitting'?' said the wnbasaador. ' Please 
fleaven, bis father fhtS bum ere long. 
'We are not such asaea tb let him, escape 
gratis^ Until' I have got his eaxs into my 
pqcket, not a dh>p of water passes jny lips ; 
of that make your mind easy, O effendi ! ' 

' The pasha, my master,' said the Turk, 
' makes prayers for your happiness, and 
has desired me to inform you that such 
things eannot be.' 

' What things cannot be?' exelaimed 

the amhftssadof with the greatest viyacity. 

* What cannot be 1 Shidl I not, tben.cat 

off his ears ? Ah 1 yod know but little of 

£ 2 
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Miriia"Ffrdbi'Jf i^V'ftHhk^^f' ^By'ffig 
Hic^'d^ikii of tlh'e rtoJ.Wtl; l^tKgMi bf 
the sha'ft.'^^'tH^'ilaay-s ^Mff/^d'l^hW 
d^ath,'l'fl?oWa amiHi <luf (iff Sis ^al^itB^ 

gdin'^j as'i^Wotia'dfidif'^ 'iA^-'igpfteilf' 

W'e 'ki'e' fat6' madiiie'i'S^e 'i^ersS^iA f'WMH 
nbtstand'upoVi trifl^fe'.'''i ''"''' '('''■ '^''' 

bythe^olutllit^arirfiiiatlierdf'tirf^^fetSai, 
' my ma8tet''ordkt8 me to bay'fHatlie't^flM 
of thike'tails,' abd tliift, tltetefbrej ilo^^ 
can b^ cat olff iH Arz Koum ekc€pt h^ 
hi'mself.'' "■'■'■■'■ ' '■ ■■■' ''i ■'i hjjl-' 
'^ttree' taird^'^'exclaiftied' the 'Mortis, 
' Ihrae,' do 'yoii ^^y*^ ' '^ ^le [iasMa'"ba^ 
three, -T liave fifteen; aiid'if Ihat wo'tfl:' 
do, I h'ive i hutidrea; arid'if thtt IJerioit 
enough', ^iMiim tTi'at I HaveonetlitidBiild" 
and'oiie tails.' 'Go, for'the'lore'df- Allah,'- 
goj and till him moreover, since^'he briiigS' 
his three taite'Wtil' the ktc6u(it,' tha:t the 
ears are off, off, off.' Then Calling- itlood' 
to his ferash, and to two or three other 
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Hff^mt^, he said ia a most peremptoiy tone, 
't <J|o, rasca^, 9|ikick, ^y,,l>iiDg Sad^'s ears 
tfl.l9^AV'fiV^'|^t-J'Utl)"wMlum! If 
ii^'fra^ii^ftyi ?m,,I ffflSld «*t thvn off.' 
^^fl^^rfPWfflS-Jt^.ith.p, cjfao^^, ,who had 
aJr^yigotnOn lii8|fq^|; iR, re^ipegs to de- 
If^rV^e fis^dr,'. 3JIay,y9xir. shadow never be 
less. May God prot^<ft,^oti. Ma|^9 my 
pirayfir^,SC9«pt?.ble to jthe ;pasha, and tell 
him a^in.if,fie has three Jftils, J, by the 
hl^aipgpf the Prophe^, j^aff? fifteen.' 
, , mppp tfejp ,tjie Jui^. !E)X£lftimirtg ^om t,be 
tpftqipHof.hifl g^^t/JCa ^/a^a illallah! 
t£ere is bnt one God,' walked slowly.away, 
U)A bad iQf>t prt^ceeded many steps before 
h^QietfiheP^iaB^ coming up, bearing the 
ears gf their ooimtiyman, or sometjpiif g very . 
like t^em, on the cap of a saucepaa, and 
wbjo did not fail tp exhibit tfi?n\ t9 the 
pl)i;eg^ai(ic Qamanli with appropriate ex- 
preasiops.pf sppei^il^pii^^^sss. 

ISiV, paeba. enraged, at this, treatment, 
M)0n,piadpiO9r.):f>sideQCf.in big, city too 
disagreeable to invite us to stay longer 
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than necessary, and accordingly we very 
soon after departed, leaving the cropped 
Sadek to fiitd his -way back to Persia in 
the beat manner he was able. It was, 
howoTer, known afterwards that he de- 
parted with his ean on his head ; uid-tJut 
the bits of flesh exhibited on the lid-of liie 
saucepan were slices of a yonng'kid; for 
whether tbe execntionert of their master's 
commands knew that it waa in no wise in- 
his nature to be cniel, or whether they were 
the cnlprit's personal friends, it is certain 
tliat he iared very tefad^ly for his roguery. 
Ailer having ti»rerBed , the "long and 
tedious road through Turkey, quarreling 
at every poat^mise, and increaung oar 
stock of hatred for tbe sectuies of Omar, 
we at length descried 'ihe cupolas aod 
minarets of the capital of the Blood- 
drinker*, the vast and magnificent Con- 
stantinople. 

The ambassador was received with proper 
* Atitleb^whichtbentltanofTuikeyialuiown 
in Penik. 
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nrenooy uwl reispect by tiie Turlush au- 
ifaoptiee, and a laige, house at Scutari 
allotted ' to bin and. bis. suits. A meb- 
awmdflr waa, also Appointed, wbose duty 
^na .to : collect, aod.distjjbute tbe daily 
tattowanc^ ^,,ptOTi«oiia gcapt^.for the 
naei.of thfi embassy, .accordipg to the 
establisbed upagw. of. tlie, empire,. Tbe 
'yooDg infidalr wbo bad qQcojpapa^aied, ns, 
aod who now jnad^ Jbimself .tolerably well 
undentnodin oTir^gH8ge,ieftii8,a|idtook 
up biB <[uarteiB .ampng his own people; 
and shortly after pr^eded us to a city 
called Giaour It/air, or the Infidfel Sppima, 
in wder to pF«[Nwq ^ isbip, to conduct us to 
England. 

Tbe ambassador, soon after hia arrival, 
Tinted the grand vizier, and in succession 
most of tbe principal Turkish officers, many 
of whom took a great liking to him, and 
seemed to-take much pleasure in bis con- 
versation. However he m^bt be pleased 
with this, still bis native hatred for the 
Turks never forsook him, and he never 
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lost &D Opportunity of expressing it, when 
he could do so with propriety. One day, 
at a confidential interview with the grand 
vizier, at which I was permitted to be 
present, that minister, celebrated for being 
a pure and bigoted Mussulman, tallying 
of the power of the Franks in general, of 
their institutions, and also of the jr obstinate 
adherence to , their own retigipus faith, 
exclaimed to the ambassador, ' Ah, n^y 
friend, when wilj the world be, cleansed 
from this most accursed race ^ of unbe- 
lievers ? What is to b^ ^oae ]' , 

' I teli you what,' answered the Mirza, 
' Allah must do it ; for, between you and I, 
I do not think that you ever will.' ,, 

On another occasioi^. when on a v^t to 
the mufti, that great chief of the law, 
having sufficiently deplored the embassa- 
dor's evil destiny which led hint to ijui^ 
the land of the true faith, in order to in- 
habit the regions of infidelity, said, ' Great 
will be the mass of impurity with which 
you will be overwhelmed before you return.' 
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How shall you ever cleanse yourself there- 
from V 

' lashallah ! please Heaven,* answered 
iny chief, ' by not returning through Con- 
stantinople.' 

' Tne ambassador was once invited to au 
assembly of Iree livers, where wine was 
introduced, accompanied, by singing and 
music. This brought on a discussion upon 
the respective merits ofTilvkish and Persian 
music, when a young effendi, who showed 
great pretensions to wit, said, loud enough 
for us to hear, ' As for the effeqt which 
their music produces, we know that when 
a Persian sings we always expect that it 
will rain.' 

. ' And we in Persia have always re- 
marked,' exclaimed the ambassador, ' that 
when a Turk sings he sets all the asses 
Ibraying in response.' 



e5 

I, Google 



THE ADTENTCRBB OF [CHAP.VIII. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Mirxa Firtma reeeinet a pretent of a Circoitian 
ilaet. — Hie hUtory of her captivity it deteribcd, 

A JEW days before our departure, tho 
ambassador Beat preMots to the principal 
TuHtish officers, and received oHhn^ io 
return. Be had formed a great intimacy 
with one of the secretaries of state, ajovial 
spirit, who was addicted to pleasure, and 
particularly food of Persian poetry and 
literature. To him he presented hit own 
favourite riding-horse, accompanied by a 
beautiful co}^ oC Hafiz; and as he wu 
anxious that they should be well received, 
he requested me to present them myself) with 
the proper compUments. Yarak Effendi, 
for that was his name, expressed himself 
greatly pleased at this mark of his friend's 
attention, and professed himself at a loss 
what to offer in return. He consulted me 
for a long while upon what I thought would 
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be most agreeable to him. Of shawla he 
knew that he had abundance. Pelisses aiid 
fiirs he also knew were common in Persia. 
Stuffs and brocades were more beautifully 
manufactured with us than in Turkey. 
English goods he would not offer ; we were 
going whcoice they came. Amber-headed 
pipes the Persians di<l not use ; and we 
neither i»ized their horse-furniture northeir 
carpets. What then was to be done? At 
leigth a thought stnick him, and he ex- 
claimed, ' I have it ! I have it ! The am- 
bassador, I know him, is an admirer of 
female beauty. He shall not go among 
the infidels to put his beard into their 
handa. He shall have my new Circassian 
alave ; she is beautifnl as the moon ; and 
it is scarcely an hour since she has made 
the profession of the true faith, t bought 
hoc (Hit of the ship she came in bnt yea- 
t^ay, from that arehman-etealer, Khersis 
Oglo, and he assures me that she is of ' 
Circassian blood, and a princess; bst I 
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supt)Ofie the kafir lies.' Then addressing 
himself particularly to me, he said, ' May 
I venture to send her toyour agal' ■ 

I professed igoorance of bis tastes, and 
said that I would soon inform him of the 
ambassador's wishes on that head,^aot 
douhting that' if there was a possibility of 
taking^ such an additjon to his suite with 
him, that he would not hesitate in so doing. 

AccOTdingly I cetunied to Mirza FiroDZ, 
who received the effendi's proposal at first 
with ecstasy; then with hesitation ; and at 
length, by way of not doing an uncivil act, 
he let him know that he could not have hit 
apoii a present that would be more ^reeable 
to him. 

At the close of day she arrived, veiled 
from head to foot, mounted on a horse, 
and escorted by the effendi's black man 
slave, who received a handsome present 
m money for his trouble. She was im- 
mediately conducted into the ambassador's 
house, who had ordered a suitable place 
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for her reception ; aoH when he went to 
visit her, we collected ourselves into a body, 
&nd freely discuseed the [vobable conse- 
quences of this proceeding.' 

' He will eat a good allowance of his 
wife's slipper/ exclaimed Ismael Beg, the 
nazir^ ' if once he gets within reach of it, 
should she become acquainted with what 
he has iloae.' ■ 

' Ah'!'BaidTaki,the'ferash,wbo8eemed 
to know much of the int«ri<H of his house-' 
hold, ' the khanum is at a igreait- distance 
now; and until that time comes tbei world" 
may have turned upside down.' 

* Were she a Georgian,' remarked Seid; 
' there would be no harm done, for they 
are tractable; bat<lbeing a Circassian, 'tis 
time to put our trust in Qod. , They are a 
bad race.' ■ 

'Georgian or Circassian, Lesgui or 
Abkhasians,' said the master of the cere- 
monies, ' they are all children of the devil 
together^ I hope'tbe arrival oftbisstranger 
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among na may not bring afihes upon our 
heads in a foreign land.' 

' I tell you what/ said I, ''wliaterer jt9 
may think on this occasion is all very well, 
provided we recollect that she is the elchi's 
prt^erty ; and although she is <me woman 
amwig 80 many men, yet, mind ye ! he alone 
is her master.' 

• Yes, O yea !* they all exclaimed ; ' whose 
d(^ are we, that we should think other- 
wise?* 

The next morning the ambassador, c^ 
bis own accord, gave me the history of his 
slave, which he had got from btf own 
mouth. It was briefly this, that she was 
the daughter of a Circassian chief, who 
lived near the banks of the Black Sea, of 
a character so lawless and depntved, that 
even among his own countrymen he was 
called Shaitan backeh, or Child of Satan. 
His cruelties and drunkenness would have 
been of httle consequence had they been 
merely the effect of sudden passion; but 
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gambUng was the vice to whicb he sacri- 
ficed every other feeling ; and this led him 
to comimt acts of unheard-of enormity. 
To 0B« of these acts, this poor slare had 
fidleu a victim. He bad gamUed to such 
as excess with a neighbouring chieftain, 
a man of greater power than himself, that 
be was totally ruined ; and determining to 
make one desperate effort to retrieve bis 
losses, he reaolred upcoi selling all bia 
&mily as slaves to the Turkish merchants 
who made that traffic. He accordingly 
atntck a bargain with one of the most 
«iterpriung of that profession ; and on a 
eotain day it was agreed that he would 
fiimiab a fixed quantity of slaves, both 
male and female, who should be embarked 
in the vessel waiting off the coast for that 
purpose. When he had been apprised of 
the arrival <^ the ship, upon pretext of 
giving an entertainment to his family, be 
collected the different individuals com- 
posing it under hia roof, and invited them 
to join him in emptying certain skins of 
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wine which had heeQ provided for the 
occasion. Whet he 'saw that ' the men' 
wei«" eilfflciently intoxicated forhis' pur-" 
poBe,'iHt a'signa] giveti fais'boAse tvas sut-'' 
rounded by a host of armed Turks,' the 
crew of the slave-ship, and they tmnte^' 
diateiymade [ttisotlers of all tbe&oiupany, 
carrying' away the 'druftkaWJs like' logs, 
and forcing offth^ women. ' Besides her- 
self, wbo' waa "his daughter, lie had sold 
hrs wife aUd two oflier brothers, with one 
of his own, hiB father and mother, tncf 
women servants, two aunts, and an uncle ; 
and byway of completing the dozen, he 
stole ft priest who was riding quietly by at 
the time, and added him to the pwty. As 
Boon as they wette 'embarked, the vessel 
set all sail, and not many days after they 
reached Constantino|Je, when she was im- 
mediately bought up by the secretary of 
state. 

The ambassador said that her Circassian 
name was Mariam, but that he intended to 
call her Dilferib, or the Heart-enslaTer, 
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oinng <to (he great fagcination of her 
manner.' He deaoribed her as being low in 
statitrev and^f ,a ntuad and melon-formed 
peraon, bat poascMing. syes.of finrprising 
aiKeian4.fir«,andae(mip)fixioa as verdant* 
as even ^e most celebrated beauties of 
Irftn. . He seemed quite elat«d ^witb his 
acquisitiiao, and fixpresaed bia intention to 
have hei instructed ui.aU.thc-art» and ac- 
complishments which thfi Europeans are 
c^>aUe of teaching. She vm to become 
mJetress.ef embroideryv o£ .tailomg, of 
making stockinga, and. tfvistiug ringlets. 
S)ie waa.to le«m to sing, dance, and p]ay 
musicaUub^ments. Xa short, he intended 
to ^ak^ her so accomplished a slave that, 
it^caaasome coneiiiatory present were ever 
necessary^ ta thb shah, ha might have her 
ready at>hand to secure his peace.' At pre- 
sent be'deacribed her.^ totally ignorant 
She could give no account of her religion ; 
she could neither read nor write ; and her 

* Svbi, or green, is i word lued in Perdin, 
denoting a brunette. 
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whole morality seemed that of reveogiog a 
family quarrel, and showing hospitality to 
thestrangn. She wf^.p^ffwtfy agreeable to 
become a follower of the blessed Mahomed, 
and pronoooced the ■ptokamaa.fd-lh* Wa 
fiuthwithoataQtoment'shemtatioB. 'Wliat 
she may prove to be in character,' said the 

amhsAwdoE, '.AUvb osiy Itmvmi 49^ iwiU 
eutirelr deprndtttpon i^ gw>4iw..Mhifski 
andupoatlie.pps^nof thej^ifupetf.att^ 
tiiimxrfher,fintie;9J)gmy.l»oi»f(e.r' .. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Thi ambaity leave Conttmttiiwph, reoth Smirna, 
. ami tmiark on hoard on Engluh thip. — l^eir 
r^fj^mt <m hoard u described. 

TkB' ambassador haTii^ recedred in- 
tolligince' Jrom-' <3taoia"7iintr'tbat a ship 
was m ftadineSB to receiTe lilm and his 
suite, in order to convey him to London 
(for BO is the foot of tbe English throne 
called), we proceeded on our journey in 
the same manner as we had travelled from 
Fwsia, with this differeoce, that Dilferib, 
the CircasBian, who now had been pnt 
under the special chaise of the two Uaok 
slaves, Mahboob and Seid, was mounted 
upon a mule, closely veiled from head to 
foot. HaviDg passed the two lai^ cities 
<^ Brousa and Manesia, traversing a coun- 
try which produces every thing that can 
contribute to the happiness and well- 
being of man, we at length reached the 
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city of our deatinatioiiy aituated od the 
borders of a ma^iflcent bliy^ and tpBiA 
Infidel, bE;cause it f^N'lx'jBrB m^^ Evropeatt 
merdljaiits, maiQr Gr^elos^ and mmiy Arm^ 
nians, who driok ^^ine qpMily;, aad whbw 
hogs are dlowe(ltq.TF9llL. about thieetmetst/ 
Upon entering it .\(;e Wew o^9r,our shoiUdera 
to keep the iippuritjr ,gf it», iiababitttito fit)m i 
tt8, and then took up,(imq«arteifl iaaboaBb. 
which the Tufj^^ goyarnweat bad. been 
enjoined ^;piep{i^e.fw tM ambawftdor's ■ 
receptioi). ,,, . . : . , ■ • : • 

We had ,been gice^^d apaniaang be&re 
our entry infp tbeifi^t^bjtheryMing Ii^lisn- 
who, ID qu^i^,pf ,cDehiaandart':b»d pro-, 
ceeded from. Conet^ntj^Qple t»..pmfiarft" 
our way; and he inf<)nned tlie.fUnbwBador, 
that two ^ipq were in.^^iowa^ the one, . 
aB he described It,, a ^arge.ship beloo^Bg. 
to the shah of bis ctwu^r destiaed,- for. 
the use of the.ep}baH^; and anotbet hired 
from a merchant, for the purpoae of,,CDa-" 
veying the horses. He assured us that' 
every thing was ready for our receptioDr- 
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tiibt all 'tbe- pravimABs were on board, 
AlBp for »wiikbt>ks, ^dats for our milk, 
faidfv gee«i/"datA»,"'^bii tUfkeys, and 
pkn^ ofmat^. " Ttfere yh.B duly one thing 
viuiiih iMt wJbhed' tO' Sscb'te/in',' lianiely, 
n^etbto' tfaie ttihb&DyftdOr l&ed' to sleep in 
afbiMiWhich', by his dei(!rip^on^ was made 
t0<iai««'ibM^>#Hrdi' aod'Tbhvaxds, ar'ohe 
^iahiKmaitviA' mttiott'a.ry^ "' 
iiIg*olr«tlt'a6>#6'w«re ttf'tfid nature of a 
Bbipi^mtd df'etety drbutinrtiliide alttending 
a sea life, we became much puzzle'd at'his 
qaestit^i' la Vbe tlrit '^tie', that a ship 
Bbdiildi fi^ialii^ ()es<i^bb','ft^'^'i[^m-' 
yardy <*ootaJmhg' all' *h'e aniiriaU''he ha<l 
e»aiiQei(<ated; BUrpri^dus'hbd a'littie; liu't 
why a'bedi'SfeottWbe'aiade to iriove about 
waB'eslfeiirtJypiiEztirfg; Arid *By it should 
enn be aq^dfitiotlv^^lier k mkri should 
lie '\vBieti br'be t66ri(** bsAwitrds ind for- 
wardsi;was stilt to fee expldtibd; a'nlltli^re- 
forc'thel'aittb^b^Of'witelylttft^e tiiatter 
atfeit for the present! nntifWe should be 
bett^lr able tb'judge* for ounelves. 
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This, and various other circamstaaces, 
gave UB great matter for diBcusaioii, and 
increased onr impatience to aee tUe Frank 
ship, and all the wonders wht(^ we anti- 
cipated that it would contain. The meh- 
mandar was not aware of the circumstance 
which had added the Circassian to oar 
party, and as he wa^ acquainted with our 
customs, which required the seclusion of 
women from the gaze of men, he hastened 
on board to make the necessary arrange- 
mentfi, and left os to prepare ovr ba^;age 
for immediate departure. 

The ambassador was very anxious not 
to leave the shore and set foot on board 
exceptingatafortunatehour; and he con- 
sulted thereupon hia master of ceremonies, 
Mohamed Beg, who had a good knowledge 
of aatroli^, having studied for some time 
under the celebrated Mirza Cossim of Is- 
pahan. He did not discover any fortunate 
conjunction of the planets for a week to 
come ; and we were making up our minds 
to remain quietly smoking the pipe of pa- 
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tience, viien, the second morning after onr 
•rriTal at Snima, onr baggage having been 
•nbarked &» daybefote, the mehmandar, 
attondadt^^ecaptainofthe ship, came to 
announce that all wan ready, that the wind 
wa» fair, and that we nuut embark. This 
had not met the ambassador's calculation, 
and he pomtively said that be wonld not 
Mir. The want of a good moment, said 
he, was not tobe disregarded; and what- 
ever any body «lBe might think, he for 
hifl part valued his life and the beard 
upon his chin too much, to commence such 
a hazardous nnderrtaking as that of embark- 
ing npon a ship commanded by infidels, to 
go to infidels' countries, without having the 
full sanction of his own astrologers. He 
was strengthened in his reecJutioo by Mo- 
hamed Beg, who, strong in his scienoe, and 
obstinate in bis converse with the heavens, 
declamd tJiat to go, merely at the invita- 
tion of an iofidel, who, becaufe the wind 
blew fair, thought that no other requbite 
wa^ wanting to a prosperous voyage, would 
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be dewnriglit ttadnenyaaA^-weeordiagly 
Uioy twth reaokvbl that -votlimfi^ shtiuld 
jaaksdmustHj' In nuavbktbmiklitn^ulM 
andcaptata aBriithbt tbc r:an>at fortundte 
moateitBiuely'WBithM.iTtettlfewiild'Was 
fair; aodUut if 4he)r|jemiittetl-it'te akiA, 
they might DatJbe:aU*<lK> Bftil for jaany* 
week; noUtiag tsmd^ andl, «ad.ikej «m 
about to walk.awi^ in dcapaw, wii«a,aBtiifi 
best of all good hxek wostd' b«T« it, die 
aisbassadcs uteeaed twice. Exerj aao 
having canipliBi«*(ed,hiiii( lH),said, ' ThiM 
is a good (Moeo; if tha atan were now 
bat ' pN^lious, what aa exeeUeot no- 
meat for departare 1' At that very instant 
Mohamed Beg also anaezed twice! We 
were aU in eoptasy. ' Pnuse be to God, 
and thanks to Allah!' oame from emy 
lip, and there was not a diaemting voice; 
the omen waa - too stfo^gly pronouaced. 
that farther objections should be BMdei and 
the amba^Bador immediately announced 
his readineas. to proceed. 
We then without delay, putting onr right 
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legs foremost on crossing tbe tbrsHhold 
of ithb house, proceeded in a body to the 
beach, where bo^'had been pMwided to 
take us on- boardj ' Then seMwd to be 
eoHidoMbtoi cevcmeoy ^nong- the Franks 
on (hifl oecasiMii. The uabaaMultH' and I, 
and one of bis riaves bearing his shoes, 
were placed m the largeot boat with the 
mehmandar end the captain ; whilst an- 
otherconwyed thereBt^tkeauiteand the 
CircaasitKit The head of the stable, with 
his grooms and staMe-bAys, were embarked 
tm board the horse ship. 

We had reached the frigate tdl but about 
one maidem, when, wonderfiil to behold, at 
the sound of a aiaiti whistle, out jumped 
hundreds of what we took to be rope- 
dancers; for none but the celebrated 
Kheez-Ali of Shiraz, inimitable through- 
out Asia for his feats on the tight rope, 
could have done what they did. They 
appeared to balance themselves in rows 
upon ropes scarcely perceptible to the eye, 

VOL. 1. F 
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ascending higher and higher in graduated 
lines, until on the very tip-top of the maet 
stood, Tvbat we imagioed to be either a.gin 
m a dive, for nothing moattal siurely everat- 
tempted such a feat. We bad no sooner 
reached the deck whither we bad aJI been 
whisked up (die blessed All best know 
how), than instantly such, discharges of 
cannon took place, that with excess of 
amazement our livers turned into water, 
and our brains were dried up. 

' In the name of Allah!' exclaimed the 
elchi, ' what does this mean? IstluBheli? 
or is it meant for heaven? What news 
are arrived?' All this he was exclaiming, 
whilst the captain, standing before him, 
made low bows, and seemed to claim his 
admiration. And it was only when iha 
firing had ceased, and that our ears bad 
somewhat recovered the shocks they bad 
received, that the mebmandar stepped up 
and said, this was done in bcMiour of his 
excellency, and was the ^knowledged 
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mode in England of treating persom of 
distinction. ' May your shadow never be 
lees,' rgoioed the ambaasador. ' 1 am 
very sensible of the honour,' at the same 
time thniGtiag his fingers into his ears, 
'•and I usnre you that this mark of di- 
Btitiction will leave a lasting impreBsion 
Qpcm m«. But what is the use of dis- 
charging GO many cannon, and wasting so 
ntHch precious gunpowder J You bare 
fired away more powder than our shah did 
in the celebrated siege of Tijs, when, with 
three bfdls and ope cannon, be discomfited 
a boat of Yuzbegs, and kept the whole of 
their kingdom in fear of bis power for ever 
after. But how many cannon have you 
on board, in the name of the Prophet?' 
said be. The mehmandar answered, 
' Forty-four.' — * Do you mean actually 
forty-fotr?' said' his excelleacy, ' or do 
you mention that number as indefiDite, 
signifying a great many, as we say chehet 
minar, forty pillars, when we talk of the 
f8 
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ruins Qf PtiTupolis.) Of rttie.fi£ai«/.I«n, or 
forty bodies, wh^, w^jW^uW dfisoribeiitbfe 
many Baints buri^ in t^hie, imuiagie^iun n&u 

Shiraz?' , I .,.,, .. ,.,/ 

'I mean actually igrtyrtbm/ ifiajd, Uie 
mehmacdar, appealing to tk^' captain of 
the ahip, who was staadiog Dear. ' But 
that is a mere triSe,' added he. ' Our king 
has many ships that carry three times, this 
number, and at Least fifty beuing the same 
number^ and when all the guns which- ate 
carriod about from one end of the woiM to 
the other are enumerated^ you muat oeaae 
cooutnig by handrede, but' take to thour 
sands.' 

' ' There is but one God!' exclaimed the 
ambaasadoF, putting bia finger in his mouth 
at the same time, and deeply cogitating. 
'You see what I said before u true,' turning 
towards mc and others of the suite who 
were gathered round him ; ' I told you once 
before, that the English dig up their oannon 
all ready made in the mine, and this proves 
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it. Oehttiwes.'ttith alltheiblacltstnitfas of 
Irtn at *ork fiom nidrfling'toDigllt, would 
iKrrerMftke bo tahhy gnus.' 

' Yes, yes,' was answered by us. ' We ' 
Mtienitatti'^aMynle: ' "Hitse Franks are 
lil«vils;sAtiUeh,'^dtinotb*r. 'Wonderftrl 
things shall ws'hwe to say whett we re- 
turn to'Persia,' said a third. ' Then all at 
once, SB if by magic, we saw imnnnsA' sails 
loosened from places wh«e' the eye before 
saw nothing but wood and tope ; and ere a 
mollah could have eoimted his beflds and 
said an hundred ' God foi^ve me's,' we 
began to' move at a rapid rate through 
the water, and an universal commbtion 
among the houses, ships, trees, and moun- 
tains which surrounded us appealed to 
have taken place, and we were given to 
the mercy of the waves. 

' We are gone and doubly gone, now,' 
said the ambassador;" we are in the hands 
of Allah!* 

' Qod be with us ! oh, Mahomed ! oh. 
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All,' exclaimed T. * AH send ns all safe 
back,' groaned the master of the cere- 
monies. 

' Ameen! amem!' echoed the remainder 
of the auite. 
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The nooelty ofikip-hoard to Periiaas is described. — 
' They learn the diffbrenee between aitronomy and 
astrology. 

When we had exhausted ourfirRt asto- 
Dishmeat on the deck, we descended into 
a room ornamented with looking-glaBsee, 
and fitted up with various conveniencies 
suited to the habits and customs of Euro- 
peans. And here the question of the bed, 
which had before been unintelligible, was 
madecleartoourunderstandingB; for it was 
a sort of hammock, and resembled those 
used by the Armenians at Julfa, where one 
end of it is fastened to a beam, whilst the 
other is fixed to the wall, and thus swinge 
backwards and forwards. The ambassador 
chose to sleep in one of these. I extended 
my mattress on the grondd in an outer 
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room, and the servants spread their car- 
pets between the euna,,haflging up their 
musquets, sworda, and pisl^ola uoon pegs, 
as they were wont to do In caravanserais 
and post-houseSj when traveUing on dry 
ground. ,',,,,! 

We past the first night; in a manner, not: 
to be described. To sav that our heads 
went round, that our stomachs w^ thrown 
at variance with our livers, and our livprs 
were made to contend with our heart- ■ 
strings, would only express half our mise7 
riea. The tossing to and fro, the e;[traQrdi- 
nary noises, the newness of the smells, the 
strange jargon which struck our ears, in 
short, the novelty of the scene altogether, 
kept our astonished senses in one constant 
stretch, and caused us to make various 
original reflections. Mohamed Beg, the 
master of the ceremonies, who never failed 
to say his five prayers per day, be he 
where he might, havii^ spread his carpet 
on the deck, waa about making his adora- 



:sdi.,Google 



CHAf.*!' ■ HAjJfBABA. lOB 

tibn on' seven 'taemt)ers'*"wTien the ship 
gave a to%s which threw him upon his 
nd&e. This set tJlose of the Franks who 
were footing at' a sight so new on board 
their &hip a-Iaughing, aiid threw us all into 
a melancholy fit of musing, bewailing our 
haril fate to be thus cast amongst people 
who tnocked our religion, and who looked 
upon our Prophet and his followers in no 
better' light than as swine in their sheds. 
However, a repetition of ' God is great!' 
and ' God is merciful!' made us recollect 
in whose hands we were, and that if it was 
our lot to be polluted, destiny had all the 
blame. 

Awaking the first morning after our 
embarkation, a sight totally new present- 
ed itself. Life and the world seemed 
to have departed from us, and we now 
only saw the outsides of things. Where 

* Adoration on aevea vteaiben it a mode of 
worahip ciHnmon to Mahoinetuis ; the hands, feet, 
knees, and forehead touching the ground at the 
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was Tehran ? Where *he splend<n-.of oar 
ehab? his gilded pakceB.hisiron cladwar- 
rioTB, and bi8 brilliant courtiers ? Wbo^ 
was Ispcdian ? Where the lofty Darns'- 
wend? Where the plains of Sultaniefr, 
and the wilds of Mazanderan? Theca^^ta]; 
and eren the whole dominion of the Blood*- 
drmkefj had passed from ub, and here we 
were, a speck in the ocean, seen only by 
the cloudH, passing tbe.sfaadowi of lands - 
painted at immeasurable distances Irom 
UB, and in the hands of infidels, who were 
£anying us God knows whither ; with 
whom we could hold no converse ; who 
could neither tell us why they went tine 
way instead of the other ; why they chose 
to make a path in tile sea, when there was 
none; and for what good reason the 'ship 
went straight forwards, when there was 
nothing to binder it going backwards. 
Who amongst us knew where England 
was ? Not a soul. All that we saw of sea 
and sky might be the country of tha in- 
fidels, foraught we knew ; and that might 
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perbopB fbe tour. Wtimate; dafitiaatiop, for 
these .ot>JQ^iS0«nfid-£i»likQly to bcloi^to 
tiKVDV^ to.ftay OtM else. But what could 
be.lJie UEe,H)f goch a.coimtTy to any one, 
Bimagi tbat) ,aU, its utbAbkaKts must be 
eadosed ,iq boKcp, jike tha one in wbich 
we sers.;'aB(l tbat^unaingBway from -each 
other. aattiurpl0aaHrf%BogoTenimeBtcould 
esisti.iu) sitah .could control them, no one 
CQvld leryfitMS. upon them? In short, the 
moro w4 argued ajpaoag. ourselves upon our 
utuatioa, tha more; we became perplexed; 
nw did thfl explanatioiis which we received 
f»m the mehmwdar much clear up our 
difficulties,/oT he talked to ue of things ao 
foreign to oui' imderstandingB. that we were 
for the preaent obliged to drop the anchor 
of our cutiosity in the harbour of expecta- 
tion. 

.Ab liMig aa we were near the land, we 
n&derstqod how sailiirfi might track their 
way ; but when once fairly out of eight of 
every thing, save heaven and water, what 
was there to guide them ? However, we 
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. begun to acquis sqobb intelligenoe on this . 
head^ for, ii^on theid&y when we'^KtkiBt 
ftightofiland, ne discawersd that thelabip 
iWna^lied jwith ostrologeiB. ■ At about noon 
Ibaoy ofitbDBetvfaom wc bad lodksdiupoa'as 
owtsejidleyoung akHii;, appealed on tlib dadt 
witJi astrolabes lioli' then- hoDda, aiul'ifsll'to 
.obssiridgliieeub.'iETen boys bandl^dtbiB 
iiiAtniiiLanti of wiBdom ,' and. aceordrngibo 
itbAi ansoier Trbi^ they gave to our t^ert- 
tioba^ ' it^aefetns that they wete peii«ctly 
^satisfied thai wvweM glMngr^ht^ and that 
itbo'' h^sebs vere piDpttioufi to oUp uti> 
jleitakutgL ' iSnbatatd Beg, not to appear 
[deficient' in -kfiibwledge, also produced -hda 
toatudaUt, but -oouldnot make my, of the 
xibieilvBtioBK which he was wont to do at 
JapahaHi when he stadicd under ths cele- 
bFart^d Miraa Oosfiim, because he declared 
thai ite had ohaoged our stars, and that 
those he now saw were different from those 
.of'hiaiowsoouiitiy. However, the tctence 
whiph theFrankjs poBsesaed, we presumed, 
'was'different frota ours ; and they endea- 
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TDumd to.^aU'rUH tbe idi^rQiuie'bettteeD 
-ftatrctiOKay' k&d /ostirDlogy. :i'4>ltlMngii' we 
pyideodjii^drchr' ovu> -eoiielositaM ifrom the 
same soupced, yet ouT-ot^flcts 'Were not the 
same; foFlhe'aimfcafisadoi^ootfdeUtigtrcU, 
'tmd'dasirouB to-tQliejMdiioiaek flent toooe 
ofi'thoseistast^zeni,! ttoeugb tb* meh- 
'iAbddatv<to. mquire Whether >the. heavenly 
bodiefciwcie pDopitiouai tcsneb an. event; 
a»4> hBoreceived for aAs«i9r,i-th«t th«ir 
dsieftcei osly'£xtedded i* settluagitheilati- 
tudeiaodiil^gitDde' ef>ths-elupy andtlisit 
theyhadiinet'yEit ieapned'to deoitiewhat 
iiii^Vt be the beat uwoaHfeiti for medkatiikg 
-bis iexdcilenpy'si iinstdej ' This ^ gave >ai.BOt 
o(i anpenwnty in auii< eyee td Ma^MOed 
iBegi whoiiiB this inBtdaoe, veiyiva^ontly 
diecided, 'by i»ome nethbdtof calaulatkm 
' peeidiarly bis ownj that -bleddtng lanA pug- 
'in^ baightat'.fweaent faeiusarl <wilh gieat 
•lAtyu. ir .-,■ •"■ ■■>-' ,i , .^ ' 

'>' fiat atiQinreiOltld ii«t i oreroome- . our 
ftstaniehaiciit ' at seeing . aBtrology. prae- 
tiabd 'by ai parcel of beardless boys; What 
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in oor coQD^ was the aTOcatioo of ex* 
perienoed laen, viho had passed their livm 
ID watching the stare, and settling propw 
hours far each action of the life of man, 
here was undertaken by mere children. I 
was assured that any one of the obserren 
with the astrolabe could inform me within 
a mile of the exact spot we stood upm 
the earth ; and to prore that, it would only 
be necessary to watch the time when we 
should see land, which it was expected to 
takeplacethatveryeFening at sunset. As 
we had now been at »ea more than a week, 
we longed to ascertain whether countries 
besides Turkey and Persia did actuaUy 
exist; and therefore strained mil our eyes, 
in company with the English astrologers, 
to discover the land. At length, just as- 
the suD had taken its plunge into the fur- 
thermost comer of the deep, a streak was 
descried in the horizon, which every one 
affirmed was land, and I was called upon 
to acknowledge the accuracy of the astro- 
logers. Mohamed Beg, who, in his own 
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MiimaUon,' looked upon hhnulf qaite as 
gresit a pereon as Abu Mteer^.thefatlier 
ef coqversltion himaelf, doiibted, iand as- 
sured those who would listen to him, that 
Sis seienoe' was preferable to that of our 
navigfttora, inasmuch as he could guard 
agflitiBt things unseen ; whereas the £n- 
gitsh' only foretold the appearance of things 
visible. And, on this occasion, I well re- 
collect that Mohamed Beg had a memora- 
Ue argument with the tnehmandar, whoi 
eridearouring to make us comprehend the 
object of the obserrations made daily at 
noon, asserted that the earth upon which 
we stood went round the sun ; whereas it isa 
well-known fact.approvedbyallthe learned 
in Persia since the days of Jemsheed, that 
the sun has noother business than to revolve 
round us. I cannot well record all that 
was said on both sides, hut this I remember, 

* Abu Mazer, which, rendered in Arabic, means 
the father of conversation, waa a celebrated aatro- 
Domer and astrolc^er, known in Europe as Albu- 
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that Mohamed 6^, being disturbed by the 
newness of the mehmandar's observations, 
finished the didc6uMe bysaying, that if he 
were in Persia, on his own territory, he 
would soon find unanswerable reasons why 
what he advanced was true- 
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T^hey arrivt at Malta. — Are indiffnant at tkf re- 
'ttrictions of quarantine, and kt>ld communication 
with the English governor. ' • ■ • 

Tub next morning we found ourselves 
close to the shores of an island called 
Malta, which the mehmandar informed 
us bad formerly belonged to a band of 
fightiDg dervishes, whose only business 
was to take unnatural oaths, and fight 
f^inst the children of the true faith. But 
it seems that their destinies were of no 
avail, when opposed to those of Mahomed 
the blessed, since they no longer exist, 
whereas Islam flourishes. One of their 
principal laws was, that they could not 
marry. Then how could they continue 
to exist ? Tis evident their lawgiver was 
duller than the father of stupidity *. Had 

• Mu Jahel, the &tber of Btupidity, so the 
ArabiBtiB call the WB. 
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tbey been allowed evea half the number of 
wires which the Pro|>het allows his fol- - 
Viwers, perhaps they Btill might have flon- 
hshed. 

The avidity with which we eyed the 
shore, as we sailed into the harbour, may 
be better conceived than described. We 
saw new men, new women, new buildings; 
we heard a new language, and new sounds. 
If all the caravans that traverse Persia 
and Arabia were collected together, the 
united din of their bells could not be greater 
than the eternal jingle of those which issued 
from namerous minarets that were seen to 
rise, in various odd and fantastic shapes, 
tiiroughout the town. Ismael Beg, the 
nazir, well remarked, that it was evident, 
from this circumstance alone, we had got 
into a Christian country; for here they 
might ring their bells and welcome, where- 
as no dog of them would presume so to 
do in our cities, without having dearly pur- 
chased the peimissioo. And he added, such 
« quantity of bells as we now heard ringing 
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■would make a handsome revenue fdr tmj 
one of the ehah's sons. 

Onr first impulse, as soon as the ship 
was at anchor, was to endeavour to rush on 
shore; bat what was onr surprise and indig- 
nation when we were informed that imme- 
diate access was not permitted ; that forty 
days at least must pass over our heads be- 
fore we could be pronounced dean'! As 
soon as we beard this, our rage knew no 
bounds, and we proceeded at once to the 
presence of the ambassador to vent it. 

' In the name of Allah,' said F, speaking 
for the rest, ' are we come al! this way 
that we should be called nncleaa? We 
are Mussulmans. To this day we have 
heard of nothing unclean, except tt be 
these dogs of Christians. We can only be 
unclean from the pollution which we have 
acquired by living with them. la the 
name of the Prophet, we desire to return to 
Pewia. If you are not permitted to land 
here, much less will they permit you to 
land in England, which is their principal 
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conntry, upon which riie foot Of' 'their 
throne reBts.' ■ . , ■ 

' Yon 'do not speak amiss, Hajji'BAM/ 
said the ambassador to me inac[niettntuin^, 
unusnal to himself. ' I also am'tn a itMe 
of amazement, Imt the business of the iiiah 
must be done ; to eat diM in his aervie* is 
now to be our daily occupation, andifeatit 
we mufit, and say, thanks be to Altah' *. The 
mehmandar has endeavoured to make me 
eomprehend the reason of this regulation. 
He s«7« it is a pretautiDn to guard against 
the pl^ne ; and is not deviated tWira 
throug^nt the whole of the kingdom^ of 
Frangiatdii, even m favcoir of kings ; that 
any one attempting to escape is shot like a 
wild beast ; and ];hat this would be the cere- 
mony either of us would undergo shonM 
we resist. Buch being the case, what is 
to be done but to ait down in patience'? 
lliese people have no belief in tahSeer, 
predestiDation. They do not like to diSi'if 
they can avwd it ; and, to say the tmth, I 
^ink they are right.' 
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. , ' . Bvt we. h»ve do pUgue,' exoUimed 
Taki, the ferash. ' We are meu of Iran, 
wbeiei tbe plague,never conuB. Let them 
Itf^lt.vppit.'^^ Turks, and welcome, dswi- 
<i\em n bttt.we are PerBiww.' 

; Mobamed B^naad«.aome wiseobservik- 
tiojtA. v<pDD the unerring decrees of fabe, 
and quoted , the Koran with great effect ; 
and at the same time he added, if it was 
not OUT destiny to e^ foot on «bore at Malta, 
notJiing more nead be said, and we must 
becontout to take sventa as they chose to 
come. I 

This aUayed oar impatieaee, which was 
much apjieased when we found that wc 
were to proceed on our voyage on the fol- 
lowing day in a much larger -ship, which 
mas pointed out to us, and which indeed 
lookedlikeafloatingcastle. Oureyesweie 
mueh stnu^ at all we saw, and the power 
of the ship in. which we now were sank in 
our eetimation when in«Tery creek and'obr- 
ner weidiscovered cannons upon cannont, 
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in such vast numbers, that if we were to 
give a true acconiit of theoi in Persia no* 
body would believe us. We now began 
to fittd for the first time, how it bap* 
pened that the English had got posses- 
sion of India, and resolved m our miods 
that ail the stories which we had heard 
about their being governed by old women 
must be nonsense. With such cannons 
and such ships to carry them about, who 
would not conquer the world? 

Our ship soon held much conuonni- 
cation with the shore, and we were in- 
foimed that the ambassador's arrival had 
produced a strange commotion, which very 
SDon proved itself by the quantities of 
boats which surroniided us. It was re- 
ported, among other things, tljat the ship 
carrying the horses was loaded with the 
ambassador's wives, and consequently at- 
tnaeted as much of the public attention as 
otm. The Circassian slave in the mean* 
time had not stirred from the corner in 
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which she had been placed from the mo- 
ment of our getting on board ; and bo little 
did she know of what was doing, that long 
after our arrival at Malta she inqoired 
' What may the news be?' 

Before we were transferred from the 
fflooall ship iato the larger one, the ambas- 
sador received a visit from the governor 
of the city, who, as he came alongside^ 
pointed to a yellow flag floating on the 
top of our mast ae ao excuse for not coming 
on board, and which we found was the 
signal of uncleanness. Through the in- 
terpretation of the mehmandar he apolo- 
gised for not having been able to receive 
tile ambassador on shore, to treat him 
in a manner suitable to his rank ; but he 
again assured us that regulations cod- 
ceining quarantine were bo strict that even 
an angel would not be admitted as pure 
if coming from Turkey. He then stated 
that he had received recent intelligence 
from his government, who had apprised 
him of the poasibility of the ambassador 
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.touching at Malta on his way to England, 
and he had been enjoined to do every thing 
in his power to forward his Toyt^, since 
the whole country of England, from the 
king to the peasant, were anxioas to see 
him and do him honour. He then finished 
his speech by making many special in- 
quiries concerning the health of the shah 
and the political state of Persia. 

Upon this, Mirza Firouz, thinking it 
necessary to return so flattering a speech, 
and also to place the prosperity of his 
country in the best possible light, assured 
the governor that when last we had heard 
from the shah he was enjoying the greatest 
sanity of brain, and was even rejoicing in 
his palace at Sultanieh at the arrival of 
twenty roule>loads of rebels' heads, which 
had just been sent him from the disaffected 
provinces of Khorassan and Mazanderan, 
which had been perfectly devastated by his 
victorious troops; Uianks to the effortu of 
his majesty's twenty-fifUi son. He hoped 
that this newa would gladden the go- 
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vemor'a heart, andspreai ubiversal satia- 
J«ction thronghdut Ei^and when known 
there. 

The govemwa^dithat diia was uttheard- 
of prosperity, and, «s well as we could ud- 
deratand our anterpFeter, made suital^ 
oompliments ' on the ocaaaion. H« then 
thought it oeoeasary to give d eome ia- 
telligence in ratnm, which, whataver he 
might think of it, did not soaod to'our 
ears by any m^ns lav«iirabie. From 
what we could gather, a civil war was 
raging in England, for in great esulta- 
tiou be assured ub that the viziera of the 
ahah of England, who, as in Turkey, it 
BeemH command his armies, had^gained a 
aif^nal nctocy over a rebel people called 
' Opposition.' 

The mehmandar entered into long ex- 
planations tipon this subject, which we 
could in no wise understand; and ' hcrw- 
'ever- he and the govemor .mig^t seen to 
look 'Upfipi th«i king's govenimeat ai ntore 
firmly>fixed b]>this)ev«ot, stiU we doubted 

vox.. I. G 
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whether there w;ii& wisdom in proceeding 
OD an embasey to a country full of internal 
broils, and which, aa experience bad taught 
as in Persia, could never be completely 
settled until one shah remained its undis- 
puted master. It was evident that the 
rebels were still strong, since, by the go- 
vernor's own account, although daily de- 
feated, yet they were not dispersed. 'Ah!' 
aaid Mobamed Beg, ' the Franks may talk 
of tbeir management in matters of govern- 
ment; but here is evidently a great want 
of some Eastern wisdom ; a little of the 
tutiai dowlet, or state collyrium*, is ne- 
cessary for them, and, by the blessing of 
Allah, you,' turning towards Mirza Firooz, 
' you are the man to teach them bow to 
apply it.' 

* CoUTTium, the powder of antiitiony, is con- 
(Unllj applied by Eutem people to streDgtheii the 
eyn^bt, and, u a remedy for national aSiiirs, 
ii frequently sarcastically recommended to those 
whoM conduct u <^en to reproach. 
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At this the ambaeBadcv looked pleased, 
and hearing uB all exclaim Barikallah, 
be curled up his whiskers and said, ' that 
the outset of our voyage, 'tis true, had 
been disastrous, for so we must think 
when a true believer is counted unclean 
by an infidel ; but we had now proceeded 
too far to think of returning ; and although 
things had looked ill, yet he hoped that 
all would prove favourable at last.' There- 
fore, as soon as the governor had taken 
his leave, we permitted ouTBelves to be 
conducted to our new ship. We parted 
with regret from our friends on board the 
smaller vessel, who appeared very anxious 
to have proceeded with us to England ; bat 
when we had been safely placed upon die 
deck of the large ship, we felt nottiing but 
delight and amazement. 



o2 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Hqjji Baba describe* a large English thip. — Of 
the individualt wfwm he meets on board, and ku 
difficidties at adopting European manners. 

The ambassador was received with great 
ceremony oa board by the captain, an old 
man, who, as we conceived, out of compli- 
ment to us, had sprinkled his head with a 
white dust, so nicely applied that it did 
not shake from him. What other motive 
could he have had for so doing, excepting 
to evince bis humility? He stood with 
his hat off, evidently to exhibit his dust, 
making many fine speeches ; and then, to 
show that he did not restrict himself to 
words only, ordered an immense discharge 
of his cannon. He then paraded us about 
the ship, where we found every thing that 
the heart of man could desire, excepting 
horses and a green field to gallop over. 
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We here saw nearly three times more guns 
than in the last ship, and enough men to 
form the population of one of our towns. 
Women were there besides, but uot in 
great numbers; indeed so few, we were 
told, that the arrangements preserved in 
our harems might here be reversed, and, 
if properly distributed, fifty men at least 
would become the slaves and form the 
household of one woman. As great plenty 
reigned within board as if we had the 
bazar of Ispahan at hand to supply us. 
We had fruits of all descriptions, as much 
milk and butter as if the tents of the Iliots 
were pitched close at hand; and of wine 
and meat there was a store. 

Altogether, the scene that we here wit- 
nessed was one.which struck us with more 
astonishment than any thing we had yet 
seen out of our own country. ' Ah,' said 
we, ' if the shah had but one such ship 
in the Caspian, he would bum the fa- 
'thers ofthe Russians!' 'Inshallah! please 
God,' was repeated all round, and we lived 
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in the hope that our ambassador once 
established in iBngland, it would not be 
difficult to lean) how to build ebipe ; Boeing 
tiiat the Turks, a nation acknowledged by 
all mankind to be the asses of ihe hnmao 
race, made them, and reoollecting that the 
Persiana were endowed with m<»n inge- 
nnity and ability than all the rest of the 
world tf^ether. 

The captain then brought his not&i, 
or lientenants and officers, introducing 
them to the ambassador, and among the 
number he specially presented a doctor, 
who was ginned to take care of our 
health. He moreover led a Frank priest 
before us, who was the only living sign we 
had yet seen of religion amount infidels. 
For never had we seen one of tfaem even 
stand still and pray. 

The priest was distinguished from the 
others by wearing black clothes. His 
chin and lip was just as closely shaved as 
tiie rest, and he drank wine without scru- 
ple. The doctor, too, had no distinguishing 
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mai^s of wisdom aboat him; but it was 
erident that he was a man of science, 
for upon feeling my pulse and looking 
at my tongue, he asked me if I did not 
feel an ache precisely on a spot on my 
bead which he touched; whether my eyes 
did not bum, and if my appetite was not 
gone ; discoveries which Mirza Akhmak 
would not have made in a moon — no, not 
with all the taUsmane and astrologers of 
Persia to assist him. 

Having got acquainted with this com- 
pany, we descended into the apartments 
below, which were much more spacious 
and numerous than those of the smalt ship 
we had left; and here we found three indi- 
viduals, two men and one woman, evi- 
dently of a hi^er class than those who 
form the equipage of ships, and they were 
presented to the ambassador in their turn. 
The lady, for she was doubtless a khanum, 
was surprisingly beautiful, of a style of 
beauty totally different from that of our 
country-women, being fair as a young 
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moon, with hair like the gold wire that 
forme the head-dress of a bride in Persia. 
She did not attempt to hide her face when 
we and the other men entered, nor was 
there any veil at hand for her to do so had 
she wished it; but she addressed the am- 
bassador without embarrassment or coy- 
ness, and at once, as it was easy to per- 
ceive, enslaved his heart for ever. Through 
the interpretation of the mehmandar she 
inquired after the Circassian, and offered 
her good offices to nmke her stay on board 
agreeable; but the ambassador assured hef 
that she was nothing but a slave, and that 
if she could only get a corner to sit in, 
unseen by any one, she required no greater 
happiness. 

One of the men was a son of the road, 
as the wandering Arabs say, a traveller. 
He was evidently a person of experience, 
for his hair was white, which he might 
have kept from the gaze of the world had 
he alwajrs worn a turban or head-dress, 
according to ovr Eastern fashion. The 
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account which he gave of himself was to 
OB incomprehensible ; for it seems he was 
travelling about the world at his own ex- 
pense for a Frank king, to collect birds, 
beasts, and fishes, which as fast as he 
caught he stuffed. The moment he per- 
ceived ns he eyed ub from head to foot, as 
if he were inspecHng horseB or camels ; and 
his curiosity was afterwards explained by 
the knowledge we acquired of his pur- 
suits ; — it was evident that, loiddng upon 
us as foreign animals, he longed to kill and 
to stuff us. The other was what the in- 
terpreter called a shahzadeh, or prince, a 
native of a large island near which we 
sailed, called Sicilia. His principabty, it 
seems, consisted in a cargo of merchandize 
which he was carrying to England for salei 
and his history put me in mind of what 
many of our Persian princes are likely to 
be at the death of our shah, namely, wan- 
derers and adventurers over the face of 
the globe. He had little to denote high 
birth in his person, for he was, even among 
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the Franks, a. man of dark and sinister 
aspect, adopting a mode of disposing his 
hands in an odd and unseemly manner 
in his lower dress, which might be royal 
for aught we knew, but certainly neither 
graceful nor decent. He had a vizier in 
his suite, whom be hired perhaps to keep 
up bis drooping spirits, who for the want 
of more serious employment played from 
morning to night upon a sort of guitar. 

In this company we proceeded on onr 
voyage. The ship was so large that it 
appeared to be divided into several mahals, 
or parishes, and we were consequently not 
thrown so much together as in the vessel 
which had brought ua from Smirna. I 
scarcely ever associated with the ambas- 
sador, except at meals (for he permitted 
me to eat and to be seated before him), 
or when he walked upon the deck; there- 
fore I cannot keep any particular regis- 
ter of his actions ; but I, anxious to put 
into practice the shah's instructions, im- 
mediately began to study the English 
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language, and to that effect made aa many 
friends among the infidels as I could, in 
order to leam from them the names of 
every thing I saw. I found no one 
backward in giving me information, and 
ere long I began to make myself under- 
stood. The ambassador also was mttch 
helped in his study of it by every body 
on board ; and one of the lieutenants, in 
particular, with whom he had formed an 
intimacy, made out a vocabulary of the 
most necessary words for his use ; and thus 
our time was well taken up. Besides, 
he received much of his instruction from 
the moon-faced lady. She, wonderful to 
say, was as learned as any scribe, for she 
could read,and, what is more extraordinary, 
understood what she read'. She also wrote 
after the fashion of Europe ; but whether 
she excelled in that accomplishment we 
could not sufficiently judge, for being critics 
in our mode of penmanship only, we could 

• The PenuanB ni&ke a distinction between those 
,wbo read and understand, and those who i^ad and 
do not undenland. 
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not yet decide upon what might be good 
writing among the Franks. It was indeed 
a rare and curiouB sight to see this fair 
creature doing all the offices of a mollah, 
superintending the ambassador's fingers 
as he attempted to write, and making him 
read the ugly and crabbed letters common 
-to the booka of Europe. For my part, I 
-never got over the habit of reading from 
right to left; for so perversely awkward 
are the Europeans that every one of their 
books are written from left to right; and 
the difficulty was daily renewed when I 
began to read, until I found it necessary 
to stick a pin into my left hand sleeve, 
as a memorandum. Mohamed Beg, who 
pondered deeply upon this subject, after 
a due consideration of such contradictory 
habits, came to a concluaion that all people 
who sit upon the ground, such as Per- 
sians, Turks, and Arabs, must write from 
right to left; whereas all those who use 
tables, such as Europeans, must use the 
pea in the other direction. 
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I shKU reseire myself to extend the re- 
marke which my mind has already sag- 
gested on the different usages of Europetut 
life, as opposed to onrs, until I have seen 
more of these extraordinary people ; but 
I cannot omit to mention, that one of 
the greatest difficulties we at first had to 
contend with was upon the scoreof eating. 
When it is remembered how simple are the 
manners of oar board, where nothing is 
seen upon the cloth, save the food placed in 
ruiouB sized bowls and dishes, and spoons 
of different denominattons for taking up the 
liquids, no one will be astonished when I 
say that we were quite puzzled at what we 
saw upon an English table. It absolutely 
iHistied with instruments of offence. We 
saw knives, with loi^ glittering blades 
of all sizes and descriptions, sufficient in 
number to hare ornamented the girdles of 
the shah's household, as well as a variety 
of iron* claws, looking like instruments 

' The Peniiti word for s fbrk is ehatigid, a clkw- 
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ot torture for pntting oat eyes, or numing 
into criminals' bodies. To these were 
added pincers, trowels, scoops, spoons of 
all shapes, and contrivances so numfiious 
that it would take up a whole life to learn 
their use; and for what purpose? merely 
to transfer the food from the dish to one's 
mouth. It is to be imagined that we were 
very awkward when we first adopted this 
new mode of eating, we who had been 
accustomed from our childhood simply to 
take every thing up in our fingers, and 
carry it with comfort and security to our 
mouths, without the dangerous interven- 
tion of sharp ioBtmments. The Eunbas- 
sador, however, determined from the be- 
ginning to persevere; and so did I, in order 
not to have the daily morbfication of being 
laughed at by the infidels, which they 
always seemed veiy ready to do whenever 
they discerned any thing in our habits of 
life that differed from theirs. Our first 
essays were rather disastrous, for my chief, 
in wielding his knife, had nearly cut off 
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one of his fingers; and I, forgetting the 
ditw which I held in my hand, eating for 
a moment as usual with my fingers, almost 
put out my eye by ranning the horrid in- 
stroment into my face. Then there were 
ceremonies without end of which we could 
not comprehend the necessity. It is pro- 
per etiquette that the food in the lat^ 
dishes should first make a deviation from 
the straight line to one's mouth, by rest- 
ing on certain smaller plates before each 
guest. Then it is not lawful to drink 
from the jug or bottle at once, but the 
liquor must first be poured into subsidiary 
glasses, whibt each sort of mess has its 
appropriate Bpoon. It is improper to eat 
butter with the spoon for soup, or to 
swallow the soup wi^ a butter ladle. To 
take up a fowl whole in one's hand would 
be a mortal sin ; much more to offer a bit to 
one's neighbour, which with us is reckoned 
so high an honour. In short, to describe 
the novelties which came under our con- 
sideration at every moment would re- 
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quire more patience than so unworthy a 
servant of the Prophet as I possess; there- 
fore I resolved to let my remarks on this 
subject remain for the present at the bottom 
of my memory, in order to bring th^ forth, 
Inskallah, when fate should again restore 
us to our country and our homes. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

7^ em&M^ leave Malta, jati GihraUar, and %tt 
Englaiid. — Sqiji Baba dt$cribtt nrme leenet on 
board skip. 

The morniDg after our departure from 
the Island of Dervishes, upon awaking and 
looking from the deck, what was our sur- 
prise to find the sea covered with ships of 
all sizes and denominations as for as the 
eye could reach ! They all seemed to be 
going the same way, as if impelled by one 
mind, although we coulddiscover no visible 
mark in the heavens by which they could 
direct their course. The difficulty was ex- 
plained when we found that the Franks 
had a keblek as well as ourselves; and 
that they were guided to it by means 
of an instrument which, in some measure, 
answered the purposes of our kebleh nemah, 
by which, with the blessing of Allah, every 
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true believer can find the Btraight road to 
Mecca. 

Upon Beeing these ships we thought at 
first that thiB might be a part of England ; 
and that the dominion of the aea) of which 
the infidds in Persia used to boast as be- 
longing to them, might here be exemplified. 
But we were again mistaken ; for what was 
our surprise when we heard that they 
were laden with merchandize bound to 
England.; and that the great ship upon 
which we were embarked waa intended to 
{Mtitect them on the voyage I 

' Bat,' said the ambasBador, when he 
heard this, ' in the name of Aii, is there a 
famine in your land, that all these ships 
are going there ? or are the English such 
dolts that they can make nothing for them- 
selves, and that other nations are obliged 
to supply them? Why, if one ship arrives 
at Reshtfrom Russia, or one at Abusbeher 
from Hind, it is talked of throughout the 
land as an event ; and they bring us as muob 
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clothf china, Bngar,. coffee, iodigo, and 
other merchandize aa will suffice for many 
monthB.' The mehmandEtr, inetexd' of re- 
pining at the neoesBities o( his country, 
which required such help in ships and 
mwchandize, seemed, on the contrary, to 
glory in it ; and endeavoured to persnade 
us thtit this was in fact Hia cause t^ its 
wealth and prosperity. We became mora 
and more perplexed at all we saw, and our 
impatience to arrive at the seat of these 
extraordinary people increased every day. 
la the lateannhile our time passed on in 
a manner, when we came to think upon it, 
that must have been under the influence 
of something more than human. Here we 
were, day after day, week after week, livii^ 
in the middle of a world of water, going 
God knows where, and existing upon the 
mere assertion of one or two men, who had 
no other proof to show us that we should 
again see human beings, and once more 
enjoy the blessings of a life on earth, ex- 
cept a few figures, scratches, and marks on 
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large sheets of paper. By these they pte- 
tended to explain that the world was round ; 
that it WEB intersected by certain lines, all 
of which are known and numbered ; and 
that, having passed a proper quantity of 
these, we should infalUbly find ourselves 
one morning in England, What was now 
to be done, but to put our f^th in what 
they said? Their doctrine was more curious 
and astonishing than any we had ever heard 
&om our most profound mollahs ; and we 
determined that if their calculations proved 
correct, to publish it in our country, and 
pass for prophets and astrologers such 
as were never known since the days of 
Jemsbeed. 

After sailing many days and nights laud 
was perceived, and we came to anchor close 
to a large insulated rock, which the English 
call Gibraltar, but which the mebmandar 
assured us once belonged to the sons of 
Islam; and pointing out a long range of 
distant lands on the opposite coast, he told 
us that it was now inhabited by Mahome- 
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dans. Pressing him to tell ns more on this 
snbject, be said that one Tarik ben Zeyad, 
a famoQS devourer of iron", a general of 
one of our early caliphs, had taken this 
place from the in6dels of those days, and 
that it had been called Gibel Tarik, or 
Tarik's Mount, after him. We curled up 
our whiskers, and girded up our loins, upon 
hearing this history; and forthwith en- 
deavoured to impress our friends on board 
with more extended ideas of the prowess 
of Mussulmans. Again we sailed, but we 
were long getting through a narrow pass- 
^e owing to adverse winds ; and recollect- 
ing the Bdbelmandabf of the sea leading 
to the Holy Mecca, we called this part of 
our voyage the entrance of the ' Gate of 
Tears.' 

* Ahunkhor, it common expresgioD, denoting a 
btftvo, a hero. 

t This word, vulgarly called Babelmatuiel, re- 
ceived its name of the Gate of Tears from the old 
Anihiang, nho conEidered as dead all tho«e who 
ventured to encounter the dangers of its navigstioi). 
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Having psBsed it, we continued our 
coarse for many days in a colder climate, 
when a circumstance took place which in- 
spired UB with hopes that our voyage was 
now drawing to a dose. The traveller and 
beast-stuffer, with whom we had become 
very intimate, was evidently distressed at 
the appearance of those unequivocal marks 
of age, namely, his white hairs. Upon 
comparing our beards with' bis head, he 
inquired by what contrivance, old and 
yoUng, we managed to preserve such a 
fine glossy black on our hair ; whilst, do all 
he could, he never could prevent his own be- 
coming white. He made as understand that 
the world in general, taking hia white hair 
as a false data, supposed him to be aged 
beyond the truth, whilst he assured us that 
he was still in the vigour of youth; and 
argued that if he could avert such injustice 
by using artificial means, he felt himself 
justified in so doing. 

We assured him that in Persia we were 
equally sensible to the decays of age, and 
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had an equal abhorrence of white hairs; 
«nd to that effect, from time immemorial, 
we had nsed certain dyes, which brought 
to the same level the heards of old men and 
of the young. Some preferred the kheitna 
by itself, which produced a fine red or 
change tint; others, more fastidious, the 
indigo leaf only, and appeared with blue 
beards; hut the generality used both these 
dyes Combined, which gave the fine black 
g^OBs. We then asked the traveller which 
he intended to use, the red, the blue, or 
th« black? 

He appeared to start with horror at the 
giention of red, swearing that he would 
prefer his own white hairs to it ; but he 
ex^essed his wish to make use of the 
black dye, and this was done apparently 
nnknown to the rest of his countrymen 
in readiness to appear with al! the colours 
^ youth on reaching his own shores. 

Hashem, the ambassador's valet, accord- 
ingly premised to prepare the proper dyes, 
aadtorenovatethisinfidel'shead. Butwhat 
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was our astonishment'fhe^ay aftei',' instead 
of seeing him appear under ta^w colorfrt^, 
to observe his' head plastered tfrei* with 
grease, and thickly 'fctivered with'th? white 
dust common to Frafaks. ' We 'coilld remitrk 
that the khenna had taken well,'and^that 
but for the white dust and grease Ks'head 
would have appeared of a fiery red. Wteh 
we asked Hashem why he had nrtt pro- 
ceeded to finish with the indigo leaf, which 
would have made the whole black, we found 
that that drug had lost its quality by the 
damp of the sea; and that therefoi'e the 
!head of the binl-stnffer was doomed to 
remaia a fixed red. 

It was evident he was much mortified 
by this disaster, seeing th&t red hair is 
scouted as infamous in his couotry, arid 
he appeared particularly so before the khft- 
Qum, in whose eyes he evidently wished to 
hold a high station. But !u6ki!y for him, 
and for us aTl,- the land of lEngladd' wks 
soon after in right, and ititl^-t^tt aiid"^- 
■ tereating object'hefb'WfgotWrf tfe^'nriMriee 
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of our f«llow-tr«TeIler, and the ridicule of 
bis crimaCHi. loeki. 

The iafidslB Bppeired to bftil the first 
sight of their country with otmoit as much 
joy fts ve, sod this confirmed us in the 
supposition that cbsnoa and destiny had 
much more to do in our stumbling upon it, 
than all the observations, the lines, the 
sngles, and the large pieces of paper of 
their astrologers. It was plain that their 
obserrations (and that was a diseorery first 
made in great exaltatioQ t^ Mohamed Beg) 
did not wholly depend upon their know- 
ledge of the heavenly bodies; for upon 
throwing a piece of lead into the sea, by 
means of a long line, they found that we 
were near the land, and baving struck bot- 
tom, they knew by the sort of soil which 
attached itself to die lead that it must be- 
long to England. 

It is evident that much of what we had 
beard concerning the dark and dreary cli- 
mate of England was true; fot when its 
coast was first pointed out to ns, instead 
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of tb«' Iffigbt aod' suiiBbin.y mountaiaa. to 
which oui' eyes were accubtomad in 0^t 
own country, we here dtBcoii«ced ]Only>a 
low line Bkirtiog tbo horiKoa, eovelofied 
by clowis and Vapoiii'; and this, wewfna 
aaeur^, was the stat o£the Franks. ' Xhe 
reasoi) then (that which always <appaeti<^ 
ed to <as 80 ioaxplioable)< why this rest- 
less people ehottld leave itbeir own homfs, 
and encounter. ao many dangers and di& 
6oulties W ae^-us oat, waa at once ex* 
{>|ained. WeposBesaedacuninoditywhtoh 
they did oet/aad without which the life of 
men is Jttlje worth. - Wesaw thesun.and 
enjoyed Eonsbuae; .they, were wise enou^ 
to koovr tbat tbi« blassing outweighed every 
otkbi. It ifr.txue th» mehmaUdar endea- 
vouxedi ito. expiaiB it otherwise, by sayings 
that thbrd existed anong.the- nations of 
Europe interests of an extent and magni- 
tudeithat we ceuld not lundentand, which 
made it neoeasary for England, one of itite 
lirineipal 'of Ubsse. nations, to send her 
emissaries into erery quarter of the globe. 
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liowcsM leiiHite-from herttwli' immediate 
sphere, to' mttke friendships, asd exteftd 
heit'oommertie. 

' '>W^^,'b<rwev«T,'weaM in-Do wise listen' to 
tJnwrottsoBd, kuw allow. tliat«Byi»tereBt« 
which -t&e ottttons^ of the FrRnks might 
hHVBrsnntiBgttthemBelvM' could eonap«t« 
with tbose which ^tatbd our raet, imporfr- 
aat, uidiaiicienA'iiumarchiefl. ' Ap, f<)r itf- 
stauoe^' eaid the ttiabasiudor to him, ' if you 
talk of foreign relations, what will yon ctna- 
pardto oaeof oitf cAappou>«, or predatory ex- 
o«tei«naQp(Hi anGiighbouri«g 8tat«? The 
iBen.>and'tvo«ieD elaveSi the camels, t^ 
bonesjtbe mareajftdd the sheep, besides tlie 
mule-loadfi of/ht^ia, which we Tifitoriousty 
Boze and beW'srWay oq sudi occasitma, 
are fsttts indeed, and are not to be brou^t 
into coinpetittoQ with the -squabbles of' a 
few beardless infidels, who write, andA^tf- 
tiatfi, and talk, and make many words for 
months, and sometimes for years, shout 
thft right of a thing, before they eome t« 

1^«WB. ■< 
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' And if you talk of domestic concerns, 
what aie the petty interests of individuals, 
who work on]yi(^ t^epMelresand theirown 
enjoyments, to compare to the labours and 
e]t«l9«ui>i#« »R^(^ -lfatiMi!>Bti!i«il^9M^«- 

king, such as ours, ^'6*"Wetetld felPtiiirik- 
M^ ua^.ifauiBtntd)lfiiie6tB«i9D^j» -gf^t 

*M .^nifieAiestf . ^■■^^^.■|■^l>h.10i^ ■^.'lii-muun 
I )1t witt^d van tkatimlymgyitAt! VO^Hng 
««ukt"C(Hl«lade tfaeranehirilindttr iiiml/^W 
«nmt»}>AiBl!ttMlgOTecHmffat;i«er&'fl|:yb;i^ 

%d8fty«%fff'.Wait till ^tFrssb ^atf^aod.; 

tinct)ytnii«nll<^theil tsffime'^njiuilD'aetfrtliia 
<hif<I^ ^wopli^ Ihk \Ea^»ti te ^jP^T* 
•Muashcy iAi .Hint tuin'ri- ./,._. (.i Jb'j; .||i 
.!'h1 8c iijifd/r --j: r.;i ti^ .-.o I tj^ uieJriU 

-'I ri ;)..0-r.T4[..,it .,I-t,l .,., .!i,„n„t(« 1,.,M<1I 
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elcubivil),!! lo -.!-■), tJru ^jt'jij y.li ■na „.di> 

■"" '"""!'"tnMtii 'xW'.'" "■■"" - 

hna iiuodul Bih oj aijjquioa o,' ,''.ii5{ii((i|ii 

■Am^9.&mmm .^.lun ^n it;,./^ ,a,r . 
'I'^M- leAg^t^waKdufl'isstJaniihar^ bo ^bm 
ta^uiredpr^MetaccUtcKoate if iinilnuia. Airf 

moment's consideration, dawtus^mt^ itJw 
•iitAbVi aM^fSirdntiiiit* nsie fixtdv jBut 

tstte- with ^« Smbalbtaai1^]ky w wtiBi ofiMit- 

tb«{GaiilRu»i«Biiiddi tfae^|>anedAit w«m1^ 
ia tlM%<ituiafe"o£& fy»t bodTsiaaiunifcleito 
the ikta^ <tf Eiv^taiifl Us a^ipfdt. adlhfnpgli 
the seat of government from the port'was 
distant at least as far as Tehran ia from 
Ispahan. This contrivance we much ad- 
mired, although we little understood how 
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it could lie put |tQto-pnl<itiDe,iibU«iU»44^- 
ing the i^wurvideB of Mohunn^ iBe^, «4io 
fCrgtted that the>iEngli8h i^bsdifasve taUen 
ahinffrbm-fchfl PersiaDB.fbrbe br(Might>t» 
our tvc&llebdoti tfiat 'p&i't"bf!'CMr!aiiH^o( 
Mstdry Tithich relates to the (faVsralal of 
the tfhitit 2ohHk;:tfaat evsnt'harnng'bste 
brougtttliibOittt^'flreaiAn'tiife'tftjpfiiofaloiin- 
iftinsiWh^bwravtobesigmlafavagsiiBral 
rislng'aftiie'p«ofi>e,'and of bis deUtW.- 'Se 
*hftt asit i!ftfcy,*e-BOOiifoond!lfie benefit of 
the invention ; ^fer'instetu) <#bemg ^iged 
toi'reniainroa' het(rd fttr'for^^ days; as'ire 
were Uweataned/eiie two'hed'daps^ tto 
auaWei-'to «t^ ■8ignal(?'wi«'-re<awved; »nd 
fuU"ffenti&bito ghutedfarto'laad/siid to 
proceed to thtt<foot •otthe Erlgli^ thicme!. 
TtffiB was a ba()py Iday for usindeed, liiij , 
witboat V9eb tHinking of asking -peimisBioR 
of odi' wtrjiloger, tliG aibtusBxdor 'at once 
deteraiinetitO leave (he ship.' He ordered 
his eaitc to ptrbpare for .the joDiaey, to 
ccdlectthd bdggag«,'and not tlaAii^t the 
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sfedr^M,bri£BB,'andtbDT«iUi^otpfi^«>li .W» 

iaMKhaubn ptopuaeA. futitam-fiiW&itoek 
■ftdtif)i»teilnve'£>&«ir)StnUeia Wr.'liaPldD 

toi^ive and iLa nceiv^tdswe^^rqt |)i4ac&md 
good-wiU I had < marked jtl^ic.leooduoti ttt^ 
tratdsnifl. . ThereA-baiEed*r9neitter,8%pedi 
«D shore .oadeT'tbe «mbiu!sadot?ebpR)teeH 
tian, >Bi>d, AcoompeBsid. t^iithei ^muBgiio^ 
ttrpiMery who bov had beooma «yr ch^w 
totndaT, we at length pushed froin.itha«iH|)i, 
whilst the air restMinded wttb-tfasiORBdon 
thart>waa fired tDaDnotmcsitliAtavflBtiiiM, 
.The CSraaBstMt,.<who<;had(^a0b«tWed 
fiom her oonier sincQ.sUeiilUd^ififaticaias 
OD tx>«i:d, ft»oorted,by. ^M^bhooh oadiSmiA, 
matoa eS)or»fa.% fieparaW bi>at>after(iie 
ambRB8ad(»'»4lepHtui«t. , Spring 4fa« Ghent 
ti*ie'Weibad> paisedremiODig'thift Eikropetuu 
there was one difference between them 
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and >iHvirhiaii. ^tKu&mtliktdpaiaitmmiaimi 

<atui -j^Hswtifi tbfaijiMtMofeiBod(dd*niiae 
^Aiy) ipdidcttoismautni ij^aflusgolikB-4tf itod 
kbHMttiwboib^ ktumvmk tOkxm^bmA- 
ger was idolized by them. She.iiaitOMte 
oppaarediriiaivwUKTMlle'ufMiiAiiidkflBf'Oiie 
seen^to thirivofitfaeinMiMB vHavpOiag 
letojiw^l Ae «raauien%iJi iadtba mwfciBMd- 
VD4itwanBidoigrMA}le.nMMmr(' iBitt idw 
ge DBi.ihe^aH!k9i4di^ tt!gs<^ulUi^idMW 

had-ituiterfcqtMCOHnlueiMe »}t«tfniU;'i3Ebe 

8tan«Mrt-«ffaaeia)MPr/WMddiiwv6dtobea 
f^uxfJiommA^ 4EMf«i^vidk«dti«be^«)i(tim 
bcmsUM^ titfeltfe BW ii pn ,;, amd «v^w bcr 
■Kliiwon/BO'(^)npaw«d-)but4Bqvin«Bwwe 
iinaclic wbetb»iitbeiia4'BTeqi:tbK(g»liei^ 
air0d^inrfii^^tli«VT£wHl ivasito bwiUbifl^, 
uidrltr^eAetj«ity Ajmg. «lse«Mld Jbttidone 
'ta<piemot«lktoiliappAMiA> iiBh—naMaapt*- 
tioiw WMe ,jy;(i;^fiiTO^fl bjcl^^ *0P'MPl"* 
.djiuiqg ^M «iibo!;t,.ti|)w.«eiiin«ii^iftDrJpiflMd 
preriAusly toi laadngcftt iPIyntaatii ;i ior no 
aooner had the ship cast anchor, Uwd 
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iaftHaifttoitomaoalMardiJ) ^tty^ntiteiume 

:>ilil M^i:. ^.1 ..o'M. ,-j/. ,■■„ 

AMiid«i«itiiU«itft»'«neGm the MdaiiaQ 
•of Uitf Circuital. 'i'1R»iwobHaitialie<af- 
'fMr«tMdMboa|^ anpttiett^yiritiJad, -tfae 

•tUi»t«40i&W be«9iifoaiairettlfaat>diaaM- 
'4MMftdw4i^n»«rvnteeM4bi8 tetfwj onidse 
4lt>ihb'Wratl!tnwoiiMlMre'43lKiBPexi!iU(i; 

'ltfjft%'a^^f fjie^w^ I ham" •xaot«d)->tbe 

Jtej»lb»4>f^ tb» 'UhMiUittiMMluinuMlB' Mb 
■wtonk iHMtt'JHMy.lMtte/ftKlr'M^^iibUa*. 
fink'li^tmlifo iiAali^qiaudrisioeraiiiaiiy 

■«ilJ .IDU'iIi: JaU'.' -ftU -iij I (JxU 6". . ■ 
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as Oie vbarMlt'iinytilA hftVi ib«!i^>'Bii(telr^' 
stood hfth^'mmela;heii"*Hmsi>\«am^ 
up6n a womaM'eitmked ftfceifftts'tfoiblHtjH 
as looking u^on'''i»iyb&bt>'pf^'af'^r'i 
mitted fleBh-L ' ■ >•" ■■>->'ii:^-'- 

Our senaatioh^^ti^Wy^k^ to tbfe'aU6re 
i^re-Bueh'aS we cbhe^i^eit^tlUi'bciiiyot'^H 
trne f>elBeTer m^t (4« W&ea sic«ktng<lfef*M4 
sonl BiJds itl'ted «itfrdo4^'-fo'ta)>et«ni^ 
near a tii^ ofiMlk'inth^'BeMfaA'Iiia^^i 
Althbngh rtie*y"ttii*^ *6 i«ttf *e *fere 
cbhvihiied, waa iiii^irttej'ftirfafefited^bythe 
presence of moiM's 'Adift/M^'W' iMntal 
ffTte*', Still "bow 'dJfl 'our fi«a«*id^ When 
w« gaiM' Upon gt^'ffl6M&i'ft«8h''flti*rin(, 
and rtMning water ! ' Iridted ptftHhefe hews 
and 'there vieri' q«H* ks' 'grtseW- is'the 
gfeeri df-Ptersif^. ' Tftft huWiinWS^ HtmB* 
attracted'aU onr tetttfttioh, aR piinted atfd 
ornamented iU tf tV^y had be«n *^^V^ 
for dle'relception of theiiliWi: WfrfcUided 
amidst attimmfeiffle crowd 'qTltte-aH-cwrtoM 
and as atixiOdS to see tik tB IW i»6pl6"»f 
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lna.))ft(l'be«o tQ<B«eitli0>£i^lwb eaUxiwy 

/ef«^A#( wi^ ^tiptoito, Jue^ tbe .mob ftt a 
distance; not abtow was Btracttaot a foot 
tiu9^.i^p. . Hftilthe&igU^bbeeBlaugked 
^,lfi>f;lMsring''«a bewi4B,a8,m«(A, afi.we 

bwB,no.4i>d,to,tlw,8feripoB.iBfligta<i; h«t 
not fttliui^ :Wp».dpDe eitjier to-control ■thf) 

iaqgVd<Bfl BiHdi ' at,;th^E ewcv, a^.iC, th^9 
wW'Do,r^favti«D at ha^d. 
, ^e mi^a a^ dar had iprovfded oatriagsf 
tQ.take ua ta4be«a^TJti^«^T^; a. species .pf 
CMiiieyance c(>B^pietBly new^.for.alf^i^ 
we had seen the Turkish asabafia,aii,Cmr^ 
staotinople, yet, they were 9f4iimg-t(> <;Qipr 
pare <to (vt)at «¥ «aw hqre. ".W« ijvef« 
dijyei^ off at a nte that- almost fx/ok Away 
oarhTVadu) and befotewe could welLosr 
ontaw ioto.whatisort of a jo«dttine we b^d 
been, inserted, and how it was tb^twe were 
carried away with tnich amanng velocity. 
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ISf THllJBHffiinDB^S OF [nsAEiijur- 

nmyOlii.n.:'.' iujI.I TJ^Ioiiip .IB^qqii lih » 
When the mehmandiLr haiUftlketblctilM 

tbcnda ieerk;iImBdatoiAl»en<ioiteieiqr«r»» 
flBdrlblUteiOHihov ni%hd>i:hoQiif lito altnUfoMh 

bdin^lmdtentjr QUag;cHlw>n,rf9»ttp%^);itf 
MtfMstthKMvtlivJletkwciali^^ttdifttttlifadfHV 

S«a*tr¥0»lB^«i liyi««isyieaBin»90«itop 

6uT hftbitMicHi for «h«ipi>esCDt^Mld«d^, 
thM'iwWeiiflW* wl> wantfidi w^tthiagt^iwe 
fc«d'sttlyt(j pBll a 8tn*ig>p«ildaiHJifi(iW the 
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nonld appear, quicker than eTen.l)n0ifn 

.< Att Ais bnnUCTed«iiPMaMs.vji Hsrt we 

dlftotl' tire (dair«^^M(shirrail/x:«sidelJh&ie 
«eeliyjfiil>Ci«f«»<ta'atdreKnA-t£t^d9dpi vtitk 
ttrntidi^uxjliUB than) Mc^ei laib lat^stt 

^teMgUtt»i'«^t&carf}eti(ofHtelirlittk<»<tT . 

Hbeb! RUo«ri'^^4th>if^]ffiticaitti0iUy 4)&ti|t4d 
MuWhkcMmiietidkighrte'wafaaUlba^dNS 
oflTttluwer/iiniAdft.itrith/Sut^ m(a3BTleqi«At 

4j«Jeg)i^4i»(ett'tb'lecdci«poBl4t'BSith«[aJbi«df 

,t|}e»Mi$t^«dIlMfapitDlky,{af thoj£^ftiiCthiB 

«^dteM^welkadjtti««j|0iait t]»»st»ifi,fii 
W^ktiaft^e^idaligfateB ci|'/£«^»B!^ Jf^9g 
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sbei^Hkefe ' Me oar b«cLBj'.at IfHutco 
we andeoBtood iMff. WeltnffwctfBOOtbw 
bedb than tfaow wbkh we roaiqied tb6ut 
and' Spread '«ii tbd Saor^ aUd - th^e£Ke . 
we-«l) ^^Ujji^y prenadt fonwards tP ttw 
sigittitrSDd iitre que woodw. ^ras agaip 
excited. The ahfdi'a diroBS, on wbic^lte 
shel4:oradintDtetet juatic«,and toi^nake ihs 
tiro MtremitiiBS of the world tremUs, -was 
not-'CKNl* iaagD>fie«Bt' than tbe,'bed>iD- 
tsodad f»r Ihe ambasaador. . Itmiist'faaTa 
bees oonstmcted upoB t^imadel (^ tlw 
fantoiui'pflaeock tbrose «f Utei Mi>gulH> 
Upon four pilluAofcuriouely wrought wood 
wkAiniaed a oanopy of ricb ttaSe, from 
which .vere auapeoded curtainsBs amjil* 
as tiiQSfe vthidi scTftoathe gcent ball of 
Tehcanj Tbfl kent was overlaid mth Uw 
softest and meet ioxanant mattreaaes, tad 
piMowa to reeliite upoa were raised -one 
abMe thcf oth«riii heap«. Hm« our msoo- 
ftcod condnctreea pt!<q>o«ed. tbat the am-. 
busador shoirid pus tbe night; uu| ths 
in vtUtioD, aa may be expected, was gnad^ 
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accented ; ^n eveai ta irbac^ Bk«>ap[Mbl«d 
perfectly facenttcrmet!, intuMMt^ wit-waa 
settled vMikHit -tiie'leHSt iadiloatimi'of >* 
aram lor 'a Hush ob hiir pMti '. '^JlUlabi 
th^ is bnt one'A^dh!^ enAaim^ M4na 
Frtoas;-* I am iu ti state «f BAacemwt: 
To'ert dirt » one thing, l»bt to eat itkfter 
tbis fesllioii! ia aticAh«r; If -pdlhitiAn' <(Md 
n<yt meei ns in tb« foce "at ^^wy ttm,'l 
should say that our foVttfne 'iv- Mi lb»iisb; 
and that bur star is labotcriBg'tifa^ ia oar 
servide. We hare not biiiy'UiWnjtose of 
paradrse made ready for uB, b«t'alM:tlw 
hburifl tfcereof awaiting our pl*a«are.' 

Of a sadden a great aemation appetUFed 
t6 be made in the caravanserai, and'tlie 
ainbttflsador'wasinfonnod-thMtlte OinlAs* 
sicn was aitlred. The infldeb, btill t«Mt-' 
tng her with the same attention^ idiM-We 
had r^natked on board shtp, werebriitgiilig 
h# Rtrai^t to Mirza Pitvnx, when 1^ 
w«» pnTented' by rt»« sagacity 'of Seid 
antl< MehbMb. Nbt one of Ihem 'Oonld 
ucMtetntted ' that' she wfts only a flknre; 
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En^iMl, naned to take part ititb-^n ewn 

lsdjrt''«aM hs to theaiobwcauUv.;— ' La^y 
itkMdt' said MUaa Firtnu; 'iwhat nenjf 
ueitiws»^ Yott kM^wbetteF'tbab-Iithat 
f^iaiioladyfitfist^ieiB'ODlj'a^Mdtave;' 
aHdtitlMrtfoi^'£M;^the'l(fveof'Ab>4o not 
aUow^jMT' to bvOwatedM^aiady. (3iwt 
her a cwner, and there let her ait.' 

The cariosity which she seemed to ex- 
cite amoBg the English ^was beyond any 
thing we conld have conceived — it far ex- 
ceeded theircuriosity to see us; foralthoogh 
nothing conld be greater than the contrast 
■between out hairy chins and their Bmooth 
iaces, yet they seemed entirely to fot^t 
us in their de«re to see her. They thronged 
the house from morning to night, watch- 
ing the windows of the room which she 
was said to inhabit. Not satisfied with 
looking, they made strange noises in their 
Ifutguage,. which none of us could under- 
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svd/34e, ' «bit.a^i»i7 lot mmrt Mtood -the. 
wiiN»J''iJBdeed,if>ta mik'alMnit wittMiit 
ausliiihdi^ to teore Umit fiu^s ej^MMd'to 

DMboCtlveir ejroBAod 4mglWS,h6bA{lf4QQWi« 

degree, j, ■ ,i ■, ■ „ , t.. j-. 
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■■■' ■'■'■'■' CHAPTER 'XV: ■ 

maiidmimdm-it'BitiuA ig the governor- of Pfy-' 

,.flfep,.. .. ■.,.,,,, I !, 

'MkBZA Fisious was mneii mortified that 
BO pefaob, great or Bmali, had be^i eeht 
Gp^'ihegOTenuiieDt'to meet him at his laiid- 
ing. No one Imd Btiid ihtkhosk amedeed, 
* yaaaeemticome,' to him, which a Permaa 
says even to a Jew when he has passed 
his threshold; nuch less had any onein- 
qoirtd whether his brains were in good 
order, ot whether his spirits were well 
woundup. The iif<i/:&a/, that conunouest 
of cet-esoonies, which is always performed in 
Persia towards b. stronger, was here totally 
(woittcd; and when we recolkotal' with 
vtbat honours and attentions all English 
an^Bfisadora had heen received by ne, we 
unaniiacnisly lexdaimed at the waiit of 
hoB^itoUty which marked our receptimi, 
and'Tegretted our ever haring left oar own 
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country. We fell tooth and nail upon' 
the mehmandar, uttering lOud complaints 
against his g9V)BrniBe»t,;,H feu^ ^^ excueed 
himself by saying, that thecustoms of Eng* 
latid' and'P«rsia were'-diflWentt titd-'tbit 
he' hoped, if we wo«W"haw pfttienee, "We 
should soon find that what was omitted in 
empty words and «ooi^OMQt8(voilld be 
fiiUy made up in substuttinl comdbrt.'" ' "■ 
- However, we bad not loi^ been' ii»tfiMe4 
in the cararanserai beferutAe ambiffiBadoF 
was waited upon by the gordmor of the 
oity. He came unatt^ufed by anystiitei 
He had no led boraes, no ruanmg foot^ 
menbefoiehi^i, no pipetbeart ts,' bo ^rtne«^ 
htrfdera, no fen^ea 'to 'dear' the rdad 
with aticks; btat'hte walked in •with idm 
hat in hit hand, aiid,-\mthoQt inthe leaM 
seeming to think where bewvs to vit} 
placed' himaeif in the ^nitcbair thai'ms 
at band. The ambasudoF,' wfao^'ia tJtt 
oourtetyfand pditeness, knd who Kuten* 
fitands, perfectly how higb up id't^rrooin 
erccy faan is oitltled to; vibs - q«ite vbookied' 
at«eeiag &tt goremor in a place onlygdod' 
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9fc«idd<Ii4He tvlwB itimifbn tittife^tbaclfcan 

^ wto eiOQaupauui^ lefinMojinBUp^ndQiii 
^do;iBith«<figltU jretihe wUsBoxtijil^iMtt 
in fM^qiir f^oii «0 very .quietjinJgvaJinbr, ^al 
^ T^uirtcl^ll our,iaiagiiif>tioii-tafCl)B>qiule 
oMwlr^sJof his<g)faifaw»h ' UelwutmoDtH 
qmr Heivevitif y»MB «M>- i.'-' li-.H[]i;iipn. 
;,.TlwiftJt>d9gi4nitrBtoffiesriofioon^iHBcfl 
itbt^ wefbml AM» HI BM^andj. tttcAinhH^ 

y9f)ail)1e oa,lHawin4<'«fld4(iiHwdiagljripBt 
intp |>r3£i(ee,«l}'UK»is attenlMBS- ft*d <w«U-> 
9^,«p««()be»[Qt;wtuflh,hfe ia m mliaentljr 
(hct- soMlKT..' AftecJberbsil JAqwredrtboae 
tJAtw toTaF-wbetiiieir.iiwibwidii w4Si'sM>di 
hia. brwija ing^, uuL ihi&.xfHntB mptuba 

or a Tillage. 
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tiiRibitiMM<&i'tl0iicie*RbdUW'tt»iMaiutu-, 

fig^liirncdl atefltnplithbd^ hewtiipetatta; 

Sibunib^pf 1e baw.met wlA mioh u 

^•ookilvdc^ oar tbrtaaw ue om tlw riu; tha 
kn^ tdiiSa^aaAi itia viida^/ia ttpraiee 
ofi.q9iBid.>«iBd<Hn,iii> 'bsvB'ckwto aqell a 
maaiijftKt.-taii refamiMtilir«j- '"ByM*^ 
acquainted with sueb ^ikx/ ptmKia* >Mle 
ftiaBd^iff'iofl'jdieiihri» flaotitriiaB 'Wtfl 'be 
eaadgoleril ; ahd itiie S^etrsitiM mi EagHsb 
ffUI'h«ieefor«d[> (Mil uch otlv^JtvMbi^* 
llio,mahiii|(aA»iha<nQg)'flsdt itpp«en^Ma 
tofiiBljqiX' wdfdfliiateT^Ud-thitt/ ttlP f&M 
tUa 'aMtsawAAr go« in' oHBUfer'wni' *■ QkV 
^Mowhatbc baditoiBi^'cduId'li&mibeni 
aMi*ii)nilo 10 thfth tl wM, wei bww stilt 
tbte^mn" 'ni^ttkbufeaddifi^Mteit for SIMM 
tHb«(fbr ftnaoawsr tAnthi* i^pe^h\nm^ vna 
curling ap bia mustacbes, and smoothing 
UuJb^cdixiiHdii»ilMfi«»io£ratio«qui««J«Dt 
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return of eomplu&eot, .when tbe gavMt^t^ 
broke- a long silence by jwrn^ing that jt, 
was a fine day; not meanii^, as we ahouli} 
hurt said in Pema, that ttie; muu, shone 
beoause ofthe joyfol cr^itofiUie ambaet 
■adorfs ajxival, but that it really waa fine, 
and did not TBw. We.aU'kioltied-at,each 
other, aad a« aa«Q as he bad taben his 
leave, ajird 'vvbeii t^e mtehmandar had also 
left us, we gave full vent to our feelings. 
*iDitlyou.ever'BeeMiobaa assi' exclaimed 
«■». >^ id^rgoTetnoriodeed ! a Pereian dog 
wouldmakeabcittery'saidanothei. 'Piatse 
bflitn £rod,' said aithird, ' where are the 
Franks, and wbere'thePersiana? A Per-* 
siatk'cainislMlrivicr would speak better iken 
this io&delii Then we nil fell to praiiing 
th» wit «nd thBidiK|uence of our ambasp 
mdoivwbo indeed had -excelled hiouelf on 
Xhis «ceB8ii»,.coBsideiiag the poor subject 
h^»ie\wbam'ibe.iliadmade Jus first dtaplayi. 
We seid* of^a. buth the -Bhah has ohosra a 
nuin wl)»'iW)U,inake;hiB.facB white in diis 
fiweigfl. Isod j a»d <Doe who will giva-ths 
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e a proper specimen of Persia's m- 
periotity .OTST every other. Our asBunaceB 
invome measure soothed his displeasure at 
the treatoKiM Whioh he had hitherto re- 
ceived; and 'we C(m80led'0un»eltea by the 
reflection, that it would b«&s unfair to judge 
of the whale of the Pereian pec^le by the 
Arab sbdikb who governs Bushire, as it 
irouLd be to judge of die Bng^isb by the 
gorerDor of Plymoath. 
. TbpdinneratthecttraTtmsenu-watiseTVdd 
up very mueh in tiie same ^hioii' as it ha^ 
beWionboRid our ship; but our aetoniBb- 
DWDt never ceaeed when we saw all the 
sitrer and rich ornameDts that were dis- 
played On our table. ' Can this be a cara- 
TEDBerai,' said we, ' or is this a deception 
imictised upoo us? We are lucky if at a 
caravanserai in Persia we find a poorwretcfa 
of -a baqal at the gate.tOHeliHaa loaf and 
a&onton; batherearetherichesofajfatent 
Ttti.' The laehnaudlir ass«red'us'that'tt 
w«^aicaiBV8DBeni,andnothiiilgbdt acar^ 
TtttBerei; tii»l at every 4owi> in i!&]glaild we 
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should fiod, not only me, but sereral sach 
as this, and in many inBtances much better, 
and more magnificent. Howerer, then 
was one little secret which having ex* 
plained, he materially diminished our sa- 
tisfaction, and made us doubt afUr aU 
whether our own mined buildings were not 
better, and that was, that at the winding up, 
^nd~when on the point of departure, a cer- 
tain little thing called a ' bill ' was brought, 
in which every mouthful eaten, every candle 
expended, and every glass broken, were 
carefully registered ; and that the amount 
was instantly paid, without even an appeal 
to the cazi, or a general cry of justice and 
no justice, or else the stranger's goods 
were seized, or perhaps his person put into 
prison. 

Our time passed on rather slowly and 
dull enough until the hour of bed. We 
amused ourselves principally in pulling 
the strings which hnng near the fire-)4&ce, 
to try whether such a ceremony would ac- 
tually produce the appearance of the slaves. 
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or servants,, of the caravanserai; B^nd sure 
enough tliey came, and tired enough they 
seemed, to tie; .until at length our pulling 
hM no l^her effect ; and the chaim we 
supposed was broken by too frequent a re- 
petition of it. But when we were fairly 
tired and sleef^, the .round-faced maiden, 
whom we had seen in the morning, again 
made her i^pearance, with a lighted can- 
dle in her hand, and invited the ambassi^- 
dor to repose, to which he willingly, as- 
sented. This WAS the signal for a g^^eral 
departure, and we each of us were then 
inserted into a well covered throne, ^ bg- 
f<we described . , . , < 

The night was passing oq very euccesf)- 
fully, when 1 was awoke by the ambas^- 
dor's voice somewhere in the house, . I 
got up as well as I could in the d^irki luid 
fOQnd hinw apparent^ in great di^ttress, 
wailoBg- about in di^abille, foUoi^ed by 
thfliroaster wtd austresa of the caravQpserai 
(mdjbU theiri fwcvants. The patties could 
aob.ntEwteintwid eadXtpther* T]ie,ipfid«}s 

VOL. 1. I 

D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 



17D THE ADVBKnrUS OF fCHAP. XV, 

weVe kx^ing quite a^mst, wondeiing what 
tiic ambaieador could mem; whilat he was 
venting bis rage in u Btrsage sbixture of 
Pernac' and Englisfa words. As sooa as 
he percfsred ms, he e]ielaimed, 'i'llidead, 
I'mdead; they haivekilled met Maytfaeir 
houees be bankrupt; may they all go to 
Jehanum!' Upon inquiry it was foond 
thftt the people of the -caiavnnBwai, con- 
eeiving we mast always be eold because 
wecame from a hot climatt, had so heaped 
the ambassador'B bed with coverings, that 
, no soonerbftd he gotin amongst them than 
he b^;an to smother. 'He esoaped as if 
from certain deaUi, and taking refuge in 
the passage, by big noise uid exclatoations 
gathered around him all Uie caruTanBeru.' 
Having relieved his misery, we again re- 
tired to our beds; but our wopder never 
ceased when we saw how constantly and 
unconcernedly the infidel females milled 
with the males,' and with' what little otm- 
Gera the men saw their \fives, and daughters 
waiting upon ub. and performing all the 
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offlees which ne c«a only commtnd within 
our harems. Ou thi*^ -oota&ion we.dis- 
eovered that there could be no distinction 
between men's and women's apartmenti 
ia -an £nghih house, as there is in a Per- 
8iaa t f<crf 'had that been the case, their in- 
h&bitfinta omild not all have risen so much 
witik one accord. T^e women certiunly did 
not look as- attractiTe as dunng the day, for 
tiieir Jaees- were eiuHicJed with small bits 
of paper, 'which we took for taliBtnana 
placed there either to guard their beanty, 
to keep off the erii eye, or to charm away 
wrinkles and whiskers- 

We were sadly off for our ablutions, for 
water was. to be found in every place except 
where we wanted it. In a small room into 
which we were shown, it was made to rush 
in and disappear as if by magic, in a much 
more extraordioary maimer than through 
the pipes of our fountains. This attracted 
the notice of the idlejelowdars and stable- 
boys; and when they wanted something to 
amuse them and pass away the time, they 
i2 
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found it ia making the waters play in this 
placeitothe great annoyance of the Franke, 
If contrivances so ingenious as this existed 
in Persia, instead of being confined to a 
•mall dark chamber, they vould be placed 
before the shah in broad daylight, and the 
contriver clothed with a drees of honour. 
To say the truth, we frequently determined 
in our discuEwions with each other, that the 
English rendered complicated that which 
Wit* intended by ,q«ture to he very simple. 
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CHAPITER. XVI. 

The ambtutador frtKctdt on %U journey^— Novdty 
of ttage eoachei ko Ptt^Aau.—Hajji Bidia't re- 
markt upon Engliik tTa»>tBing. , . 

The mehmandar noi( ii^ormed us tliat 
we were to make prepa'ratioDs for our 
journey to tli6 capital. Our chief was 
somewhat startled at this, for yi expected 
that some Frank of consequence would 
bare been sent from the foot of the throne 
to conduct him to London; and that, wait- 
ing his arrival, he might have had time to 
enjoy the sweets of repose a^r hie long 
voyage. He also expected that an arrange- 
ment, similar to that made in our own coun- 
try on the passage of an ambassador, or a 
stranger of consequence, would have been 
made here, whereby we should be much 
advantaged; for well did we recollect 
how the last English embassy, on its jour- 
ney through Persia, had enriched them- 
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selves by the provisions collect€d'&oNt Ihft 
towns and villages through \viiiii& it ^a^ed. 
We also recollected how manj of Ihe ftith- 
fiil had been made to sdffer Oiit df tollijili- 
ment to the infidels ; and we 'cikksia'phctid 
th* enjoyment tffretalia'e'ftig'ori'tt^'feWbf 
theEnglish fartners sOnie (Jf itife'lia^ttWddA'es 
which had been lE/fliited Wthe Pehikn 
rayats. But all our dt^rati ^nfeUM when 
the iliehmandaT told'us.'tMlt-on'flie nftxt' 
day, shortly' after mbniiilg'prtcyef, a coodt 
was' to conduct lis to ^^kr foot of 't)i'e 
throne. ' 'He vramed t(S* to be teaAf ut k 
particulaf^iour; fo!r hb' aissiitiftd tib, t*at 
which We could ^cafcely Ulieve, thatsiifth' 
was the despotic nation of the men wh6 
drove these coaches, that they ^rottldnot 
wait any'mari'a pleasure, not even for thfnr 
own shah, did he happen to Tequire' the 
delay of an hoar or two. And the fact 
proved his words true, for oti the IbllWnng 
mornii^, when we hid scarcely fione comb- 
ing our beards^ and before we had settled 
the direction of the kebleh, preparatory to 
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owr JpT^^ei^i we. ?ere ftlanped by the ap- 
P^grq^ce 9f the, mejunaadar, who, in the 
g^te^ti^t^i^ P'dered ua to hurry to th^ 
cfi^i^,.fqr pot a-moment waa to, be ]f>sU, 
' ^ift wJiatia the haste/ rejoioed I, ' ia the 
^Aqi^ )Of.lJi^ blessed Husgein? Have we 
OPt^t^e.day.Woreus? The sun is nqt sfi 
hqt hfitp as ji^ oar country, Teqpiring us to 
le^ye sur lesting-plAce so eaxly.!' — ',We 
have Qothipg to do with the heat of the, 
sna/ aDBwered .the mehqiaiidar ;. .'time is 
apt, throffD away h«te; every minute is of 
coo^eqmence.'— ' But ■ who th^ws away 
tipie?' exclaimed Moh^uned Beg. still on 
his ki^e^, and repeating his ' God forgiye 
Dje,' betwe^ his Ups. * Is it throwing 
away time to say one's prayersl Our 
blessed Mahomed — ' ' Man!' exclaimed 
the mehmaudar, ' \Yhat does tbe coaafaman 
care for your blessed Maho;^ed?' Of a 
sudden the sound of a horn was h^af4, like 
that used at our hot baths to call the wo- 
men .to b^the, and this, we were informed, 
was the last st^e of the coachman's impa- 
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tieoce. This was succeeded by the voice 
of the ambasBador himself, who roared outi 
* Ah ye unsaiated men ! Ah ye children 
of bume<i Others! why' do ye delay? Do 
ye not perceive that the Franks are wait- 
ing? Arm yourselves and be mounted.' 
Upon which, without saying a word more, 
we girded our loins, put on our swordB, 
thrust our pistols into our waists, tied on 
our cartouche boxes, seized our long car- 
bines, and putting our proper leg foremost 
on crossing the threshold, saying the hia- 
milldh, we left the cantvanaerai, and sallied 
into the street. 

Our chief called to me, and said that I 
was to proceed with him; that Seid, Mah- 
boob, and the Circassian were to do the 
same; but enjoined me to see the others 
off without delay. The mehmaudar, hav- 
ing inserted four into the inside of the 
coach, was proceeding to put in a fifth, 
when he was stopped by loud cries. ' In 
the name of Ali, by the soul of your 
fether, there is no more room ; we shall 



:sdi.,Google 



CBAP ■ XTI.] HAJJt BABA. 177 

die.' The more the mehmandar eotreated, 
the more they showed resistance. They 
had seated themselves most agreeably on 
their heels, after our fashion, and every 
comer was occupied. At length, by main 
force, the mehmandar threw in a Frank 
^vho was to accompany them to London, 
shut the door upon them, hoisted Hassan, 
the cook, and Feridoon, the barber, on the 
top of all, and, before we could say * God 
be with you,* they set offlike an arrow shot 
out of a bow. I had never seen any thing 
so wonderful since I was born, Hassan 
and Feridoon both, in the face of all man^ 
kind, were each of them seated by an un- 
veiled daughter of the Franks, who little 
seemed to care for the actual touch of men 
acknowledging a diSereot faith to their 
own. 

The most extraordinary feature of the 
character of the English is, that they seera 
to look upon nothing as impure. They 
will touch a Jew as soon as one of their 
own tribe, and require no extraordinary 
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ablution after H. Bat nothing in feet 
ought to surprise ub on that head, when 
we reflect that the uncl6au he^tid che»- 
rished and eaten by tbe'krhgs, lords, and 
commons of all the different natitinfi of 
Frangistan. 

The ambassador followed in an hour 
after, accompanied by the m^nJandar and 
myself ia one carriage, bnd by th^ Oirci^- 
sian and her two attendants in ano^er. I 
never enjoyed any thing bo much as this 
mode of conveyance. In this the English 
certainly are superior to the Persians ; for 
although our takhieravan is very agreeable 
in its way, yet nothing can exceed the ease 
and convenience of the carriage. In the 
tdkkteravan, when the mules take to trot- 
ting, or when the one proceeds willingly 
and the other refuses to go except by beat- 
ing, the su£feFer in the cage between both 
undergoes strange motions; but in the car- 
riage all is agreeable. It is so easy a 
motion that one might go through one's 
prayers in it, smoke one's kalioun, or eat 
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ons's.dmoer. We at fint found it attended 
wiAb'thfi.gKal^ iacocveiiience pf want of air. 
Bycec|ai[ipiiUf!ya^,as8e8 ar^drawn vp; but 
RPt hf!iv^.ai^ to put them down a^n^ .we 
we^qpBily^tified.nntil.an infidel showed 
us the secret of the contrivance. Iqu^tioa 
n^Qthgt 4^m9ge8 vfCvlA ever become of 
senep4upft)B,PeraifL; fw, after all, what is 
tber^ lik^'tbeiboTse for ^e conveyance of 
man? It iathe universal use of this animal 
that qiakes ,tbe Persiaa what he is, namely, 
active, and enterprising i whilst the Fiankj, 
cavried abontiin bis caniage, takes the place 
which our wiqnen, would oc<;upy, and da- 
bases bis io;aobqod ^eat^.on soft cushious, 
sfi^teied from heat and cold, instead of 
b^atrid^ a bard saddle, exposed to and 
hardened by the Ticissitudes of weather. 

.We .travelled through a country, the 
whole of wjfjch.was better watered and 
kept than either the gardens of the Takht 
Kajar at Tebran,ior the eight paradises of 
Ispahan. . Not a stpne was to be ?een on 
the road. We supposed that the gins and 
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peris kept it clean; for, excepting when 
the shah makes his entry into one of our 
cities, when the people are turned out to 
heap up the highway at hie approach, we 
had nerer seen any thing so well prepared. 
We frequently aaked each other whether 
this had been done by way of preparation 
for the ambassador's arrival; bat the meh- 
mandar assured us that it was the same all 
orer England ; and at length we believed it, 
particularly when we remarked thai our 
pnasage through the country created no 
greater sensation than if a string of camels 
were crossing the desert ; and that if peo- 
ple did look at us, instead of bowing the 
head to the earth, as we had been ordered 
to do to the Enghsh embassy in Feisia, 
they only laughed and pointed the finger. 
We travelled all the first day, and rested 
at night in a caravanserai, superior to the 
one at Plymouth. What was our surprise 
to find that we had proceeded above thirty 
parasangs; a distance which, in ourcountry, 
would have taken us three or four days to 
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perform ! Here was neither loading nor 
unloading of mules, no sore backs of horses 
to complain of, no yakhdam, no pots and 
pans, no cookery to perform, no cook to 
carry ; all seemed prepared at a moment's 
notice, as if the shah himself had been ex- 
pected; as if the country bad been laid 
under contribution months beforehand. 
We were agreed, that had Ismael B^ 
Tela), the Golden Ismael as he is called, 
the shah's favourite, had he, provided with 
the most absolute firman that was ever 
issued, been sent in advance to Ispahan, 
the most abundant city in Persia, to accu- 
mulate provisions, and to prepare for the 
arrival of the king of kinp, he never could 
have performed what we saw done with the 
moat extraordinary ease, unexpected as we 
evidently were,inourpa38age through Eng- 
land. The moment our carriages appeared, 
as if they had had prophets and star-gazers 
amongst them to warn them of our arrival, 
every body was in motion to be of use to 
UB, They all appeared to know as well aa 
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ouTselTea what we wanted, and every thing 
wasdonewithoutourspetkingaword. Who 
has ever seen a caravan depart in Penia, or 
even a string of mules loadedywitJtout a 
thousand uplifted voiceH being heanl ia 
universal wranglej * JHstioel' f no justicei' 
being banded from modtli to ■moutht^'aM 
quick as blows falkng on the Jelehf ■ But 
here, as Ali ia mjr witness, not a wofd was 
spoken ; the boreea appeared to run ef. their 
own accord to the carnages, ready pnti. 
ankiouB to be hanieaBed. Tbedrivera 
were all dreSsed, whip in hand, and befom 
I could have counted my beads .*e were 
on the road agaio. And when we reacheid 
the caravanserai, instead of witneutng, a* 
we frequently do in Persia, a general battla 
between aervants and mastera, cooks and' 
mule-drivers, where each one is to pass the' 
night, some seizing upon one raom, siSme 
upon another; here, on the contrary, the 
most astonishing order prevailed. Each 
new comer is paraded in procession to an 
apartment, which is as much his own as if 
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he had resided in it twenty years, where be 
finds a 'fire provided for him, and where 
strings, tbady for his pulling, ring corre- 
sponding b^U, and produce coirespond- 
ing waiters; and where the more noise he 
makes, the more trouble he creates, tfae 
more the owners of tJie caravanserai appear 
to be pleased. When a dinner is ordered, 
it is wonderful to observe vrimt alacrity 
find stir are created throughovt the bonee; 
whilst we in Persia, after a long day's 
march, are happy to get 'oMipiliau with- 
out the previous necessity of beating our 
cook. But, at'the same time,> I must ob- 
serve, as sure as night succeeds the day, 
never did we tduch a morsel-^naver did 
we go to the right or to the lefWmevn 
did we leave the caravanserai, without that 
inevitable consequence of all things in 
England, to wit, a bill. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

TVv reach Balk, and i^proaeh tht'-e<^al,--Hajji 
Saba tlexribes the s^ntation* ^.Ute anphatiodor 

at an Englitk reception. . , ^ , , ^ 

The next day we travelled as many pa- 
rasangs as the dAy before,' with' thfe same 
ease' and conifott; passing several lai^e 
towns, arid seeing sights sb strange and 
novel, that it Would require the ^ns of 
all the mirzas in the shah's gate to record 
them. We stopt at one city,in particular, 
to see what appears to be very nncom- 
mon among the Franks, namely, a bath. 
The city itself is called Hummum, or Bath ; 
and strange enough it appeared to us, 
that BO much consequence should be made 
of that which no Persian village is with- 
out; which exists in almost every street 
in our cities, and which is the neces- 
sary appertenance of every Persian gen-. 
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tleman's house. But the secret of the con- 
sequesce given to this place was, that the 
waters here, like those of Broussa, near 
Stamboul, are medicinal; and we were 
highly amused at the contriTances put into 
practice to restore the sufierers to health. 
The ambassador complained of a pain in 
bis shoulder, and the Frank who showed 
us the establishment drew out a brush 
made of the, bristles of the unclean beast, 
which he assured us would, if well nibbed 
over the part, produce instant relief. We 
recoiled from.the eit;ht of this instrument 
as if we had seen a snake. The in- 
fidel then invited ua to walk into, a pool 
where many Franks, both men and wo- 
men, were taking their pleasure; but we 
had had pollution enough for once by the 
sight of the brush, and positively refused 
to accede to his entreaties. 

The sight of the baths led to an ani- 
mated dispute with the mehmandar, upon 
the subject of cleanliness. We asserted 
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that the PeniacB wcra the olcat&est'poepU 
oa ^arth, aiid the Fjanks neoeasaiiiy. th* 
dirtiest. I said, ''You, Eaglisbi, ioDiuf 
stance, acareelj. ever ttBe.a''batIk...(you 
wash your hands aod faeejadd tben.tbiak, 
yoorselvflB clean vvhcocas the conuatoQwl 
man in PemaneTerpaweaaweekjandtbe 
man of any eoneequence scaroelya diy, 
without washing their whol^peraoDB^' . .1 

' That may be.thecase,' said the. mehr 
mandar, ' but the cleasitiQess «xtflts. only . 
as long as you are in the water; itbe mor, 
ffleut you are out of ,it you letara to yonr 
shirts worn for weekn befive ; to yo«r tvorn-, 
iers, which pasa ' from fetbef to son ; and 
to your ^eepskin . cloaks, . that go through . 
whole. gen^atioda. We^chaoge ourlinen 
daily; the poorest man is clean from bead 
to foot OBf e in the week at least,' 

'What is the. use of 'his cloandinem in 
dress,' said I, ' when be defiles his inside 
by eatiug swine's flesh? Bythe bletuied 
Mahomed ! twenty years of double prayers. 
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wbm we return to Pwria, wiH not purify 
ofil from the contancinAtions w<e are Hkeff 
toicat^ cFttring ourstay atnong you.'' 
■ 'iDonlot'thfowawityyoiirwords in j«re- 
iikatiireitti)k/&tidfae; '-you wilt eat switrt's 
fl«ihi'withoat&cnfp)e', "believe me, "before 
yot) have ^toae vntit HB.' ■ 

'He alBtost made meBick with the very 
thought of such ibominaticm; and being 
once more installed in <tur carriages, we 
contJnoed our roid towards the' foot tifthe 
English throne. ' ' 

Vpoof AviriBg at odr reMitlg-piace at 
nigftt, tfae ambassador was met by twd 
mirzas, front the gate of the-GDg!isti «hah; 
with catrit^es, and' two niyal (tappets, 
or coAriers, who werfe ordered to'pre|tare 
everything for his acoommodaitioD ; tind 
accordingly they had spread a table with 
all scots 'Of' meats, fi^oitSi-and sherbets,' to 
which they incited u8 to sit the moment 
the'«m?^iSBador had alighted from his car-> 
riage. We saw that thi& dawn of attention 
from the king of the country was pleasing 
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to the ambas^dor; and we anticipated 
tbe Istakhal that would meet us the next 
mommg; fdr we W£re informed that we 
were only ten parasangs &om the city, 
and that we should certainly enter it be- 
fore the muezzim could call the noon-day 
prayer. This put us all into good humour. 
The ambaBsador consulted with Seid what 
caba he should wear on the occasion, what 
shawl he should wind roand his cap, and 
ordered bis diamond-hilted dt^ger to be 
got in readiness. 1 had remarked on many 
occasions that our dark faces and black 
eyes were not displeasing to the fair daugh- 
ters of England; and therefore I merely 
put on a clean shirt, which I had aJao re- 
marked was a great passport to an EngUsli- 
man's approbation . I tightened my waist, 
whilst I expanded my shoulders to their 
fnllest extent by putting on my broad- 
sleeved tekmek. We all took care to curl 
the sulfs behind our ears. Seid shaved 
the ambassador's head; I leit mine un- 
shorn till we should meet Feridoon the 
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barber. The CircasBias was veiled closer 
than ever; and although we had no astro* 
k^r with UB to ascertain^ fg^tnna^e hour 
for entering the city, yet as the ambassa- 
dor had'had d good omen the eyf;ning be- 
fore, worwere satisfied that our, good for- 
tune was'onthe ascent. 

We entered the carriages prepared for 
UB with considerable emotion, considering 
what an important event eqteriag a city 
under our circumstances must always be, 
and fdlly prepared to do justice to the 
dignity of our shah by the manner in which 
it was the ambassador's intention to re- 
ceive the Ittakbal, which we made no 
doubt was preparing to receive him. The 
mirzas accompanied the amt^asaador in 
the same carriage, and we remarked to 
them in what a different manner Persians 
approach a city, on occasions of. ceremony, 
to what appeared to be usual here. It 
was the custom amongst us, we assured 
them, to move very slow; much cere- 
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mooy, and many complimentary speeches 
were made; vb srtioked on th^ road; our 
ikatirs, or ruoning footmen, preceded our 
faorees, and, on the eatraoce of an am- 
bassador, the stick was abundantly ad- 
ministered to the crowd, in order' to call 
forth admiration at the vigil^noc of the 
polioe, and to show tiiei king's authority. 
Sometimes, when teiror was to be etniok, 
the city gates were oraamented by ample 
portkwe of hmnaa bodies, and heads were 
laid in heaps before the royal palace. But 
here we remarked, that it was exactly ^he 
contrary. The in£dels vfho were driviag 
our carnages galloped . their horses more 
like cavalry m^iug a charge against an 
enemy, than like men conducting tlie re- 
peesentatiTe'of tiie sliadow of Allah upon 
earth. 

As we approached the city we remarked 
that, in many parts, the walls were painted 
in white characters, evidently after the 
r of our country, and no doubt for 
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the same holy putposes. . I ct^ied Beveral 
sueh . inscriptuiDB, And hoar^d them up 
with mMch cure, to iatroduce them in my 
Bp«ech, mbien I. should be able to expFeas 
myself mithi sufficient ease in English*. 
. .We TKce now tdU that we were only 
about threa pej-aaasigB itom the foot of the 
UunBe; Mtd-iti pnopert^en aa that distance 
diminished, th««tir on the mad increased. 
It appeared, from t^ immense number of 
pet^:^ who ware whirling by in coaches, 
andiconveyances of every descriptian> that 
the population of the city m4iBt hare-been 
apprised of our apprbdoh;. farewell did I 
reooUect, on the day that. the last em-- 
bassy from the ahah of England reached 
Ispahan, when all Hs inhabitants were 
ordered out to meet it, that some of th« 

* The Rords gfi alii ifm! hakl.ya allah! t/ce 
frequently painted on the nails of the Persian 
moaques, and even houses. What Hajji Baba re- 
marked here must evidently allude to the corapc' 
titort in lilkcking, and to the pertinadoua Eady. 
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iQ^tdHHiqiWA were.ilA'^e- seen at the head 
0f^W^9raabi0*s8,vff«iiftefoml(be«ntniDN:e 

SKfa^titi-^ ««aib3d:rfti}iidwryitkk»Tio)pro- 
per notice was taken of us ; for if percbinoe 
wewei«iidimovtf»dinQiiT t«fi(ilic«ui«e', it 
vaAtop^.ta^pciDhiaifiM'lMigh.'itt.toiiioot 
abtuh> >^ei«bMMd'aI>.'«ur'«ytt»'i» At! 
diltMrtionliipai ndlichiim wtrapronsdai^, 
mhvais imder atlhi(tk)||peV»ir> vafibiut; tern 
sfttt .«JM waB.aqdMtJf^aniiOBeiiaa'oity^ 
amiinow.i Ae.apRbewBiior. 'tiegOMLitdinak: 
abqitfthMi.f'w-tfiQgmDdii^iia.tioiii •We 
pcrfieUad boi tioopBi aat^ ftc^ horsatnen 
roniwng--'tft aad fto vitlt anxious looks. 
Tbvitfno BritBvh miniB Sfa:unmo>redt but 
the jnf^niHdM'. /who^- fni« having seen 
our fouifffy, gwswd what was^ posaingiin 
the ^mltftW(id(tr'f( Noisdt asid that he hoped 
w& ebwld now soon acme to w dnd- of 
ourjoiwey; and .Uuit'then the ambassador 
wouiji b*, convinced of the desire of the 
English nation to make his st«y happy. 
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* And ii it the custom of your conotry,' 
exclaimed Mina Fironn, ' to ■mnggle an 
ambaaaadur into the seat of your gorern- 
ment, u if be were a bale t^ prohibited 
goods?' 

The finncipal mina, through the meb- 
mandar, then assured the ambasBador that 
it waa not an English eaitom to wod de- 
putatiuM on the road ; but that he would 
not fail to receive all the attentions due to 
bis high rauk, as soon as be had reached the 
house which bad been prepared fof him. 

' If such be your custom,' said our chief, 
'-by the head of the shab, believe ma, it is 
a bad custom. Go to Persia — ^leam man- 
ner* there. The ceremony of Jttakiab is 
as <dd as Jemsheed. AiiLer all, there is 
some difference between the entry of an 
ambassador and that of an old woman, al- 
though they must be the same in your eati> 
mation, since the one seems to produce as 
little seasatioQ as the other.' Then turn- 
ing to me, he paid, ' Hajji, by my soul, if 

▼OL. I. K 
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I had knonn, when I received my dismissal 
from the shah's presence, that I was to 
travel all this way, to encoaoter the waves 
and stormB of the Bea, to live- with infidels, 
to be nibbed with a swine's brush, in short, 
to devour more abomina^on than ever fell 
to the lot of any one true believer, I would 
rather have shaved my beard, and hved in 
a comer all my bfe with ashes on my head. 
Ah! MirzaSbeffi! MirzaSheffi.!' exclaimed 
he; ' you old unsainted vizier! this is all 
your doing, if I do not defile your graven 
and that ofthe whole of your ancestry, be- 
fore I die, then my name is not Mirza 
Firoua.' 

The two English mirzas sat mute with 
astonishment at the volability which all at 
once possessed the ambassador's tongue. 
They mildly pointed to a beautiful garden, 
through which we were driving, saying, 
' this is one of our public walks, and one 
of our places of amusement.' 

■' Shut np the windows,' roared Mirza 
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Fironz; 'nobody shall see me bo disgraced. 
I, who am ordered to make the shah's face 
white in this fbi'eign land-^— I, who am the 
first 'ambass&dot' whom the shah baa ever 
despatched hrtheif, to be treated *ith as 
little ceremony afi an ass-load of old rags 
would be in Persia ! It is a disg^e not 
to be borne.' 

We continued to Trfiirl along with un- 
equalled rapidity, and, with the glasses up, 
we streamed from every pore. Nothing was 
to be done but to sit quiet. The mirzas and 
the mehmandar talked earnestly to each 
other. The mehmandar endeavoured all he 
could to explain away whatso much griered 
the ambassador ; but all conversation was 
at an end by the new sort of noise which the 
carriage made upon entering the body of 
the city. We caught only rapid glintpses 
of streets, houses, shops, and novelties too 
numerous to be described at this moment, 
and at length stopped at a door, situated 
between several other doors of exactly the 
k2 
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same dimensioiiB;' aad there, to onr joy and 
amazement, we beheld our coontrymen, 
^whom three days before we left at Ply- 
mouth, and wnom, to eay the truth, we ex- 
pected oeror tasee agMtv - >' 
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" CHAPTER xVlII. 



Of lit PertioHt in London. — Tftty ntittake a lord 
fir a doctor. — Of the hoatt m tekieh tAey art 



Th e ambasBador got out of the carri^e, 
with bis temper alt crooked, totally igno- 
rant whether in bo doing the hour was for- 
tunate or unfortunate. Tfobody appeared 
before him to say, • you are welcome;' 
no one with a present in his hand to greet 
him; not even a pomegranate was otfered 
him ; and rushing up a rapid (light of stairs, 
he threw himself in despair upon a sofo. In 
rain was he invited to partake of a mag- 
nificent repast of sweetmeats, fruits, and 
ices, which had been prepared, and whidi 
the English mirzas and the mehmandar 
assured him had been provided at the ex- 
press orders of the government — nothing 
would console him — he swore his face was 
black, and black he swore it should remain. 
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The teehmandftT then presented him 
some food in a diah, and asked whether he 
would -not eat. 

' Bftt!' said the ambasBador; 'if aUyoar 
receptions are like this, md if' yoH think 
to wipe off the disgrace which taj shah 
has this day received by giving me to eat, 
you &re mueh mistaken. LetmeBeeBome 
one to say ' welcome' oa the part of yoar 
shah, ftnd then, perhaps, I may eat. No 
salt will be lawful till then.* 

'' But do you count the British minas 
(oe nothing?' said Ae mehauiDdar. 

' Mirsas, indeed !' exclaimed he inafary ; 
' did we ««td a writer of firmans, and a 
clipper of paper to your ambassadon? 
What wiH^sare these? Don't beat the 
air with more useless words ! My face is 
black; your face is black; and your go- 
vtiroment's face will also be Uackened 
(praise be to God!) throu^out the world 
when this fact is known!' 

Seeing, ^ftt nothing could be made of 
him in this humour, we left him to roll 
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on the sofi, whilst Seid rabbed his feet, 
and FeridooD, the barber, kneaded his back 
and loins, which produced, relief more ef- 
fectual than either «peechea from the mirzas 
or the mehmandar. 

' I consoled mysdf for the miaeriea of the 
last honr by seeking the company of my 
conntiymen. I found them settled near the 
entrance of the house, in a lai^eroom, sup- 
ported at one end by two pillars, surrounded 
with chairs, and encumbered by a large 
wooden case mounted on four legs. Here 
the^ had spread their carpets, arranged 
their saddles and trunks; hung up their 
caibines, swwds, and pistols; and had 
made all the arrangements usual in a cara- 
vanserai. There was no end to the many 
strange things which we had to say to 
each other. They had travelled through 
the country in a style worthy of kings, 
for their carriage was provided with every 
convenience; horses ready harnessed at 
frequent intervals were awaiting their ar- 
rival to carry tbem on with increased ra- 
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pidity; and they liad not once lied re- 
cooTBe to either sword or carbine, such 
little impediment had i)ifff_f ^9"T!<'* "^^ 
true they were obliged^tf( prpceefl vfhetfaer 
they would or ipot; for the inexorable 
driver would not giye them time ev,en to 
prepare a kalioun; but they f^,>^ *o 
much pW^re in being, as it|Were,mas- 
tere, Yhijst every body seemed, ^l&ving and 
toiling for their, advantage, U)at^ to bear 
them talk, they wquld not h^ve c^red if 
the journey had. never pome to a plose. 
On aniving.at the house in Londpo, they 
were at a Iobb, amidst the variety of rooms 
which it contained, where to deposit them- 
selves; but knowing from experience how 
much more convenient and safer it was 
to keep blether, and to sleep under each 
other's protection, they settled to remain 
where I found them, rather than to 
take separate beds and separate rooms at 
the top of the house. They were visited 
every morning by a good old infidel, 
a doctor, so they thought, who had been 
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very" kind to ilie cook', who felt 'unwell 
'ftom 'ite iatigiie of'fli'e joutney'. He bad 
genertjusly felt his pulse, ah<l Tikasetitliis 
aepu^ i6'givy (he proper medi<nnes.^''We 
wfer'^ 'expressing our 'admiration of Frank 
doC'tors, wli^n,"at ttla very momeii't, wie 
said old man came in, 'accompahieabj^' the 
JSJefa^andar. We'afl nislied'to'liave <iur 
pulses' telt, and oiir tongues ' looKed at, 
which is' the t'tant mode o^ ascertaining 
health, when (he inehmanJar, d)'Our oBio- 
nishment, hurst into a fit of niugn^. ' 

' What news is this?' said he'/ 'Tvhat. 
do yoii do'thuflfor?''^ ' ' ^ ' ' 

' He is bur doctor, praise' he to uoa!' 
said the cook'; "* he has cured ihe painln 
my heart.' " ''" ' '"" 

' Doctor!' exclaimed the F^nk; ^Ti'e is 
ho doctor — he is my uncle !^ ' ' 

• Well,' said I, ' and suppose he m'/'he 
may be a doctor, and your uncle '(oo;''fliere 
is no harm in that, is therel " ''"' 

' But he is one of the omrahs, a lord, 
k's 
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and a mad of the sword ; he nerer made 
up a dhig in his Hfe.' 

' HoW t^dtild we know that?' said the 
cook; ' how are we to distinguish between 
your lords and your doctors?' 

This jinzzled the mehmandar; for truly 
ev^ry body seemed to be on an equality in 
this atrange country. To judge of people 
by their dress here was impossible. Finery 
certainly was not the criterion; for if it 
were, then those who drove the coaches 
in the streets, and those who stood behind 
them, must be the nobility of the land, for 
they were the finest drest people we saw. 
We' found, when we came to draw infer- 
ences from all that met our eye, that our 
difficulties increased; and therefore, until 
our senses should have become more ex- 
panded, we thought the best plan for the 
present was to seat ourselves upon the hill 
of patience, and open the eyes of astonish- 
ment upon the prospect of novelty. 

In the meanwhile, accompanied by the 
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mehmaudar, I made a survey of the house 
that had been allotted to us by the English 
shah. It muAt have recaitly been taken 
by. ibrc^ fiom some native khan^ for we 
could scarcely suppose that any body 
would willingly hare surreDdered up the 
immense property, which we remarked 
that it contained, to strangers. The old 
ord high treasurer, who was obliged to 
give up his house to the last Frank em- 
bassy at Tehran, manned his matters 
better, for he took away all his magnificent 
carpets and mtmmuds, all his silken door- 
curtains, all bis China bowls and silver 
candlesticks, and substituted for them old 
woro-out articles, which answered the 
purpose just as well. But here there was 
no end to the magnificence displayed. 
Larger mirrors than any that had ever yet 
reached Persia were placed gainst the 
walla- Chandeliers equal to the shah's in 
his palace of Negahstan ; carpets, sofas, 
chairs, beds, every necessary of life in 
use among Franks, were seen, of all sizes 
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and denomioBtfons ; tkngs ' of iwliioh 'we 
couM .uot ditcewt.the'iBe, aOid .Ainga 
of wkich.'M^ien'WB^weveL'told lhe>uflsvBp- 
pearedi lUe^eMk u iPcr 'iastenoevtwedfonkl' 
cbairafiftidl fiMbiondf Boiae).l»'keftpirtxiei'« 
1^ up; aome.todct'.i^fim donai)t«paie')to' 
loll vritbij^e QghbitadB^udme withtfieFieA; 
otharsito4ilppoitths htadj ^om^dnMy ne^ 
wbobftYecQJftxiadiOMdfliofBittabglj&aBHiy, 
upoii«iuli(iBls,'a|)peared mivK*M'o(.mhi- 
neas, . , . .Thnni Aereii«a« Kinc Seb lofrbd)^ ' to 
dine ttpOD/jajJot^w eHt^>for:twritii9i>0tbeTe 
agaiii'fo'Ti«iJiing-uldiih»viiigU Bof where 
should il'Cadiiwerell Aoj^tjtemptidescniH 
tion^i.'Xbeaaakb difficulties unsted about 
the roOmCil TberctomiDi^biah the<servaDts 
bad eetaUisbedtlieiiiselvesiwaS'One'aplvo- 
priated foreatiog.- .To eat an^ when ^se 
is improper-r-*to .slecf: there would b» sa- 
crilege — to. nutke jibath of it jrctald create 
a rebellion. Then above thiB,w«e serend 
lai^ apartmentB, . with couchea placed iu 
various cornera, where the wholeofuB might 
have slept most conveniently ; but these we 
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wareilinJbnded wntt' thn'oVarnkt,' -dewatt 
klunuh, tobereitke-'iUaaters lebeiVBd Hhw' 
Yiftitom^ ' Od« tilidgmaB noBtiodrtaid:' 'Tbey' 
haTwAofVufenacni/tno ve^arate '^irrtbiQiiM 
for<i«h«iBi*imeiiu'>r, Msn>>diMt '^tnediwh' 
live^togcthtrfb man's rboda-jmc^ bt'^nesct' 
to a'knmikiiBi aiid>«edir£<lillt9i uMbttbtMrtl 
it. ' <IibnHhio|^cbiddgaloti'iQ<(hisititttaiA' 
it iniatatiHiiaftt4)i>ud'taidise(ni9P;'>fflBditUe 
amtnfiaadovwwat Boiite'lqBs.ti knott Hth wiff 
to defitett'theiCwaaBUHn^iiidtiliiA^ fouitd V 
very 'good . Bpartment; m^iSmCe. iffdpn iM' 
rest^iwkere shenn^btlivQiuabecn/wiilim)'' 
able to laeejiiiappy in tbefet^orftiKBt bH'bf^ 
owniflUsUiinB. - Tile''ilnh'enEd'eidf>C8u^e oi* 
tlieir--faees toitbergaze-'of'tndii bjnttreiiijlJ 
fidel women; was sdU-tO'tUtt'dsititovftihe 
greateat Burprise. OccaintiEdly'i^i re- 
mu'ked woioeB wearing a abrfofi apology 
for a veili fredn, black,' -br wtiteibut 
it was merely a' screen from wind, d\iBt; 
or snn ; but never was the impure eye of 
man ever taken into cooBtderation. How- 
ever, as upon this subject, as well as upoQ 
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the relative situatioa of the sexes in this 
infidel, Bwine-eating country, I shall have 
much to relate and mach to expose, I will 
restriot myself at present to say, that duiing 
the whole day, the day of our firpt arrival, 
we did nothing bat inspect the curiosities 
of oar reaideiice. Our constant' progress 
i'rom the top to the bottom, in which there 
were more steps than would take a man to 
the highest minar in Ispahan, at length so 
fatigued us, that we concluded, in order to 
encounter such fatigue weought to abandon 
our high-heeled green slippers, shod with 
iron, which slipped off frequently in the 
descent, and adopt the flat-soled show of 
the Flranks. Well did we recollect the 
ctHiveoiences of our own houses in Persia, 
when compared to the one we now inha- 
bited. There we scarcely ever had to 
mount a step; it was all even ground. 
On the same surface was the harem, with 
its fifty rooms, and its intricate passages; 
the vast dewan khamh, with its open front 
ready to catch the smallest breeze that 
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blew ; the broad court, planted with trees, 
ornamented hy flowers, and refi^shed by 
■plashing fountains. Here, on the e<wi- 
trary, every thing was upside down. If 
We wanted to cook our meat, we descended 
to the bowels of the earth; if it were ne- 
cesaaiy to eat it, we went to its surface. 
If to sit and rest, we were perched midway; 
and iftosleep, we clambered into thecham- 
bers of the air. Mohamad Beg, the Loc- 
man of our party, who was constantly eur 
deavouring to acquire good reasonsforwhat 
we saw, was of opinion, that England being 
an island, it was necessary to save ground; 
for if all her houses, as in Persia, were 
spread over the surface of her territory, she 
would form one vast city, and no room 
would be left for agriculture. But Persia 
being a country the limits of which were 
unknown, it signified little how much of 
her surface was covered by buildings; there 
would always be plenty to spare. And 
this remark, he ai^ued, was confirmed by 
the well known circumstance, that every 
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maa in Persia thought it incumbent upon 
him to build a new house for himself, and 
leare the hoase oftl|n<f9th|Br to fall into 
ruin; whereas in England the son came 
into possession of bis father's house, and 
felt himself bound to keep it in repair ; as 
naturally as in Persia the son becomes the 
owner of hw ftttherisfttp'tbat; fltid'the 
daughtei< of her caother's state itrowafers, 
feeling thbi^tielTes 'bouind' to cherish and 
preserre tbem.' ' ■ 
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'CBAPTEftXlX.' 



noittt differenlfrom Fernom.— : J^ Engluk yi^er 
vuiU the ambatwador. 

AV«,{)a8««dtbe.firat night v«iy ill. -.Each 
of n&ltafi a. bed, the, «urtaiiiB of .wbieli were 
BO pretty that we longed to cut them .up for 
alcoloks *, or to bind them round our waist ; 
but we were unaccustomed to their heavy 
coverings, and found, after we had been a 
short time under them, that our coat and 
trowsers became disagreeably oppressive. 
We all agreed that certain white pieces of 
loose linen, which accompanied each bed, 
would mahe excellent shirts; andTaki,the 
ferasb, who had only one, determined im- 
mediately to improve his stock. The whole 
household was on the stir long before the 
Franks thought of moving ; but Mohamed 
B^ was much puzzled about the true hour 
* Thenadaveftiiuasllymadeof flowered diinu. 
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for saying bis morning prayer, for we 
heard do muezzim to annouoce it from the 
mosques; and besides, the nights vera 
BO much longer than any we had been ao- 
cnstomed to, ibat we bad alnioat settled 
amongst ourselves that the sun never rose 
in this ill-conditioned city. Wehadwalked 
about the house tor several hours almost in 
total darkness, and were tK dei^rwadting 
fw the dawn, when at length we heard 
Doites in the street, indicating that the in- 
babitants were awake. During the whole 
night at intervals we had watched the cries 
of what were evidently guards of the night, 
1^0, like, the keshekckis on the walls of the 
jirA*t announce that all is right; but those 
we DOW heard were quitediffarent. At Arst 
we thought they might be miwzztns ap- 
pointed to cry out the Frangi azan, the in- 
vitation to the inhabitants to uise and pray; 
and indeed, looking at them through the 
twilight, we were confirmed in our idea, for 

. * The kjng of Perais's palace ii bo called. 
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tbey were dressed in black, as all the En- 
gUsh men of Qod are ; but we were evi- 
dently Boistaken, becaose, Although they 
uttered their ciy in a variety of loud afarill 
tones, yet still no one seemed to rise * mo- 
ment the sooner, or to hare the leist idea of 
I^aying on their account. And still vc 
.were uncertain, for when the day had oom- 
pletely broken, Mohamed Beg «anie run- 
nii^ in in great joy, ezcUiming, ' MutgzinI 
muezzin!' and pointing to the top of on* 
of the minars which are seen on all the 
houses, we there saw one of these street 
cleigymeii, crying out hie profession of 
faith with all his might. 

Ah the day advanced, stnuige noises, 
audi as we never hear in our cities, be> 
came audible. Among others we distin* 
guished a bell, whose sound, similar to 
that sometimes beard from tiie churches 
of the Armenians at Julfa and Etohmiasua, 
made us again suppose that this might be 
the true mode of calling the Franks to their 
devotions; but it appeared to be the sig- 
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nal for a general 'ckElnitag of hondes^-utd 
house deoiBv ifhls epem^oc «d*the.>nii- 
nesi' of voibsn; tmi tre iiategiudil tfaatfit 
nuuthnre-flanietU^ to^do with their re- 
igioHijfoiiKtbey pecfiitkaed'^it'as an aet of 
peoBnoeoHi thek kndcs.> .Aadvn'foaAd 
too that eitf dam bvunfnncuadergaiDgthe 
sftme caraaobji; for^'to ouriAoni^nent, 
we ditooKcrad tlut 'vnomeii, fKnridad'no 
doubt hjr^ithe gonramsiit 'for on use; had 
slept ondef tjie awneTOof nrith ub, and w«re 
doing that^M'hiohi'WiithbbusiQesB: of our 
/4srashet,iOK &tt^9trefTea^aes. ■ ■• ■ 

The ambasBsdior having. been refreabed 
by tKehfllp^ofhiHrbaibcr; arose in hettai 
humour, find'aiiQoiHicedil^ us tbailM had 
had a dream, mhioh- having beea-adnwn- 
tageously intcrprated hy. Mohamad Beg, 
his spiritBiWarermouDd up> and he damured 
no moFegnef. 'He bad seen Jiaaa Sheffi 
with his feet in the air, hU back on a 
carpet, and four ferashes flourishing their 
sticks over him, whilst the Asylum of the 
Uoiverse was eating a pillau of gold in- 
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Stead ofncej- '^^> thk -vIm bo< sure an in- 
dteaAoififlf tbe>^edy dMruotuMi! of Itts 
enOB^ ^afti^hxd Aew n(dfamg left- to 
wnbfor: -'Hisgbad Immuwasmetesud 
by the arrival of a'Fcvnk of eonsequence, 
wiwnWas'ahiiAuoced 'td bim as'tbetaeb- 
mxaiu uppciMtftd' ta 'attend hiiBj dUring 
hiswtal^ in i&:igland; by tha Englisb shell, 
and wbota&ed our ImgudgO'witbsomuch 
facility aiid piuity, that every fehm^Boemed 
now txt promise fair for nuking pn^resa in 
Uie object of our mission. He not only 
spoke Persian, but hewrote it witli as mucb 
elegance as one of our best momishis; he 
had read all our best authors; had Hafiz 
and Saadi at hia fingers' ends ; and, to say 
the truth, we soon found out that the am- 
bassador would have been happy had he 
not been quite so learned, since he was 
ererynow addthen oUigcd toohew th« cud 
of shame, and swallow the bitter draught 
of ignorances . . 

The mebmandar announced to the am- 
bassador, that it was the intention of the 
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king of England's viaier f<» foreign affairs 
to call upon him on that day; aodthatthe 
vizier atem, or the prime tmaiBter, would 
visit him on the next. This surprised w 
exceedingly. ' What !' said we, ' is all the 
visiting to be settled without one sin^e 
quarrel 1 These Franks must have a poor 
idea of their own dignity, of what is due to 
their sbab, i/ they concede at once that 
which generally fonna one of the principal 
questions of our negotiations. When the 
last English embassy reached Tehran, a 
good month elapsed ere it was settled who 
should take the first etep from off his mnn- 
mud, the Frank or the Ir&ni; and it was 
only aJier a laborious compromise that they 
at last met at a third person's on neutral 
groond. Here viziers drop into our mouths 
without onr scarcely giving ourselves Utie 
trouble to open them.' After all, we con- 
cluded, we were Persians, and that was 
saying every thing. Who caa deny a Per- 
sian's precedence? 
The vizier came at the appointed time. 
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He was attended by tmly two persons, vJio 
freely sat before him without asking his 
leare. ' Whata diflference,' said we, ' be- 
tween one of onr shah's viziers and this 



' Bah! bah} bah!' said I, ' a vizier is 
somebody in our blessed Posia! See him, 
when he leaves the gate of his house, sur- 
rounded by a hundred servants and de- 
pendants; some watching the least tvra 
of hia head to catch a glimpse of his eye; 
others running at the side of his stirrup 
in officious baste to kiss his knee ; others, 
again, claiming ^e protection of bis skirt 
to present a petition. Then if a poor 
wretch happens to obstmct the road as he 
is about to pass, how lustily the ferashes 
beat him! how his camels are hustled 
away, or his mules, packs, and all, thrust 
into the kennel !*' Hitherto we bad seen 
nothing in the men of office in England 
which could make their places at all de- 
sirable; and what was our astonishment 
^en we were told that the individual 
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who now visited the ambasBador was no 
less a p^isonage than the Tanquisher of 
the famous Tippoo Suhanii, the captor of 
the splendid city of Seringapatam ; one 
whose power had been greater than that 
of all the M(^ul chiefs put together ; one 
who could make the sun rise by a twinkle 
of his eye, and annihilate the moon by a 
shake of bis head. And here he was, 
with white dust on his head, seated on a 
chair instead of a throne, paying a first 
visit to one less than one of our shah's 
shoe-bearers, when he himself had bad 
shahs and nawabs waiting to kiss the dust 
of his feet. ' Stnioge vicissitude!' ex- 
claimed Mohamed Beg; ' this it is which 
Saadi meant, when he said, that the life of 
man is like the traveller in the monntains 
of K&f. If at the Bummit, he receives the 
rays of light before any other mortal; if 
haif way down, he is purtly obscured ; if at 
the bottom of the valley, all the world look 
down upon him.' It was evident Irom 
the dignified expression of his eye, which 
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causeid, us ^Yer.M^F to.caJlliitQ the ' eye 
of tlie,fijate',*„a^d^rpm,^h5 easy flow of his 
langusge, 4)(ft ht^^jffifi ^nflt.^t^lj a sop ot 

wordB%^UtjPp,Yb?W^^f!'^.''J?S^''™»' 
on^ip^^9t,.^^|l9,jjn^pC*tQ<)d,thediaerence 
botwe^ifiHi^^ aq4 piipj^f^ whqjher J»^,g<h- 
vemfid Pitir^jfi,^ g^-,Hifl(i(v>e. ■ . , ,. 

The jfffl t y tij ^flq^.e^presBed his d^sir^ tf> 
the,^gli^,,yi^ec to ^e imine|diftte)y ad- 
mitjted tft tlje pfeppijf^ of the ahah of Eng- 
land, jn.ittTdei* to ,^ja^^t>tb^ ^9tt^ and 
the .presents (Hiithpwb^J»,hp W8| phafged; 
and, nAt^^ .t9^J?)pijt]iat thg. kiilg. of ^ings 
had ,ordere,d( biin„mu»o pwn of losing, his 
head, to Eeoeivejiis aodience in less t^an 
three days, after hi&^ffiv^. . ;,■ , 

The sizipr as^oj;^ th$i w^^ador that 
every thing, ftiould, be dAnf:<;to me^t his 
wishes,. as &I as..wa0.,<;onsi8t^Qti wi^b^he 
custoins «f England j but tbit aa the kii^g. 
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. his master, was only to be seen at stated 
times, be was fearful that some little delay 
must arise before the audience could take 
place. 

Mirza Firotiz seemed surprised at tbie, 
and explained, that tbe sbah of Persia 
made bimself daily visible to bis subjects; 
that before the noon-day prayer the selam 
took place, when bis majesty being seated 
on his throne, the great officers of tbe 
court stood before him, as well as all others 
whose duty led them to seek the royal pre- 
sence ; and that an ambassador might have 
an audience on the very day of his arrival 
if he chose it, provided the stars uid tbe 
astrologers were propitious. 

The English vizier then said, he was 
afraid that he must apologise for tbe in- 
civility of the English stars, since they 
would ueceBsarily oppose themselves to 
the ambassador's wishes on this occasion, 
and keep him longer from the presence of 
the king than was agreeable to him« but 
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that as soon as possible he should have his 
audience. 

This intelligence threw dismay into the 
ambassador's heart; apd as soon as the 
vizier had taken his leave, he broke out 
into the following exclamations : ' Wahi! 
uxiAt.' what misfortune has fallen upon my 
bead ! If this is to be the case, my soul is 
at an end ; I shall be di^raced before men, 
and my wife and child will be sold to the 
Turcomans ! , That old flint-hearted Mirza 
Sheffi will then have got me into his pos- 
session; he will defile my father's grave, 
and prevail against my mother.' Then ad- 
dressing himself to us, he continued : ' Ay, 
Batchah! say, children, what shall we do? 
where shall we go? Our feces will be 
black! Our king is a despotic king'; and- 
he takes no more account of men's heads 
than a mule does of the thistles it devours.' 
I ventured to allay his apprehension by say- 
ing, ' The truth is, O Mirza, that you say 
right, and you do nothing without calcu- 
lation; but by the soul of your child, are 
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we not PereianB and MusBulmans? and if 
we are fallen into the bands of an ignorant 
and unclean generation, whose fault is it, 
if it be not that of our destiny ? The chief 
of our nation is a despotic king, there is 
no doubt of that ; but powerful as he is, 
can he prevail against that which is written 
in the hook of fate?' 

' The Hajji says right,' exclaimed Mo- 
hamed Beg. ' Takdeer, destiny, after all, is 
what we must all look to ; we Qftt, we drink, 
we sleep, we arrive, we depart, not an action 
of our lives but is predestined ; and if it he 
ordained, O elchi, that you cannot see the 
king of the Franks before a certain day, 
what can yoa, one of Qod's creatures, do 
to the contrary?' 

' And if it be my destiny to lose my 
head,' exclaimed the ambassador, ' what 
then?* 

' Why, then, off it goes,' answered Mo- 
hamed B^ very quietly, ' and may mercy 
await you !' 

' Mashttllah! praise he to God !' said the 
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ambaesador; ' I am your bumble servant. 
If I know then that my bead is to be cut 
off, shall I Qot try to keep it on my shoul- 
ders? Go to, go to, Mr. Astrologer; 
learn better doctriae; or, by the shah's 
beard, you shall find that your heels are 
predestined to take up the position of your 
head.' 

Seeing him in this untoward humour, we 
left him ; and we were happy to hear him 
order his kqlioun, which we knew always 
operated as a sedative, whenever the fire 
of fetation had been kindled in the fur- 
nace of his heart. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

The ambatiador ii visited by the Engliih prime 
minitter. — Hc^jji Baix^i reTnarki upoft men m 

The visit of the minister for foreign 
affairs had been so abrupt and unexpected, 
that we had not had time to prepare re- 
freshments suited to the dignity of his 
character; an attention which is never 
failing in our own country, however differ- 
ent it may be among the Franks. He had 
only been treated to the common ceremony 
of sweet and bitter coffee, with intervening 
smoke; and as we were come on a friendly 
mission, the sweet coffee, emblem of the 
good feeling which prevails between the 
two countries, was served first; whilst 
the hitter, being reserved for the emblem 
of the disagreements which sometimes 
intervene between sovereigns, was pre- 
sented last. Whether the vizier under- 
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stood the delicacy of this procedure, we 
were at a loss to say; we rather thought 
that his propensities were neither peace- 
able nor warlike, since he scarcely tasted 
the sweet draught, and absolutely made 
wry faces at the bitter one. We were, 
however, better prepared for the visit of 
the prime minister; Hassan, the cook, was 
ordered to exercise all bis talent and to 
dress a breakfast, which would at once 
show his art, and give a specimen of our 
national luxuries. He prepared several 
sorts oipillaus. He so judiciously mixed 
sweets and acids, meats and vegetables, 
and poured over the whole such abundance 
of liquid butter, that the emblem of blend- 
ing the interests of the two countries, he 
aBsuredus,wa8perfect. Then nothing could 
be more delicate than our sherbets, and the 
sweetmeats, particularly the gezenjibin*, 
thatluxurypeculiar to Persia, and of which, 
considering where our destinies were di- 
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recting as, we bad brought a large store. 
Several of our sherbet bowls had been 
broken on the jouraey, and Hashim was 
at a loss how to reimplace them, until, re- 
collecting that he had seen certain vases, 
some painted, others white, placed in 
different parts of the English houses, he 
took possession of three of the haudsomest, 
and served up the sherbets in them. The 
young mehmaudar, who happened to have 
inspected the conchas, or trays, as they 
stood prepared for the breakfast, at the 
tight of these vases burst into indiscreet 
laagbtei, of which none of us could under- 
stand the meaning, until explaining the use 
to which they were generally applied, we 
were obliged to hide the face of shame under 
the veil of ignorance; and rendered thanks 
to Allah, that we had so providentially 
escaped the (juicksaods of pollution. 

The prime vizier came, unattended by 
any suite. We remaiked that there was 
a difference between the dress of the 
viziers and tliat of other men; the pecu- 
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liarities of which we concluded pertained 
to their ofBce. For inatance, black silk 
bags huag at the back of their necks; 
and as they were Bomething similar to the 
satin and brocade b^s in which the letters 
of our kings and princes are sent, we con- 
ceived this might indicate officers of de- 
spatch ; but then, on the other band, they 
wore a long thin weapon by their side, 
which might, for ought we knew, mean a 
sword, and thus indicate a lord of the scimi- 
tar, but that it looked more like one of our 
campaigning spits, upon which we make a 
hasty kabob ; and thus they might be taken 
for the shah's head cooks. Upon inquiry 
of the younger mehmandar, he told us that 
this was the dress of ceremony common 
to Franks, and was the same which they 
wore when they appeared before their 
kings, and was now put on in honour of 
the ambassador. 

The prime vizier was a dervish in ap- 
pearance, BO mild, so kind, that we mar- 
velled how the affairs of this great coun- 
l6 
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try could be directed by bim, when we 
considered how much vigour and blood- 
shed must be necessary to keep a large 
populace in order. Our shahs, who gene- 
rally act as their own first minister, are 
the great instiumenta of government in 
our land ; but in Turkey, every new grand 
vizier, in order to establish his reputation 
for decision, and to create a wholesome fear, 
generally finds it necessary to begin his 
career by spilling human blood. He either 
decapitates a Christian merchant who is 
too rich, strangles a Janissary, or hangs a 
Jew. Now it was plain from all the En- 
glish vizier told us, that he had never cut 
off a thiePs hand, nor even nailed a baker's 
ear to his own sht^i-door. 

A very handsome breakfast was served 
up to him, but which, strange to say, did 
not seem to his taste. The ambassa- 
dor helped him to the choicest bits with 
his own fingers; be even put his hand 
into the same mess of rice with bim, aud 
gave him his own spoon to drink sher- 
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bet with; but be could not be prerailed 
upOD to make the most of the good things 
before him. We tried him with Bome 
gezeigibin, which be scrupulously exa- 
mined; bnt when Haahim, the footman; 
had dexterously broken it with his hands, 
and blown the dust from it with his mouth, 
he did not seem incliaed to carry his 
curioaity further. ' Surely/ said we, ' this 
infidel camiot afiect to think us impure, 
that he does not choose to taste our food ; 
he who will not scruple to eat swine's flesh, 
and to drink of the forbidden wine'? and 
this, too, when our ambassador has laid 
by his own scruples, has shut his ears to 
the commands of our holy Prophet, and 
has treated the Frank as if he were a true 
believer.' We found that we had still much 
to learn concerning this extraordinary 
people. 

The ambassador was' visited in succes- 
aion by several other viziers, each of whom 
held separate departments in the state. 
There was one whose utility we could 
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not in the least comprehend. He was 
called the jungle vizier; and we were told 
that hiB sole occupation was to keep an 
account of the woods and forests in the 
kingdom. We concluded that it was 
throwing away money to pay an officer 
for looking after that which, in Pwsia, 
was esteemed an incumbrance, and which, 
instead of attaching any value to it, we 
lotted upon as spoiling the face of the 
country. Strange indeed would it appear 
to the king of kings were we to inform 
him that what is only fit for firewood in . 
Persia, is here esteemed worthy the super- 
intendence of a minister of state. There 
would be no end to the expenses of govern- 
ment, we t^Longht, if so high an office was 
to be estabUshed for every one of God's 
gifts to man; at thatrate, we might as weU 
create a vizier for our Persian deserts, and 
make bim keep a register of the millions 
of useless and uncultivable parasangs of 
sand which are spread over our country, or 
he might pass his time in counting the 
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trees of the forests of Qhilaa and Ma- 
zanderan, and tell the shah how many 
wolves, and bears, and lions belonged to 
him. Upon making these remarks to the 
mehmandar, he opened our understand- 
ings, by explaining what must neces- 
sarily be the value of timber in England ; 
as necessary to her existence as a race 
of good horses and sharp swords are to 
Iran. And, indeed, we were soon brought 
to agree with him when the ambassador 
received the visit of the ship vizier, whose 
department was one of such vast import- 
ance that he was obliged to have re- 
course to the help of several deputies, who 
work under his guidance. Having our- 
selves sailed in two ships of war, besides 
seeing many more, we could well under- 
stand their importance; for we conceived 
that to manage even one would require all 
the wisdom and experience of a statesman ; 
how much more then to manage above a 
thousand, which we were told the shah of 



:sdi.,Google 



230 THE ADVBNTDIIKS OF [CHAP, X3C, 

England possessed. The Turks must look 
upon the difficulty of such a departmeut 
in the same light as the Ei^lish, because 
they frequently appoint yiziers, aud even 
muftis, to command theirships. Id Persia, 
although the sea washes Bushire and Or- 
muz on one side, and Asterabad and Resht 
on the other, we scarcely know what a ship 
means; and when, please God 1 we should 
return to our own country, the stones that 
we should relate of our voyages would be 
set down as tales fit only for the Thousand 
and One Nights. 

Many visitors came. Who and what 
they were it was impossible for us to de- 
termine. They were described to us as 
men in office; some attached to the shah's 
court; some with, others without profes- 
sions. Our greatest difficulty in receiving 
their visits was to ascertain who were per- 
sons of consequence, and who were not 
We trusted that in time we should be able 
to make the proper distinctions; but at 
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present they almost looked like one and 
the same person. Their dresses were made 
upon one model; they all shaved alike; 
they all sat in the same place* ; and they 
almost all made the same compliments, and 
the same remarks. One person visited the 
ambassador, who interested us very much, 
because we recollected of what great con- 
sequence his compeer was at the court of 
our shah; this was the master of ceremo- 
nies. But oh ! what a difference between 
the two individuals. The hkcagam, the 
shah's master of ceremonies, in personal 
appearance has few equals in the world. 
He is a kajar. one of the king's own tribe, 
who are famous for the magnificence of 
their beards, and he is blessed with one 
which surpasses that of his royal master. 
His dress and manners are unrivalled ; his 
language is the same; and his knowledge 

* The rank of a peraon in Pereia is very much 
known by the Kftt be take* on the giile carpet. 
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in the niceties of cAum wa hum* is greater 
than that of aixy man of the court. He is 
altogether a fine specimen of a eon oflran. 
But the person who appeared before the 
ambassador as the king of England's mas- 
ter of ceremonies was an old, fat, and 
superannuated khan, who tottered so much 
upon a pur of swoln legs, that we na- 
turally asked whether he had not been re- 
ceiving the bastinado upon them. He 
made many apologies for not baring called 
before. We asked him why did he come 
at all? But at the same time the am- 
bassador, eager for the moment of his 
audience, and expecting some message to 
that effect, pressed him to say when we 
might prepare ourselves. To our delight 
and satisfaction be informed the acuhas- 
sador that the king, who generally resides 
in a castle in the country, would be at hia 
palace in the city in three days, and that 

■ Flattery and compliments— hnmbng. 
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there be would receive the embassy. Our 
joy knew no bounds. ' Alkatn du lillah! 
praises to God!' resouoded from our lips; 
and we loaded the old limping khan with 
more caresses, and made him more fine 
speeches and professions than if he had 
been the king of England in person. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

IV amhauador preparet for hu audience of the 
^"g of England. — An intervening difficulty 

Although the intelligence we had re- 
ceived from the old master of ceremODies 
had not been announced in form to the 
ambassador, yet from that moment we be- 
gan to make preparations for his audience 
of the English shah. The presents were 
unpacked, and a list made of them. The 
letter of credence from the king of kings 
was inspected; and the ambassador began 
to discuss the clothes which he was to 
wear on the occasion. We also made in- 
quiries upon the best mode of presenting 
the horses. They had arrived in safety, 
Btnmge and wonderful to relate; for who 
ever thought, upon our leaving Persia, 
that they were to abandon the land and 
the green sward for which, by nature, they 



:sji., Google 



COAF. XXI.3 HAJjr BABA. 235 

were iateoded to travel for months on the 
aeas. The ambassador vns determiued to 
present MAncart, the Pearl, as a hor^e 
which had been honoured by the riding 
of the Asylum of the Universe himself, 
and was, therefore, anxious to exhibit him 
to the infidels with ail the pomp and cir- 
cumstance attending a royal horse. He 
inquired of the mehmandar whether, after 
the mamier of our ancient horses, his belly, 
tegs, and breast, could not receive the 
golden tinge of the khetma ; but he was dis- 
appointed to find that the application of 
this dye, so omameotal both to man and 
beast, had not yet reached these obscure 
regions; and, therefore, that some other 
plan must be pursued. The mehmandar 
promised to exert his ingenuity and that 
of his own country artists, and we trusted 
that when the day came every thing would 
be done worthy of the dignity of our shah, 
and of our country. , 

The mehmandar, to our great joy, con- 
firmed to us what the master of ceremonies 
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had announced. The shah of England 
would receive the embassy ere a week had 
elapsed; and when Mohamed Beg com- 
pared the day to a corresponding one in 
oar calendar, we were rejoiced to find that 
it fell precisely after the most unfortunate 
ofoardayB,naniely, 'misery Wednesday*.' 

Mirza Firouz then made, inquiries as to 
the manner in which this ceremony was to 
be performed; to which the mehmandar 
answered that he would be received with 
the same honours as ambassadors from 
other powers. 

' And how is that?' said the Mirza. 

' The king,' said the mehmandar, ' will 
receive you in his apartments. You will 
proceed in your o&rriage to the palace. 
You will be met by the master of cere- 
monies, and presented by the vizier for 

■ The Per^us hold all WedDeada;s tu imfor- 
tunate. Thelast Wednesday of the monih of Sefer 
is the da; upon nbich they expect the last tnuop 
wilt lonndat thedayof judgment, and that impli- 
cate* all other Wednesdaya. 
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foreign affairs; and then you will delirer 
yonr credentials,' 

' And so, by my beard,' exclaimed the 
elchi, ' you expect that I shall be satisfied 
with this reception?' 

' And why not?' said the other. ' This 
is the way other ambassadors are received, 
and what woujd you have more?' 

' What do I know of other ambassa* 
donl?* remarked the shah's representative 
fiercely. ' There are kings of various de- 
nominations in the world, and such are 
their representatives. I only know whom 
I am to represent. My sovereign sits 
upon the most ancient throne in the world. 
If you waut to know who were our ances- 
tors, I will trace them back to you from 
the time of Noah. After all the Peishda- 
dians were of some account. And when 
you come to compare your Frank kings, 
whose names have never even reached Per- 
sia, to our ancient sovereigns, it is plain 
that you are not many steps from the spot 
where people devour their own folly.' 
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' What words are these?' exclaimed the 
mebmandar. ' Do you wish to change 
the manners of our country? If your shah 
chooses to wear a beard, it is no reason 
that our shah should. Every nation has 
itn own customs.' 

' When your ambassador in Persia,' 
said Mirza Firouz, ' reached the Imperial 
Gate of Tehran, was he received in the 
manner that I have been here? No. The 
king's amou* was sent to welcome his ar- 
rival before he even entered the city. And 
when he proceeded to his audience, the 
streets were lined with troops, salutes were 
fired, sugar was thrown under hie horse's 
feet; drums, trumpets, and cymbals, re- 
sounded throughout the city; the bazars 
were dressed ; the populace were ordered to 
pay him every respect. He was clothed 
with robes of honour, and he was allowed to 



* Amou, or uncle, ii an epitbet often given to fa- 
uiites or playmatee, and is here tued in that 
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stand in the same room in which the king 
of kings himself reposed. And, by the 
beard of the Prophet, I swear that if I 
am not treated in the same manner, I 
will proceed as a private individual to the 
palace, I will ask to see the king, I will 
place my shah's letter into his bands, and, 
having said my khoda kt^z skitma, ' May 
God take you into bis holy protection,' 
I will straightway leave the country, and 
return whence I came.' 

' That may be very well to say, as fiir 
as you are concerned,' said the mehmandar, 
' but my sovereign is somebody also, and 
is likely to be consulted on this ques- 
tion. Suppose he were not to agree to 
your visit?' 

We saw the storm was impending, and 
that the mehmandar's words might as 
M^ell have remuned at the bottom of his 
throat. The ambassador's face was thrown 
upsidedown; the hairs ofhis beard became 
distended; and he oozed at every pore. 

' In short, then,' said the ambassador. 
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of dftnl^dtlb 1j9i1ui.i[ .ted eiil fhiw limtl 

ittHw a4»itflMt|iri^ Irf imiMbtiJ ai fe w totWfij; 
to himself about < dam, or dtHW0^,^«(liAlJ 

l(ptlli«(t t0hlMb«aj«iHltite«mfliltbAv)»<4U 

ril 'tits .a^c«tt«yf '''' t %to >tMf ot7iti«t's[lt>dft1« 
way ttirieati-*')^^)' «wfrUKriM4^<f6Ci udb 
yatisfl ■ IJ^io'Whitflif'he fitrii| outi«liritM 

e^ of^ftrftoiHBhdKAt, tuid Wtk Sh dtl«|flM 
ofttorU&uilidiiti' •■■I'l'iiVM] hem .aJotil'j 
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After thii the mehraandfcr corered hie 
hmd with his bat, looked at his watch, 
buttoned hi* ooal, pat cm hia gloTSs, took 
op hia stick, uid then uying to db^ ' May 
your ahadowB nerarbslMi.'hadeliberately 
Isft the houM. 

W«, who wwe acooBtmned to the am- 
bUBador'a manner, saw nothing extraordi- 
oary tnwbathadhappened. Hehad played 
hia part like an able negotiator; be had 
aatiafied oa that be wa« upholding the dig- 
nity of the Asyliim of the UnirefBe; he 
knew that hi* eooduot wookl work in hi* 
favoar at his own court; and hia enemy, 
MiTX«Sheffi,wonld not have gained astep 
uponhiDL He Bocmtetnmed tone, mightily 
aatisfied with himaelf, and was not a little 
delighted when we told him, that, in tratb, 
if the Franks wanted a lesBon in the datiea 
of an ambataador, they had only to come 
to him. ' They think,' said I, * beoanse 
Uiey hsTe lookitt^-glasses in their houses, 
which wehaye not; because they moke 
clocks, and penknires, and cloth, which 

TOL. I. M 
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to plfc)[jftt hidtt.>ttiidfH«^>i!iAiido«un IjfAb 

fagerBj' /ih.i.. iir_ ,.: ni-fn ■li'.iMqfi ?rr!T 
' -.J YM>l)3!eB,> «soUimedi(>UiliamM i&qgi, 
'.Godif»igk)Wt»itoftr bt3taJ(*i6U«fe)dNcki*» 

. ' AlWitbib .ftfi'jaUidaiiiM;«(i« ,<onUntxtK 
aiH} pfiatla^iBMfiQr. tJiaiAKinMfa^ to an>bil^ 
ing Ji» t»mi>timdia.'(ar bwih^.taieA. so 

iriiWur^lwti^iftaffiRdlinileitdcr BoiamiM 
day p w ae d iofo and 6tt6»i^wiM4«nB«i ap- 
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peari»gv we 'iMgttt «o't^ii&i (batiUi^ I^aafcfi 

aa^otktionii'wnd.lluA'iftbeydiotiM ha^ 
f>eii4o-tfjE6'SSr4)e<!b tind-h«<il»atid-timiBt 
tiH'oati«(4ibeitliiAgctottii ]llJr«vSh«ffi iixlgtit 
tifilik to aits ]ulig' pf koij^ that Ms ma- 
jesty's TepresentaAlve, fi» wahtwf proper 
jvdguisat^ had'beeA cUUied mth-A-haioiU 
only fit for UwgraiMlfaltaep of s««p(4it^ *-. 
This apprehension began visibly to noik 
upob Miiaa I'^Ux. He.iBqu)v^.&( 4very 
raomctvt wbeUwr the melOabttd^i^htklifd- 
tuniedj and, by mty'of c4BUKiJiiig ^kakM, 
he walked about the'hods&inquifiiigoCrivM^ 
one he saw, ' AiberaU.did'liot'I'Bay well'? 
In tFBth, myanswen were like antnrsJ A 
AtzHf^AauV, aPcpBiBnTedxhead, did n<o^chme 
alllhis v^tol)avefaiabe%rd4aughed&t!^' 
At langth, his impatUnce '««d »6iKiet|f 
get(aiig^e-beCter«f'4v«ry othcrin^^, 
hb scotinie to)tlis^nudktlintadftf's>hotts»tril^ 
ajt naiiig*>ia:iia|y'ftatdd, aBd^TBeaaige'F^ 

m2 
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4iri^aidiesb,infiida^!iq6BC[0^i)erai%|I it ito 
oaAiew^AaiTm&ai thrai^ib'dJnci'lix ailifatJe 
of sanity witif opi sai^ ^tAidiafcan^^snviit, 
mU '^aoBfeBed-wftpinadbediitfaiBiriwglKly. 

tD^taiBiinslitateeeflfnrrBiBCpfBBphil leblud 
just like one of us afler a'tpuMti^litfiA, 
taiai tl«ttH^bid{)Hppchd(iB>d,fts~iAitne' 
dlbta^aidnlMkttHtllasAl^aSHln'aWiMK 
jefidinifE^AnUBlUnJiamDJdi \bit:a oil ' 
uoyS^bBn^aie^ikedSibmiiKitUuDnBvitb 
iMiftaaEiiTain^aBffUieiraMdling *yiiif>on 
ddi^KtiHilenBulManBbmlpSfaftiBgtl^KJMad 
iao( theatiti^taAdiah btM^&iUbttiiea^jiU- 

Praise be to Godt3<!3Eiil&ave<^naiidiid««i! 

-SMG(Mutsib ib9lniiifaBBe'bieawlinoV£nia! 

xM^ite^ptyi aiidiivadld Ulitks ctaiHirAt 
have beramlaignfaiBtngaa uBoti^fAuKB^ 

..l'..ii> 3tij \,JAn-;'n '.-'.■.Ami ![.■![.,■ i-.-A. 

' TheeTeiiiDgme>t~tlwdionat''''"^'^' 
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■tbanesBReftiUtogi voae iqolftiw liinnri lo 
■XUBorthiBitbehadbBPiq^hawfaptt' Mof 
iptiT|nftirAfliih[p itirmrrnlTqMrin^im <A bxUe 
bnidel kdoamt^maTiiif BeaetetftlsiniaKl/ar 
.G>tl^^,t&Map'si-isriG stj'io asto o:ii\ ji^hj 

' He said,' retamedntilalinfit^jiriitHfit 
rthwvnouUdwm^ili&faaiUyatt^nail^ou 
iKKpublie yuteMCftartSEafihsaeiiilentyMf 

-<U!(^aeibldlliss,;lsBd dnblUD^jmsdJ yna 
'dH&^]fefo|b>tJUslia;^ii<e6n[«i£qd(>ih 

'/!i)fiSVoade«£aIi'a9Bdaitiledi theiaibbeaAti- 
' INot upon trtfles,' returned the meh- 
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sovyrejgi^ abtWA^r '-1-^^ -^ '.' '■■-■■'! 
' 'ThfciliWtJns of BrttopiHrei^Rifife eAtffi^' 

iriakfe'iiifttfert -of «*iq(*ttfe -AB&ifs^^t^t^, 

become wiser; w'eteflyyj)tttioil(jtfetten6» 

olP yotfr isfthg^ 'Pettf and, ■^W«d^ft4oWirig' M* 

iititAWR'MB'jyuifleaW/ ■■'' ■■' " ' '' 
Upon this the ambassador atti^t) fiH 
beard, pulled up his whiskers, and sat for 
some time in deep thought. He felt himself 
lowered in the estimation of the Franks, 
whilst at the same time he was aware that 
he could not act otherwise than he had 
done> At length he exclaimed, ' And so 
the English think that we are men from 

D.5,l:sdl.,GOOgle 



Tamerlane, a Nadir ^u^,{t(li, 4^ J^Or, 
WonggfcilifclBBgs." "Pt "W^'iSKiJi to 

WhtUlg:;«({,it8 l|)»(i,4jg»jtjfc' . ,a8|,,.™^,„> 

the raoiim.lhe at»)%;^ii,Slje,pifl!i#ffi!flSl 
^^MoWBbJB*- TO!);-<:r!fnn nrit ?irit iK!j7 

.■!>) tlie I'll/! ,i7-.;l-^lv; ?iri qir B'jIliJq |jT!;0<l 
iloflniifl Jia't 'jll .Jil-^:'i"iit ijiyl' rii amil yiiios 

;';lf.ci'-l yjit 1o (ici.t(.,(ii.'^o ur'J ill fcjigwo' 
riitlj fntiVtr, icv 9f! ;iiin] ■>tnfie odj j£ Jhliil/i 
Iml ad fij5rij iHiv/i'idJo JD/i Jon fcli/03 9(1 
OP buA ' ,bDciJ£lnz9 9il lij'orta! JA 9jioIj 

noil iism 91« ow ti-ilj Jitiill di'ihnS 'nD 
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h^Esb oilJ 'io modJ odl i6t 9ldinaoq si Ji en 
iivrold-lfu'l ^M[)p |J 'y^ j W^'S';&4t !>ldni989i ol 
to gviiBJiiaauiqsT Jnalboxa ns booJa sd ,9aoi 

lieMtettiA^ ihiT liioiiigMbiiDid.bia»ftffl^ 
littgtJi^iyiiiaBiHMig^withiowilfeuoMd 

thaaugcbuawiibt «cd«lL[M84A^TD9(fe^ii>iH 
bsmaadxe^ksVhsqlb^MtitrtltiobftbiMjr 

•Bd^faadttBaacenddatittilM bVum toiXed 
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sador dressed for the occauon ; and as far 
as it is possible for the thorn of the desert 
to resemble ^5pl5R^yt[9(^ full-blown 
rose, he stood an excellent representative of 

enjoyed in weariij^ ^li'^^'P^ of'liis 

nMrerfatMidfm^ to adm/t. aUTetuw,!lkMi 
^aiTOllId.t(kdUMivttie'<i»fl«dil^(frBAt^wdkt 

^»gp«fl6^fc«ti'tfU3»^a6tfli pTB dii aKBMnMiq 
•#4iititt9pWrbft»Bii^0&)« nkmmiiBmad* 
^MdMbGMtt ms^^adbod 'WaUk eabimm»A 
'JMMMdliHbhi^VtMiadiafQEpln^iilia 
uMTSlsiltwlyiine oitKteidniMclinaficprtifatut 
hQdi^idti«hni«4t8i]gBWiiu t«tn^{tn^auai 

fidel paint Marwari..n^t'lb«dab«ai')donB^ 
bssKa^ ^ib ftLmtebw litSiijvitsay^mUtfor 
m5 
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Jfehtbb^h,''ttttgll<!ytl'^-MrVai:rtA'{)i^f^^ 
Cii!i^M^'«^tteAlipbVi<tfa^<f^ba^ay^ok<tb iAi»$te 
ikmg^mia hstuffin^j sad' i:b0'«ai£0i^ 

Wa^*M^4a'tida^^4tUt't:Jng's^OWll p«tWM, 

the 'Biig1i&' 'dn&hfi ^Mbw '<^nwtf^'i1^tiitlti 
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be owned, thought I^tJffltp^rflcffWftgia^flTe 

bp..r«., spB(!#9en ■«{.t^^e^^■)J!^^bft^^p- 
paily, flfliiftpted-' aj^^^n,.^«ffpna5e^ftq9pr 

Injects rf/bitt^^fl«8i»t«es»a fiNw* W 
t^ p«ii8,0flti^«vier, Ji?»^ehltf*teH»*l*e 

ohjeotio^i^wByis ffii«ftd^fe^BfewB«*ft w^ 

I waited patiently until the ^^BMadOf 
t)»iii{fti44:PM8M oflk< i «Wmbbd&re[b9n» . i i 
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gtHi^hanaillraol aA .AsdH iJA rfaJU-^ in 
Ti9tlAUiU«j^okc <aiuIaH»tfi ^j^oii^te^iig 

' By my own BouH it IB in no m^BBPfel^B^P* 
-«tnkllii»Si^liriidi]atod^'ltf»erf^il^4g ao 

that a father would to his BOikilnitlHfe^it' 

his court, 'tis true, are widel;idiiSfeNbt,&§iSi 
oofai^darikdkiQiill ^Sftriuiitolfti^Bfritie in 

tone showed iiUibiiraadbhft^)^^^^ 
gaGntetttciiidlA bfiiAcldigDJtj^iiifljtwCown 

.tOskme^ MMitiirtB^fftiMfafatnobaaadg 
befor^ this Itipg in fiill securitTi whereas 

own ihahii .,,.T!bftT nnnafionna nf P prainn a 

I do believe, has been placed in the nape (^ 
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(ttw.uw] to Qujoreseu sin 80S 

i»Jt(K«tlA(tftMh l^tomw^ iUitbsipnifVBil* 
of Fatt«h All Shah. As focHliBifiii^iKbs 

^(ft^}<IAWi/"> o^ "' ^i J' -'koh nwoym ^il 
oe gPw^dMrtll'iitoddiMhdtjjhaimftilBriiv 
4ltW)Mlb4(lwts»l^tU blj'tiriikail toitavds 

iltVMrtintaDOB aid ol bloow tsiIib') £ jeilj 

fa«6lidH^«ilUd4ia«wMii<Be«mntinktidU 
¥eiBttl«iiltf]ril9riafjMr ikdrifa Lswoila snoi 

' For when we HaAitmlfeddtBB 'rUi^ 

«£979riw ,Vjni/383 Jlui III SQtJ girfjfliolsO. 
* By Jusnng puce, or&i«ii^iaiiiniittAerOTal 



^'iSr^^ii^'th? tt^aio^jt mm 

?tB&\^7tt'^ in win 1 1^ "■'""' t»riiT .. litLuia^iTri' 
cEinvifCBf auUDTuinf^ UramcT DtaWlu cCll|ucn&' 
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SM THE AHwunMis OF fiutAr.«imi. 
Qor. did.veijftcjbuiiri3d|}«n(iBivtbri^ft'jf6 be 

tacnftces.' ,,- ;..,i n„:,I UUnnl^ 'auUli;\ ■<>, 

' How ym iAmVnseA^.lv.3'' >^Mi tii#i« 
Da tlirtelitMlDbddunbd/iArpflefORli^pot 

' What do 7<la Myi^^iWclMncd ItbfilSBiJ 
badsBdoTi ' I tteiKl U QNAi tbftJutiSillSiJl 
stand to you. I put the shah's letSs]i|Vtfl 
biariotnt bauds: ItM.]usgt,b^i)8^iflt>od. 
Ww »U«eenied:tQ bo of one«ft(^^.iii(3*ilig 
Itbfimlthe>ki4g.,ia ttdsKKHU^igr a4,A^'$ 
play, compBjed to what it,iH,iii,Fe>;PJW-^iAw 
n«fttii«[f BSoa lihaftkh, &or thef^iinUwd^i&g 
ikkkf/Mt tM4M«b)FLme^f ap ^xefmtjpaer 
ifrfH^bitsd; aafi-I:4ore9lly.belwr«il^t.if 
anqfODflirof UB hftdftevaR iMBtti^ M ^ 
be^Q^iaii^^Bfgifjitbflf^ w4V)d b^^hefo: 
aMii»badyrbtbaadtPHffir*i^M««}»g90dm^ 
it.do-yioU.Ifi'- ..'".. •..-, .,. .. .i,.i,, I v(li ■■ 

' This is strange,' said I. ' King^iluyA; 
bBtaitDnjii p]««« oe jttiiit tliifi<»)wH«ytt 

1 11. . I,' CHI: 1 .i'JiiV/ .-.ill-Kll'.l 1 ;i iji 
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"I' iVe»;?^«dtiiina#iStiuvlft«i<f«ro&>|r< mod 
we ferashea ahoold have nothing tO'jdbifiH 

the iiiehmaiidar^t(ddilai8ii0ad*,' i^a^iif ul 
Bug1aiidb;3ffiiall)ia:aect4fcs<kvDg^'alid^ore 
dt'^&ijiitMltfd^tfctttiiifl^i'Mrtiilble ta^beAtai 

OJribfi*j''^i^ni*/' ri.'lz-oi ii'ii..i.iiiu--,/j^l.i 

■liil^TU^tfiJtiV iKk^to-j'MrhdiMSv 
dtitf let ii#'tl«tfir aomtm' o§ yowaafrV 
lAHgiiage.' !W«0 md'thek-^lBflli/^AME 
he to McAi^Mff'Beg:, ''i^ba>dld4i^'bdtf«0' 
walk before me as we proceedddiuep'tiitr 

of the eeremoniea. ' When I stepped out 



* The,^nifAej in Fen^ beat offenders or 
of tbe feet. 
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^ffiC THE AMSKHlVnttOF IfjUB TOMi- 

&iH»t#i>itihaMW9b6 Jig plinkep6th£ i£sB^ 
the vibration of his elbow proceecMi^npaE' 

i^i^'io-gh baiaiftnj ^niad Jootf^ a^w rioidw 

i)gHiiAatmasBuhito'tdkeimkag3tiiSf>jtti(t> 
tUkilw tii(AItettam brfreatsta^i^rabedt cM^a 
abt««^uofl sdJ 1o iooi> ")3iJo adJ lot abBm 

dnotoite aifJDpdiilia VUiqA'sasSnntdtnf 
tlwai^ai&BtB^-Mlln^Bnil tiwauwhittit 
l«iigtleA>9U«i»afDi^])Hlj<tlkafeitbaLUibfa«£ ' 
aadfXsUMn^dSii^Hmeii'&i^S'olm hialBiaaa 
tacadeU^IidoceiftiiaeDDtetiaa. hJHceAi^Htr 

ullraklu^ ari Violet) diaputdi t^tkni^t^i 
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COO'. XESi^ i-i^iMJlPitJaiA^- --i' aSfi 

gtenfltlailt0 6l[i^grMi'|)U«aMkliticB('«lU^ . 
ajdasdtMeut cAate of thingairas trle>oon>- 



^iThv'kmbasBBxlor finding that taror^sni 
f{^i(i9fsii% the ^Mfttite wera'diir^«idedii 
te'wdeMd bc(thl'th« di^)«tii«tii toiriRtiiny 
blvwB:oB the month with -*t^ldH»>4^^l 
which was about being inflicted vigofoii^i 
iipoa thftiaairdthort When^ witit aU.tihV re- 
4>)atiQti'Or a man. about dcBBgoonKtltnp 
aew tod dBBperate, he TBahstLbjiiualaJUt 
made for the street-door of the houab^MMt 
Qlffeimtd, '. I 'm king G&mgtfBdma I 
Y»*. king Georg«I' UpDb;.tBia itlioiMiA 
bBsnabc gave a iiign&l iac ^taaeeiiMpBaBii 
a«d-atithfi head' ofiuB honaefaaU^Jiedapaal 
ai^Hl-in cntchiog thexialprit>iiiiUa»hsi 
hadimasbied the tiaoAidbi^.^Aim^tk^ 
QdiH^^Stos!' said tbe aabxtet^sCi dslalul 
iag!<hiac>t]y tbe cvrls bebiod bis esMUf ilfii 
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3BSL- THs ASffSHrnHaDP [Jatir/fKUi 

ftuafiUi.i>ated6bcM^Utiib nbiUj-iJrfl^ 
king ' lOeotgtf 'TmnH'' I ^t^B'-tfais^i i^tbi ^ > 
help of two (VMthbeBif^'dii^'luK'ttemihii^ 
daWii,'«Hdi lNmk^>iptatried<.llis bfeadfoi 
aeme tiiQ»«k tbb floor, cefled fern pairtof 
BOBitanv'^tdi tdlick he inflictBd npotai Him' 
disgteatOHtd^ilaesia.FeiBiaiiicaniiodergb' 
dflet tfatriloiBTofiis bbnd; h& oilt off fais' 
nt^f'iwcnifti, itMd then Bet him loose. ' 
Tfait<«M'«idkagre<aAde ending to'tbe 
metaatpA dbiirigS' ' of ' tht Imdnddg, and 
aet nsnall' eaclaiiniMg, / La^iiiiha, ■illali' 
kA!' ft-Ab'wA «r<tb«f;di^.i We cmM 
atiy 'ictxtoot (ot itiby the (dUofmng «V'> 
oriqstadoet-^A Ffttnjg; iMiCing bfien;.a4)Ti 
potBtod'to'wait vifoti thefierriuits by way 
of inMrpiieterf fa&6 tatkeaAdntiAt^ of hie 
IqMvrledga bf : the-TllArkiBh hnguage}, tn 
taUc-'U> Uieni: of tbe"&e«dom «tijoye<t >b|r 
all rankB «fi.p^i»Ie. in- £i^^Bdd(> bte^tin- 
fonned them that eveiy man was under 
the protection of the laws — that no man 
had the right of bastinadoing another — 
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diibttille'/hd''i ^teuliy Jdestn^vd, ihat liietai 
ofrsilibiiuBUoQituid'dbpeBddACBi ' i 

ttotiit'liimeS bitt'tii)at«tl ids first Tentuitt 
fae:had'lfrot^^'hiB hda*d'tt>atediBadut^ 
"Hwiioeti&tsBAJaB M tiM'lisn'of-luB 'C«rb 
woi 'nitbouti!bdiaidd->Tih4i.'iwa piavd tf 
thenb-^fe mai .^ceatlf liacl dE onwueut- 
i^;-Iu$ goBDtt) abA:to^fiBd:hiinMlf tlnujat 
i^be robbed'Of liUtiwbidta'dbtiQgDiriud' 
Um^as wieMAm^, a, Buimaf fiohioo, wt» 
nbWtheti his.]pl>iM<tplif temldbewl Hv 

k^gjand tliS'«««itiiyihtliaa'beeii)broti^rt> 
Unt-'aud imove that' if Ifn '«indA>b^:aiiyi 

CKat'HUHiieEEt taluihirse^ >aiid aerertvt^ 
ildtlt 'bsi.'liad >gbt iititfab ^dgfat^bf CeiAkd 
ifi*i»k;aiid tluetirMtsotl'EsJinM- '<' ' 
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I98D THE Mxsanxam of [cazK luaut 

bsussBs iBbnBOidatn oAt Jud jfaniw srij in 
-nuoo aril 1o molaus sdl aew daua JbiIj au 

-a^^if^^l^^nS'Vfed ggoQuonnB j^iil 101 

to ^ismemfikfw^ iiismUim>''e» 

.tiaMt)odgjro(tfio8ivt»ibi>«i^<>Mi°3A 

wiAwpBSfaa'aae'toM'biB 'tff 'iaiiBf, 

in time would be duly divulged, ■'"wi 
StaadMi'ii««'j<UUii'MiAiWiH(fltiiM 
ffW W'teM<8f°ltl«i«to'(«8^(!<Wto)g 
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in the wind ; bnt tlie mehmaDdar aasured 
ua that anch was the cuatotn of the coun- 
try. Evenr i^ i^j^t^g^^t; and he 
made it clearly comprenensiote to ua, that 
,it-,^gMUgg>JitBnR B EJ i H ni na?^iwapiiflAi'yBi 
ldWiitin^teaerRO^14enn,340h«^4h^><R8i- 
toi Srst announcea tHemfHH!^ jfAAn- 
»of 






6(t?teV(ll)8ftJ' W*iiWlt<>W>»)SlS^W MSB 
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>SS3 TAB AKTXmiABSOFXimU.XZUI. 

>bdlBihad[bceiiiRiBg f<ic<l|<iy atxmsaminal, 

«f'joft in (»HD.(n>uiitti|G'tb«;r aonfh^qc^&tbe 

wjstenca oS lUsifaeHevdnrt libanhlw; i-feitf 
•Mine 1^^ t]|is'waS'iCbicdi^-friLt^:<]e>- 
aBO/utniioB oS joy we'bAdVv^snteit^llte 
WAbaMvdoT'did oot hsiita^ to beitaiv «k^ 
UMitiecMflaiy. ■■ - '■>«■ -■•-■iiw .. ■' 
.:. Then eante amaniTriionudfii^'r^gnta' 
pi Qntty iperBoa vHio ptddi bmooartatv thft 
king;<«*d hsrequffed'aifee. iir^OIi.tlnB'ifa 
««nd4rfri,' e^dMHed'tbd Kadtassadot; I'.b^ 
Ifa* beardi af.ihe ikiag.lettiBpiki lihitlimkt 
Romfl qiieBtioQB,' said he j ' we shall doabl- 
toHilmni'nuobfroi&hinro&tbtncjastttmtor 
iB&lelat' . Wo fonod thatLiUn inBraM an 
oScial'duty. or. one imposed upon biti by 
^ eOurt, but optional. - His-Rv«itae was 
4)Q)Hidti»ble,cQniidering)thaleKtmkierailv 
i4t{riKrb)cb^bA<MBur0drua eriisbednia.mQeBC 
p«id|dfc-t{»iwe Ul(ir<iiamM:«egidt«Ud>ikhd 
tbe tmmehmaBdwIucbjbfiJiti&tuted Amfa 
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njjio ■•aAaitrBjaUi.:i'' ■ 38S 

wllo^'ll^rweriuofuooagtat&laiioty ^teniA^, 

tdktdi Sm-'bm/iiluMh.' W^ ^deafMteJWi 

torn, without Baccess, and at length rs^ 
Mbed'tbalJ tiK7> imiM «8Slmila*e"td<our 
kitis, or moontcbtiii^.ctiboM'iis^ecaMliitg 
draiM migbt wdl tie<-«t' otf ib^«bS^4bi 
horrid soi»ub :irhiuh> WMhtfl-otototftoH 
tbeO&i^iikjpnfwbtavAnjbt^Uaaad «dd 

ilOa. ' ■ i''-'' .--iiiM;?yiij;5ini.& 

In foet^ ei*iy maansab addedito ota^tcHA 
of iafcniuUiflal i^ota fwnk mUineim^'^ddt 
in tiie prqseikee' «£ tbtti<^'aMbxt«Ld^ 'ifiH 
weredisoaaBHi^eTetry^'tbi^giiEW dwly^satt 
iriien;tlMi melmiiiuhu'-'taBM' ia'-^iMuUitft^ 
to<KnmniA««-lke nisit'oft^W laiigii3)f Hiifttl'.' 
'>iOh LidliJ^iianctmined naU« oa«ibliBsk^(A<k 
' bo* Ibt^li kiiigi miv obeua^iiaai eh^ 
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body has anaounced thorn to lu !' Wf ran 
to ths wiadowi to we tha itats in wliiDh 
than great peraooagei came, expecting at 
bait to MO th«n mounted on elephanta, 
when, ttrange to nlat«, we bbw two com- 
moo infldela itandii^ at the tide of an old 
dilapidated carriage full of atraw, barteriag 
with it* ragged driver for the expemea of 
their exc&niim; and theae the mehmaiidir 
■uured u« were the king and deputy king. 
' How?' laid the ambaasador, ' are theae 
the Bueoeaaora to the throneof Aareng Zebe, 
of Jehanglr, of Shah Allnm ? You mnat 
be laughing at our beards!' 

' It ia difficult to explain matten in ao 
abort a time,' aaid the mehmandar; ' they 
are not properly kioga. One ia called the 
flhair, and the other deputy chair/ firat 
pointing to an arm-chair, and then to a 
stool, to explain what he meant, and he 
had BCaicelydone this when they walked in. 

It waa difficult to know what etiquette 
to adopt with these personifies; but tb^ 
sow showed ns that they required noae. 
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'HwjtWerM IllaM-aiBlKiMmQiuitknItyciail 

tW i mlq rt^no fctnOHIKIIIdltf »hliif;d4«iJ 
TiNMDdmanlniiftMdntekiliaiilliiviih 
Wnflrtff-abQdMitAi^ibHluvtltMaiidem 

tgrHM»4il*^exiciM<ilB4<wiii tti JUk 

some attempts tt>|«jM4 ii|i} imrst^JfttAoni 

tlke]niiiHit9)Lith«iitfapfap«BAii&Aibi«tt|)ftv 
K«Uce,;ill»niiltoi><lllllli>i<>,«iiiKiioMUa 
Ml)«t«llil8tik««iigaT«9n|ii(liW[isitMt in 
m*ti^,,rt*a|«,A{|ibh«llK<4il]t>#Ki«li«b 
]^(Jip|)«Qe(lnii9«fl'(wrc4lpia8th9 Jittilnivq 
«|ikh{i«ll«i9lri)«ltiji:tlwtni«tt^|^ .tiugi 
m H ) »i l i m. lyiil>)iiiil»» tMnnaterMuttt* 
kipgl)ll)|bMiltka>lM»iweiliiil!flii«r<Uig- 

VOL. I. M 
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t 

were partly cooceraed in occasionally send- 
ing out a king, or Jirmanfirmai *, to CaU 
cutta; but that they, thui Indian king, 
their fleets, their armies, were subject to 
another greater personage Btill, who was 
one of the king of England's viziers, who 
lived in a distinct corner of the city, and 
that he again was the immediate servant 
of the real shah of England and of His- 
dostan. 

Bewildered with this complication of 
real kings, and little kings, viziers, sitters 
upon chairs, and sitters upon stools, we 
held the finger of suspense upon the lip of 
astonishment, and pondered upon all we 
had heard, like men puzzUng over a para- 
dox. At length our visitors took their 
leave, and the ambassador promised that 
he would shortly fix a day for getting 
better acquainted with ' Coompani,' of 
whom he and bis countrymen had heard 
so much; and about whose existence it 

• A goremw by finnaiw. 
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became quite necessary that Persia should, 
for the future, have clear and posittre in- 
fonuation. Instead of reascending their 
cnizy coacli, the kings (fw so we evet 
after called them) walked away upon their 
own tegs, and tnixed unknown and un- 
heeded in the common crowd of the street. 
When they were well off we all sat mute, 
only occasiooally saying, ' Allah, Allah ! 
there is but one Allah!' so wonderfully 
astonished were we. What? India! that 
great, that magnificent empire ! — that scene 
of Persian conquest and P^vian glory ! — 
the land of elephants and precious stones ! 
the seat of afaawla aod kincobs! — that pa- 
radise sung by poets, celebrated by histo- 
rians, more ancient than Ir&a itself! — at 
whose boundaries the sun is fiermitted to 
rise, and around whose majestic moun- 
tains, some clad in eternal snows, others 
in eternal verdure, the stars and the moon 
areallowedtogamboiandcarouse! What! 
is it BO fallen, so degraded as to be swayed 
by two obscure mortals, living in regions 
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that know not the warmth of the sun ? two 
swine-eating inficLeiB, shaven, impure, 
walkers on foot, and who, by way of atate, 
travel in dirty coaches filled with straw ! 
This seemed to us a greater miracle in go- 
vernment than even that of Beg Jan, the 
plaiter of whips, who governed the Tur- 
comans, and the countries of Samarcand 
and Bokhara, leading a life more like 
a be^ar than a potentate. Bnt we were 
in the country of miracles ; not a day — no, 
not an hour passed without our hearing 
or seeing something which all the grand- 
fathers Persia ever had, or might have, 
had never seen even in a dream ! 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Of ih« Cireattian »iatie, Diljerib.—She adopts llie 
European dreu, bat r^fiaet to ttncover her fact. 

During all this time the Circassian 
had lived secnrety confiiied to her room ; 
and she would probably have continued 
00, happy and unmolested, had there not 
existed amongst these infidels a sufficiently 
unjust law, which prohibits any one from 
enjoying the property of his own slave, 
little examining whether such slave likes 
his state or not. It tyrannically forces 
every one to be free ; and had it taken effect 
upon the Circassian, she would hare been 
reduced to the dire necessity of uncovering 
her face to the gaze of all mankind, and 
living in open converse with the despisers 
of our Prophet and the Imams. As soon 
as this law was intimated to the ambassa- 
dor he did not hesitate to offer her free- 
dom, and he immediately told her that she 
was at liberty to do what she hked. 
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' Oh Prophet! Oh Mahomet!' ex- 
claimed she, ' you would not have me so 
degraded aa to go about the Btieets, with 
my face uncovered, hke one of these un- 
blushing women! No, no; I stay where 
I am.' 

' But you are free,' aaid the ambasBador ; 
' this is a free country ; there are no slaves 
here—f o ; there are the gardens ; there 
are the green fields — go, make your soul 
happy!' 

' My soul wants nothing,' said she, ' but 
thecountenaneeofmymaater. Letmework 
for him; let me make his clothes; let me 
embroider his sknll-capB; let me take care 
of bis money and his jewels. I want no- 
thing more. I will think of the rose and 
the nightingale when we return to Iran; 
in the meanwhile let ns recollect that we 
are in the hands of diebelieven, and there- 
fore let us put our trust in Allah.' 

The ambassador was so pleased with the 
self-devotion of his slave, that he ordered 
her to have what clothes she pleaded, and 
expressed a wish that she should leave off 
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her Circassiaa dress, which liad now be- 
come ragged, and adopt the gowns of the 
Franks. He said that the shah had ordered 
him to bring back to the royal harem mo- 
dels and specimens of the Frank women's 
dresses; and he ordered Dilferib to begin 
by trying them on her own person. Ao- 
oordingly, a dark-green velvet was selected 
for her first gown, and an English dress- 
maker was ordered to fit it to her shape. 
The dress-maker suggested the necessity of 
a great many more articles of attire too nu- 
merous to describe; bat the ambassadcH' 
objected to them. ' No, no,' said he; 'let 
us be content with the outside of things, 
and let the hidden take care of themselves/ 
The gown was made, and great was 
the joy produced. The Circassian was 
ordered to be clothed in it. She put ear- 
rings in her ears, dressed her hair after the 
manner of Europe, and then stood before 
her master; but in so doing, she shivered 
throughout her frame, as if she had been 
clad in the snows of Qemawend. 
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' What ails thee, child 7' .said he, ' why do 
you shiverl' 

* May it please my aga, my lord,' said 
the poor girl, ' if such be the clothes of 
the disbelievers, their women must he made 
of the flesh and blood of animals; I am 



Upon examination we found, that, except- 
ing the one single covering of the green 
velvet gown, she stood as nature had made 
her. No wonder then that she shivered. 
The ambassador said that he would consult 
theEngliah women upon the articleB which 
she ought to wear; and in the meanwhile, 
resuming her Circassian costume, she re- 
covered the warmth she had lost, and re- 
placed the green velvet gown over all to 
give a finish to her appearance. 

In the meanwhile we found that the whole 
«ityhad been thrown intoa fenneut of cu- 
riosity. Our bousewas thronged with the 
women of London, and with those tongues 
of theirs, which as Saadi saith, ' make the 
heart to talk, and the foot to walk, without 
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the mehtntmdari of the bead,' they set on 
foot a sort of pilgrimage to the shrine of this 
unfortunate maiden. Butin sodoing,AUah ! 
Allah ! wonderful sights did they exhibit to 
us poor sons of the faithful. Marvellous 
eyes ! without mercy, without compassion 
were they ! I really saw . some beauties 
among them, before whom our blessed king 
of kings (upon whom be mercy and peace !) 
would be happy to creep on his hands 
and knees. They, however, cared so little 
about being seen, that it never occurred to 
them once to attempt to throw a veil over 
their faces. Poor Franks ! thougbtwe, to 
be restricted only to one for life.' If our 
divine Prophet had set up his staff here, 
instead of the blessed regions of Mecca, 
be would have given bis followers six in- 
stead of four. For my part, I died daily; 
and as for our ambassador, we all saw bow 
itwouldbe! His heart would become roast 
meat before another moon was over, and 
be would soon be reduced to the veriest 
N 3 
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' Majnoon' * that ever got thin upon cheek 
anrture and eye food. 

But day after day they came to see the 
Circassian, bringing witli them all sorts of 
toys and presents ; all out of compasBion, 
aaid they, to her imprisoned and deplorable 
state of slavery. Some gave her pictures, 
others dt^s, others books. Dilferib was 
grateful for their attentions, and deplored 
their d^raded state ; but she became in- 
dignant when they endeavoured to per- 
suade her, and even to attempt force, to 
wear their stockings. To her astonishment 
they protested that nothing could be more 
indecent than to appear with naked feet. 
' How?' exclaimed Dilfertb! 'you make such 
a point of covering yonr legs, and still, in 
defiance of all modesty, yon expose your 
faces ! Strange ideas of decency you must 
have indeed ! All womens* legs are alike. 
There can be no immodesty in leaving them 
naked; for nobody, by seeing them, could 

■ The Persian Abelard — the lover of Leilah, 
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know one woman from another; but the 
ftiMy that sacred spot, sacred to modesty, 
sacred to the gaze of none but a hua- 
baad; that which ought to be covered 
with the most scrupulous dehcacy; that 
you leave uncovered, to be stared at, cri- 
ticised, laughed at, by every impudent 
vArlet that chooses.' ' Allah ! Allah !' ex- 
claimed the offended Dilfertb, to a young 
female infidel who was one day pressing 
upon her acceptance a pair of long cotton 
stockings, ' Astafarallah! Allah foi^ve 
me ! Are you mad '? Has your brain be- 
come diseased? Give me free legs, a muf- 
fled fece, and the favour of the holy Pro- 
ject, and say no more. Strange ill-luck 
has ours been that has brought ua to a 
country where the wom«i cover their l^s, 
and uncover their faces !' 

But with all their good nature towards 
Dilferib, there was part of their conduct 
which wc could in nowise understand. 
Although they all freely came to see her, 
yet not one would help to cheer her solitude 
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by procuring her a companion. 'Who 
would keep company,' said they, ' with a 
woman who is not married to the man ehe 
lives with ? It was as much as their repu- 
tations were worth.' There was one person 
to whom the ambassador offered various 
advantages, if she would live with and 
educate his slave, who became quite out- 
rageous at such a proposal. Shewoold 
walk and talk with men in the open streets, 
look at men, take them by the arm, be 
visited by men, and nobody would think 
Uie worse of her for such doings; bnt she 
became all rage and fury the moment it 
might be said of her that she' did the 
like with one of her own sex, who stood 
in the predicament of the unoffensive 
Dilfertb. Now, what should we say of 
such a woman in our country? Why, 
her hair would be cut off, and she would 
be paraded throughout the city on an 
ass, with her face to its rump, and its tail 
in her hand, and then thrust out into the 
open desert as one soiled with impurities. 
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Such is the difference of mannera in dif- 
ferent countries : who can doubt for a mo- 
ment' which is best, when in the blessed 
Koran we read these words, ' Speak unto 
the believing women, that they restrain 
their eyes, and preserve their modesty, and 
discover not their ornaments, except what 
necessarily appear thereof; and let them 
throw their veils over their bosoms, and not 
show their ornaments, unless to their hus- 
bands, or their fathers,' &«. 

Now, every ornament that an English 
woman possesses, she shows to whoever 
chooses to look at them. Every father, 
son, husband, brother, in the country can 
look at her. She wears nothing to restrain 
her eyes; and, consequently, nothing to 
restrain those of any one else. And as for 
modesty, and as for throwing veils over 
bosoms, Allah ! Allah .' oar blessed Pro- 
phet himself would have bad severe work 
of it here ! What then was our fate ? we, 
poor strangers, to whom, women were new ; 
who had never seen others than our mo- 
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tliers, and occaBionally oar siBters, ex- 
ceptin^ tfaoBe amongst us who were mai- 
ried ; we who, when the shah's witos were 
abroad, were obliged to run for our lives, 
and to hide ourselveB as if death was walk- 
ing about seeking to devour us : and thns 
to have a world of houris, such as no para- 
dise could ever boast of, thrown open to our 
view ; fascinating oar eyee, and bewildering 
oar senseB ; all to be seen without any ap- 
|H«bension of a jealous husband, without 
the fear of empalement .' The change was 
too great for our natures, and we talked and 
dreamed of nothing else. For my part, 
although, after the dangers which 1 bad 
undergone in the possession of the unfor* 
tunate Zeenab, and the maligDant Sheker- 
leb, I imagined myself cured forever of the 
sofl passion ; yet here at every step love 
jnmped into my soul, and my heart thrilled 
with ecstasy at the contemplation of the 
irresiBtible attractionB of the infidel daugh- 
ters of the Franks. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

TV ambiutador U admitted to an atiditnee of tit 
^usen, and dhplayt kiapreteidt. 

The presents which the ambassador had 
brought to the shah of England became 
the talk of the whole city. Every body 
ran to see the horses. The shawls were 
the envy of the women ; and the poetical 
mirror excited universal admiration. He 
was now waited upon by a khan, Whom the 
mehmandar introduced as the master, of 
ceremonies of the queen of England, and 
whom we supposed might be the chief 
guardian of the seraglio ; but the words of 
the English elchi in Persia were confirmed- 
We were assured that the Franks did not 
prepare and appoint such officers, and that 
no watch was placed over the honour of the 
king's women. The business of this khan, 
he explained, was to introduce persons 
worthy of such an honour to the roya! 
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banoo, and be accordingly invited the am- 
bassador and his suite to an audience. 
Notwithstanding this invitation, the am- 
bassador, still fearing that he might offend 
by such a liberty, anxiously inquired whe- 
ther the shah of England was privy to this 
arrangement ; but it did not seem that his 
pennission was at all necessary, for she 
saw and conversed with all men who wei'e 
^reeable to her. Seeing that such really 
was the custom of the country, the ambas- 
sador, without fear of any kind, and ex- 
pressing no solicitude about us, his fol- 
lowers, freely accepted the invitation, and 
the next day was appointed for the au- 
dience. In the meanwhile, he delivered the 
presents with which he was intrusted for 
the English queen to the khan, but re- 
served to himself the duty of presenting 
the letter into her own hands. 

We were strangely excited by the ex- 
pectation of what we were about to see. 
A Persian scarcely dares to think upon the 
pictures which his imagination forma of 
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the dazzling splendoor, and the unrivalled 
beaaty of the inhabitants of the shah's 
harem; and here we were on the very 
threshold of those delights which even in 
our country were the theme of every tongue. 
We were going to see the women of the 
king of the Franks, perhaps his daughterB. 
Such good fortune could fall to the lot but 
of few ! ' Praise be to Allah !' said we, ' if 
the beauties that we hourly see in the high- 
ways, and at the corners of the streets, be 
aacb as to enslave our souie, what must be 
the charms of those who have enslaved a 
king's heart; of those who, perhaps, are 
not permitted to meet the gaze of the mul- 
titude like other women, and whose charms 
must be like the gems which lie secure in 
the royal treasury !' 

The ambassador dressed himself with un- 
usual splendour, adorning his person with a 
shirt made by an infidel sempstress, embroi- 
dered at every extremity, and whiter than 
the snows of Agridagh *. 1, remembering 
• Mount Ararat. 
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those parts of my face which had attracted 
the capricious Shekerleb, made my beet 
efforts to renovate their beautieB. Every 
hair ia my beard was newly dyed and per- 
fumed, my mustache curled to the ctHmers 
of my eyes, and the locks behind my ears 
cecaved a fresh glow. The morning came, 
we were all dressed, the ambassador sprin- 
kled roBe-water over the muslin and silken 
oorers of the auspicious letter, and then 
mounting the royal carriages which had 
been sent for us, we proceeded to the pa- 
lace. 

We were received hy nothiiig but men. 
There was no appearance of the house being 
inhabited by women; every thing living 
was male. How different from our coun- 
tries, where nothing in the sen^lio can put 
the fair prisoners in mind of man, saving 
the presence of their own husbands, and 
perchance their brothers ! After having 
been paraded through several rich apart- 
ments, in which we saw nothing that in- 
dicated womankind, we at length at a di- 
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stance espied petticoatB, and little by little 
came in sight of some veiy grotesque-look- 
ing females, who, for aught we knew, 
might be royal wiTes, for by their shapes 
they were evidmtly bidding fair to add, 
each in their turn, some »/iah zadeh, or 
prince, to the already doubtless numerooi 
toyal family. As we approached, we began 
to find that we must be mistaken, for some 
were so old as to make so fortnn&te an event 
for them quite impossible ; and therefore we 
concluded, that what had attracted our eyes 
was in fact nothing butamost extraordinary 
caprice of dress, and which we afterward* 
learned was worn at court only, no woman 
venturing to approach the royal person who 
had not so deformed herself. 

We now evidently were on the very 
margin of our hopes. The women who 
stood before us we supposed might be some 
of the khanums and beggunu about the 
court, who were doing th« duties of the 
antechamber ; but what was our surprise 
when the master of the ceremonies paraded 
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UiG ambassador before a lady, standing with 
her back to a magnificent mirror, and she, 
we found, was the great banoo of the coun- 
try. Whatever might have been our ex- 
pectations, we were very Soon awed into a 
respect and consideration for the august 
personage before whom we stood, much 
beyond that which we thought it possible 
any woman could have inspired. She had 
more the looks of a grand vizier than a 
woman. She asked the ambassador ques- 
tions which only learned men in Persia 
ask ; questions which would have puzzled 
some of our deepest scribes. The king of 
England, it was plain, was very wise to 
dispense with the care and superintendence 
which we exercise in our harems over such 
a wife, for with her wisdom shemighthave 
governed an empire, much less herself. 
From her quiet and dignified manner we 
ever afler called her the Aram banoo *, the 
Calm Princess, When the ambassador 

■ Thia i« a title frequently applied to perwni of 
dignity. 
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presented the letter with which he was 
charged, the queen inquired whether it was 
written with the banoo's own hand? I saw 
the blush of confusion overspread the am- 
bassador's face, for, alas! writingis nottbe 
accomplishment of a Persian lady; and 
therefore what could he say? He owned 
that it had been written by the great moon- 
shee of the state; and when the queen 
looked on the translation she smiled ; but 
whether in admiration or otherwise, no one 
was present to inform us. 

She then inspected the presents, and 
principally fixed her attention upon the 
full suit of a Persian woman's dress. The' 
beauty of the embroidery, the richness of 
the stuffs, and the brilliancy of the gold and 
precious stones with which it was orna- 
mented, seemed to attract her admiration. 
She was anxious to hare every part ex* 
plained, and every woman in the room 
crowded near the ambassador as he showed 
how it was to be worn. They understood 
the nature of the chemise, although they 
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iDarvelled at its make, and inquired why 
the Bkirta were so short. They made many 
remarks on the jubbths aad the jackets ; 
but when they came to the trowsers, their 
merriment, though tempered by the dig< 
nified presence of the queen, could scarcely 
be kept within bounds. They looked at 
themselves, and then at the zeerjvmeht: 
there was no resisting their mirth. Stif- 
flsned with brocade, and padded with cot- 
Um, the object of their merriment stood 
erect in the middle of the room, and cer-f 
tainly made an extraordinary contrast with 
the flowing robes worn by the Frank 
women. An arac gir* attracted great 
admiration, owing to the great labour of 
needle-work bestowed upon it, and every 
body present was anxious to know bow so 
email a cap could sit on the crown; but 
when the head-pins were produced, the 
difficulty was explained. Certain magni- 
ficent iahaj's, (w quilts, were pnzed by the 

* A Bkull-cap— liteiall J, a catcher of dew. 
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queen, as well as the Cashmerian sbavls 
and the Ispahan velTete. 

The ambassador acquired credit by ex- 
plaining the medicinal praperties of the 
tnumiai* (so famed in Persia), of which be 
had brought a small qnantity in a gold 
enamelled box ; and we thought that there 
was much incredulity to be read in the dif- 
fereatfaces round us, when he averred, that, 
should a man, horse, or chicken, hare a leg 
broke, and a bandage spread over with 
the unguent be bound round the fracture, 
a moon will scarcely pass ere the leg will 
be quite restored to its former state. 

We had been so much taken up in at- 
tending to the queen, that we had not looked 
about for those beauties, her d&nghten, 
upon whom our imaginations had so fcmdly 
dwelt. We saw no moon-faces, no cypress 
waistB, no antelope eyes, no silken tresses 
that touched the ground ; but presently 
we bowed the head to several goi^eously- 
dressed ladies, upon seeing whom we 

* A precious gum, whfch distik ftom a rock in 
Kermw, 
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were obliged to excliim, ""Maskiillahf 
Praises of Allah!' for ftaf'ifie evil eye 
sbonld assail tbem; VHey aliso Ab\ieA m^tfty 
condescending guesticms, &Ad' though m'r 
ideas of king's da-ftghtCTs, Which' T^tti 
drawn mtich from imagination^ jLiid mtich' 
from what we had read of in Antar abd 
the Thousand and OneNights, were her^ 
not verified, yet we * came away satiiS 
fied that a veiled face was of mncli'IeiS 
consequence in this country than in ourl; 
and that reason and sense here did fm 
t>asiness of guardians and duennas. ' 

We eagerly inquired whether the roj^fl 
daughters were wives also; but, strange tB 
•ay, they were not. ' How?' said the afit-* 
baasador to the mehmandar. * Why do^ 
not your king do as ours? Why does'ttS 
not oblige your viziers and great khan'^ 
to rab their foreheads upon the threshoM 
of the royal palace, and . receive as 'dji 
greatest boon that can be bestowed inMJil 
them, the handis of his dku^t^rs in mar- 
riage? Ourking not onl^ C^ondeMltitlds'tti 
confer such-like benefits, hut frequently 
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extends bit munifioflnce by bestowing upon 
tliem presentai of his own children, add- 
ing thereto the more «ged bimoot, their 
mothen ; uid by the royal beard, I swear, 
that' if they do not immiediately fall upon 
Uieir lacea, kisa . the ground, and say, 
' May the shadow of the king of kingi 
oerer be less ! may Uie royal house fitx- 
perl' their heads would not be worth a 
piece of black mon^ . each I By your 
fother'a beard! we settle these matters 
better in Persia.' 

Inquiring ftrthw, we fotiod that royal 
persons among the Franks mury after the 
manner of Musaulmans ; that is, they do 
not see the husband or wife intended for 
them, but take them upon deacripti<»i. 
Some old woman is seat by the husband 
to look at the intended bride; she is wooed 
at a distance, and then is brought to him; 
and be she fair, oc be she otherwise, she 
becomes his wife. 

We whispered into the mehmandar's 
ear, asking whether any of the ladies be- 

VOL. I. o 
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fore us were the kiog'of E&j^and'a bUtcb ; 
or whether perchance they might putposely 
have beea kept ont of sight : hut he repeated 
what we tifftfi)t<,lifi1^^^ beheved, 
that his majesty Irad no slaves, end that 
oTwit^ iKJMd'liht'Huril^SM lnlMAi6> 
d^lKiita^^ttifUett %^ll^y Wfit?«04^»^no 
storyrlellers'? 4o 'setters &''S8*tf1*«Mf'»e. 
■M^» .JWfBBM^Kj.BHWsAilPhtHw'' 

ft«t!!Mn,w# mv»^mm teWtte'tSif 

rt*1««Ir'«%r^IWrebBf«i«"'if4l'il)» 
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bDtfi!iq'iiQfrjjjrf;Jr)gis'ioJuoJi]^i;liijo<( , i:,il 
.bsvsilod (l6ftArt'E»l2!t3P^ o(, ijidn 
lEdt ^iic ,e9-j;il3 oji Led ^jHC,,.iii iiri i,.ii1 

the hortot ofTBHSStfiS BBgi'Wl«?Hfflg'i 

ip4iti"aeiie^tetef w'kiiit.1^ aiimm 

He had been imiioue to aetBe''a6'mt 
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direction" of iite k^l9kfi,''vhilfh->he -hadi 

tnfortiraalaljn l^eeauibnilea^i^ndi jwinrafi 
doUbtifub[irlie^i^ rajD'idwiittottliWftfu^ 
pneaA Aotuiltbs' d6iM^i«fiiiiiaiobtl& 
ivoatdit^ait-iBvtJbfcrji^tbi^jffituidttirt^ 
ffheAsil it«ii^lbmqVpiir]»UseIy^i^e«Jcbs; 
ft)Ki:|lia>tHi^. '^< MRS* iinafiHrtiii^liajl^ 
dt«ddt«)f;otkK!(fa3srtdffeUHn«(}e£r]0]}«i^i^ 
PcDphfA. BdThui^Mai \amiKitimibm»*^.-ii& 

giBtaa-^i^f(boittitaMg--teMh»l^flaflhtfMt 
fin^l«dd,tiaiiHpt^c;}i^tio:biaiiHt Hfii'tbwm 
fore b^aiitlts^«e'lipi«UllHi^tii]o£jse}<^g 
hift' kebldi^' JOBtil: e»odwn>tf^jtiritbf|joy 
lidnted* JiiihitL>afnmAann'te,JMsrED8h4d ifit» 
thp presei^cp of the ambasaador, followed 

• The point to which il^lirileatlili WH fSl^ftr 
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thfciBim'iaiheiw!' j&id>'M hit, upon loofc- 

^MB0£(|«K^0(&ilibstBpo^>'dtere we sain 

gUedl<lfnniUi|viirtai») qfl&tQMiwell a»if 
HMranPn^ttiiillsnfarBrtt^anhg tetibfi«d 
M^Bt^VwitluieUuvrMil ialfsctt'lhe.nitaiin^ 
it«r0i|dl!VMJBlB(p^pandiaeingit1ieli ibid 
ftUt[IMint si^ilDiaric^hctt^pdn' a lAita 

cM&^fnibiatelii^^bAif^ttmimil to the 
Awbdmed^fefnUBlBS Afa£dinB& B^' became 
esiwUiccH thtt'^erMdHa^ifiiBd bbtttme 

'"Bdt'thiaJf*sn'i)f>cMn dboeeing'tJM sun 
•f^fls UM'caaafe.eiroaa&mtDgiaiany of the 

*. fiupenbtHHU people in Persia make a diatrnc- 
ifeti betwe&'lnelcJi'UnQ linli^ dlr;s> vUcta they 
call blitel! and whMda^r/the lMi,>34tH, and 15th 
,of every month are while daya. 
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Sa^nfadb %i«iiigifaregc^anBMrBiBgiitiir 

«laedtubiy;fiUAgbireM opfAiaAupQiiil^iB^ 
fitting o^d^j ilfaiogB loaiAtisig, UMfcroudih 

it Spa^^fifeflBbig^iltaiiibiaJtbe.kailjteiitier 
heatea»eaHtltd6m^ganf>wfeBpwrtf,Jt*ftti, 
uv,' B^d&^^''TlamTjmtmA-''lira^^iftf9Sig 

mstli, faxtdaimedtkd malwbbjfiastf tdndiwg 
MfarsifaIm({i^Klaiin»idK«aGl^ife%fdVe 

<tfftK;ifci»aKl(fatt<JbMjlI)tt>MN«tedinMfcy 

■ . Ti. "J In ^ni! ncrfJ ^Tinjfoo 100 Jucd/L 

ilo not allow bones^ordiue, or iQtn of anr sen, to 
any impure oddUtj- -'1^ "i" M.f'nori nj -icoidJ 
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■ivfa(gaiaiae8m%>g8ahBnaa^ tioiiako^jk 

ItocfelQlpeqetlaU aeAclcaacdlehnefftiTef'.iiti- 

^^iflbid9t"Ewiitli9»twh)'a£.:AIiitb!l'teli4be 

.:^u^bytcftt(^ lebiB^^'wcoid;' .to<iiiw(|t 
>i|il^ft^£%. iHto^^nwaln in ih&iMifi, 

'^iMedi'itiAadJtilfcihftDDdiat'audibfyPito- 
^^t,')bl«nBB^(li»vaaidhhlia?ai4aiB8d, 
'jtacfj^tscty-AatiJtKi:m-oPthe.Sk>&i' vow- 

^^ttifelhl|ty^kidriwton httlcnaatod liima.' 
')¥hi^ did^AofKeincto MtiiAytbaikhsiQtMt 

/tlW' mehaMideiri!bfa6iM;>iui> laMiAit iitfUel 

about onr country than any of our own 
'"ffi8tirfiaiiSf%fid''H«b,l^ S^tfe'ViF-yil we 
' could say to .to'e 6oii&&fy', liaditakd^'Kim 
..a^dai)^dlgileQ)l hei^ejf^ that we,wpr8hipj)ed 
■ ,§«i; apijmQBe(ffleff,iii^;wp.*tti%Uf!hfftS?s' 

throats in honour of the swU". ^,Tii<Fiiti ru, 
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'IIa, htt !^ en^mea tfa«*«tlbtiHaibn^ 

tbtit'-ybti hA'Wi»«i(i'i«uaifi£ yaanaoetaiiip^ 

tMH^.'"' ' "t '!"" 'fis Jrfsim 9w .il.;IIA to 
Deploring tb«^^igWt«lfi9e%f>t6«lfilSgw[w« 

d6'tbdg«r te 16sbi%i^ ^?%hWfr^ d^W 
to'kill''oat"<WtPsttuteatfj ^''^^i^f^ildJ 

about to'cktfiidilftt%e't)f'W^e% MJ&m' 
of the apartments o^tlK^lioili^J^iiclHitrfed 
against the 6tih tMt «uc^tt c«9tOtft'Wotim 
create; but wbeii'-thelj^'-hbftl-d'MxAaJUed 
Beg roaring ctut'lhe ituMt/AlAi aiiii' othiip- 
wise explainitig 6ur 'laW,' whichiiforbids 
man to eat that out'oflwhicl* dleblood 
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aequbaoeitiMif a3i«iaaiia8«Mk# if^^.tsfh 

to have its throat cut, '*^Bi<Jfib#i.Ji>ffi*» 
«ki&brgr^»»<lEjkl 1ib$4 tft^a«^il#t«41^e 

of Allah, we might eat our food wiy^fnH 

ktyitgtat^'i'as ttte^iflftacjft^p^B^qrijuso 
sflik)'] :MQi»i«a^i^^ti^fi}t^t)4,ug)Yg:Mi^ 

wilid»een»eAWft(Ath^^l)iQS$P^M»l)pun* 
fi«i)qtittllaMfIOv?«rB(i wi«h $n#iir%J^l^ oy^J^r 

before they came to the gates of the bigb- 
06 
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<ntgiipicita^ hand ,iUidiiiQioUi«e^diM«iite 

via Eft this i«o)llt|afeM>dwii^MbDid^d>^^' 

tasitSKsdigH s^iOmdigai^ tfl^dVahiMH^ 
eb^imniq I omjII ,t(b"h x'a Jeol I ti 'i:5f: /n 

nev«fjtod^olui:in«^4«{:l£::aW« faa(|"BO^' 
tfani^Jbyawltit^^idirUeildW k^/l fttti' 

AiVttieUboTB imtbl^i<iuitli«h^t(iM^««i> 

ttottsrOoA diHigUdPtliaCf«lacl)tM^(i<HBot(veiVi ' 
from whence we could take a fresh de- 
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fmorc^.^MpQ^tt^, ttiMil^miiasd to 

iPMHK[i:I'b(R:e J,ti(tiatbn**tlte iil^4lie)4«^i 

myself if I lost my nay. Here I pbonAvd.' 
[9yfelf^mtteA4feoe<«f t6attiiem<lmndcffig 

^«atg^iBtadc^a4JlAita<fin<Hjn7nwfaijrjl»ck' 

ueflngiiK iCAbigeJipAbi^fiy/aiidosbiifteiy'/ai^ 
d«jl p;m^ mthooli a adftettoreA"i C^ne ' 

h«ffi$l^t:£«9)i»4di«^;g^dhiiik aToalclDhki^&' 
frQ«vifoffAi<^ptnb^d»l|in()<;iid9fiafc festivslf . 
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de<diiy ittip^enti^tir be ia^iaDdidliB ■» 
dbii}lie'ilamNJf»tbiigU»iKniL auitjoeilat^ 

ment a clock, of one of the mosques Wmtdv 
tlMn'Bt^lnh cbwjlaB^ Uettocid imSaa^er 

lAwlfWfefaMinatlfaMi, vbdewtdiaitosiM 
pw^ siifl tHilsDbot disi^g^ tUnaettoaH 

pAy4!m:»^M^'mi d^*J»6et 'Iti*a*'<i' 

httd' i^edie4gl%B'W'«M^¥etel^d^ dr 

^«Mrfl«kirti|il.TStt*tfli48y* pfltjeSit!' hid*' 
atR^^^'^^^^yt^Jli^i mVka, tieVfit' 

ftU such n«o«fMtyniit>«kiBiHiiifily^«uiiM)B 
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e«Kiatii.|]. ir> ttujiii lUA. set. 

mlnlinfcifMieBal iu grtataiti^iOnei^na^ 

yrtinW-gs » p ^tini eiU "io auo 'to aoolci £ Jiiain 
offvfimtbiMbQdl fciifihmU Ank^Hoiflj 

;6'rfal*'»^nia»-aV'pfiy^pUe^byfl0J them » 
iak#M<etB^«tfdtobepart<irtb«tda4ifMeocs,-.aii^ 
wbinfaiia atampdA witb hoi; in 
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■^xj^^fij^ tevpqfotoia,lrt«?l«'it«e;*lwr«ff,(Or 

selves so insulted,t,^Qdt\4 hit jof ,^i»lt)Qly 
,^feiS^iS<^-A'?'^W4- ,A'^wte4:fepw«rd» to 

#gofflfif¥te»iflMr7#'^J^&sfi^>wft wtfh 
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Idnng ttititiM i|lli41«i3(llnr«a>te^Mi^, 
■he lN>l««di«HiM#6Alt>til!iie<BIH«<Ili»ii 

'ihH His M8& <l^' iM'vultmifiiUfm- 

miiutg^ bh -MaMiMeU^WsliliW, iris 

vbutattl of t)4UHtt^^'fot<h''t)le8^teit;, "gJB 
linoaKi o«Mol<»liwlilt'iitijtbJWI»s^''9ilid 
'trheaertn- te b<»tldiftit#'IU:(«^^i>t«W^^ 

^liah niitim tw ^raitllHSIailil^iA^idlM io 

-to tb**ra8 of JeA««tm.l'y^'"='" "^ ^'''' 
■ 0«r 4ittii«»"wU fa)«"tey'oiK9Mfe, 

(« ihe Jiart 6Pat'tortrS«i>(*i|'tfflol)''lo 

beating Mpbamed Qeg'K atooiacb. There 
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3M THE AtvrawrroBsior [f m«ifX«]?&L. 

was ttofevUBB iidjue ivnlAtrf tkitoitbtBibitb 
nbd/pei£c»!nMdiAEEn^;$Mlt%dtfaQfioJI]^te0i^ 

iiM^dia^'ii^uiigtalfriis huh imfii^i^ 
otUriKilnsitftheaflraTrdlBb^^nwftrfloaiHb 

wbcii^ii(M^n<ei(tofl^eEihifc>^mieM4of«siiMb 
t4iuedtlig^9twi) bnii^^ecdqliffd^GlAisbj 
the 6b«bk)'bwtTfw^ftt<p>}fw H^Hiifom^^' 

face ^a uflob'tbe feet; 0fAeufier4r,.tM;i4flr 
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citX#/xHvf;;}j 'wajiMA/t.' ■•■ 303) 

Bhttuld'btaii(t<u^]I^w^fi^t(9iaad3vtf ti»l 
dttGSMi:ot>fliidc^'Ms3«jrat/3)n igettibgi'iib' 

Add«^IWef&ad-ae^tlnfi<^«i^aot>(KiJfo«liied/ 
l^^'lnSdC wBMti^ib^a>«rinnlidBrWd%(ai:< 
(fctfii}Mlu>r6UH«yr>tiitiHfaii«ntty Mohkited^ 
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306 THE ADVBKTUBSS, &C. [CHAF. ZXTI. 

that the beatmg which hail most likely been 
iatended for him had, by the interposition of 
fate, fallenon another. Weretomed home 
making many ezcIamatioDB, and astonished 
the ambassador by a recital of all we had 
witnessed. 
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iii>f[ JjaaiijJai oW .larfJorfB no nallxil .oJel 
.■ii;iiioiti.-!5i:r,anoiJ/jmBbx9Y''''^n"'-^^"^ 
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